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WHY ISN’T IT EASY TO LOVE?

Joel Stanley
Joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com
Dana Miller
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Joyce Wolf
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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!

danamiller@richmondfpc.com

Mark Johnson
markjohnson@richmondfpc.com
PLEASE NOTE -

ELDERS
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
Courtney Lawrenz
Beth Underwood
David Deaton
James Exline
Bonnie Gray
DEACONS
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom
Linda Adams
Eric Everett
Lynn Shearon

Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.

CLASS OF
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024
CLASS OF
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024

Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.
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I love Disney movies. Who doesn’t? I believe that even those who say they don’t love Disney
movies, secretly do. Aye, although all of these movies include some surprising plot-twist, many
of them end the same way. The Disney princess finally connects with her true love, and they
live “happily ever after,” as they say. We all love Disney movies because we all want to believe
that love inexorably leads to living “happily ever after.”
Disney is a great story-teller; and we all love good stories. Indeed, we all need good
stories. Stories are important to being human. Stories shape our lives; they form our ideals;
they instill our values. Stories caution us to the ills of life; and they are the foundation of much
of our hopes and aspirations. Many of us have our own inner story that we tell to ourselves—
our own private story that we enact throughout our lives—stories in which we are the protagonist, the hero, the central character.
But, all too often, life does not unfold in the way that our stories tell us it should. All
too often, we live our lives wondering when we will have our “happily ever after.” More often
than not, our happily-ever-afters are actually happily-only-now-and-thens, sprinkled with lots of
it’ll-dos. We eventually realize that, despite all the love that we lavish on others in the world,
life is not always happy, and loving is not always easy.
There is nothing wrong in telling ourselves the love stories of happily-ever-after. But
Christianity insists that these stories be told in light of the love story of the gospel (good news).
The story of Christ is indeed a love story, but it tells of a love (true love) that is not easy. It tells
of a story in which the only way to love others is to serve others, even sacrifice for others.
So, why can’t love be easy? Why can’t love be like the movies? Why didn’t God create a world where life and love are not so hard, so costly?
Perhaps God could have created a universe where loving others would not be so costly
and sacrificial. But, to be honest, in such a universe, I don’t know what that kind of love would
look like, or whether such love would be possible.
The reason that love is so hard is that God created other people for us to love. Love is
not about us; love is about others. Love is about seeing ourselves in others. Love is about tolerating others as we tolerate ourselves; it’s about having time for others as we
have time for ourselves. It’s about deeply desiring the welfare of others as
we do ourselves. Because love is about others and not about us, it will always require service and sacrifice. This is why love isn’t always easy.
And yet, my Christian friends, when we redefine love in light of
Christ’s story, then perhaps we can find happiness in loving others. Perhaps, when Christ’s story becomes the inner story that we enact throughout
our lives, we might live a new “happily ever after.”
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MISSION……..a body of people sent

In order to help the Session prepare a
budget and plan for 2022, please return
your pledge cards as soon as possible.

Our 5 Cents a Meal Offering will be collected on November 14th. Your contributions directly feed the hungry in our community through the good work of the folks at Grace
Now, and more broadly, through programs combating hunger around the world. Please
remember those who are food insecure as you give thanks for the blessings you have received. Beth Underwood

First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476

September 2021 Summary
Category

# of families served

Amount

Love Fund Needs

Utilities

14

$1,307.59

Rent

16

$2,186.76

ID

0

$0

Food

14

$560

Personal Care Items

11

Cupboard

Gas

15

$375

Car Ins or payment

1

$150

Hotel stays

9

$1,600

Soap
Detergent
Dishwashing liquid
Paper towels
Toilet paper
Deodorant
Lotion
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Socks
Dog/cat treats
Pet food

Legal assistance

Thank you!

1
3
4
8
10
11

Cupboard supplies

$114.83

USPS (stamps)
Total

$6,294.18

The families served in September included 11 children, 3 veterans, and 9 homeless.
The need for generosity, love and support continues to be great. We are blessed to be
able to assist so many in our area - Thank you.

13
15
17
19
20
21

We are also fortunate and blessed to have four (4) EKU social work students volunteering with our program. Special thanks to Beth Underwood.
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The Love Cupboard is in need of the following items: soap, detergent, dishwashing liquid, paper towels, toilet paper, deodorant, lotion, shampoo, tooth paste, tooth brushes,
socks, dog/cat treats and food, etc.

24
28
29

Kevin Crump
John Harter
David Coleman
Chris Smart
Neen Wiggins
Taylor Losson
John Waggoner
Nancy Brubaker
John Florell
Roxanna Potosky
Dwight Barkley
Ed Sigmon
Lindsey Glass
Jeffrey Brubaker
Praveena Salins
Hee-Young Shin
Abby Toutant
Ella Deaton
Suzanne Leung
Nancy Carrico
Frank Milanesi
Linda Adams
John Gump
Chris Laird

1
2
3
6
7
8
10
11

12

Sunday,
Nov. 7!

25
27
28

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
2

18
21
22

15

Sue Reeves
Denise Crump
Ashleigh Orttenburger
Lincoln Ward
Mike Hawksley
Jean Boley
Alicia Shackleford
Un Chol Shin
Donna Albaugh
Fred Crump
Polly Seyfrit
Chris Toutant
David Glass
Wyatt Waterbury
Will Gump
Richard Elam
Beverly Moberly
James Logue
Sandy Connor
Jill Hissom
Melissa Shew Toutant
Marilyn Pace

Hello to our church family at FPC! The Mission Garden crew has been hard at work
this growing season. We have successfully fed our community through the last 7 months,
and our pumpkin patch is flourishing. If you haven’t had the opportunity to drive by the
garden on Water Street, please do, and say a little prayer for continued growing.
We have some even BIGGER NEWS to share…we have been approved by Session to expand our garden to include an orchard in this next 6 months. The plan is to have in total: 2
plum, 4 different apple, 2 cherry, 2 pear, and 2 peach trees installed in the entire plot to the right of the
current raised beds. The Mission Garden team is reaching out to our congregation to see if you/or your
family would be interested in sponsoring a fruit tree for the Mission Orchard. A donation of $100 will
cover 1 tree, and the intention is to have sponsorship signage under the trees, so you can visit and watch
your tree grow. We will be adding a fence and benches for reflection in our beautiful growing space, and
hope it is an oasis for prayer and peace for everyone.
If you are so inclined, please send your donations (and the tree preference) to Dana Miller. (First
Presbyterian, P O BOX 165, Richmond, KY 40476) Be sure to note “Mission Garden” on your donation,
and as the growing season allows, we will see our orchard fill out. We expect the installation component
of the project to be completed by March 2022. We are all so thankful to have this opportunity to feed our
Richmond community, and our church members!! Thank you for all of your support!

Evening Women’s Circle
Tuesday, November 9th
at 6:30 pm
Zoom meeting

Rebecca Esther Circle
Tuesday, November 16
10:30 a.m.
in the parlor

We will be using the book What My Grandmothers Taught
Me Lesson 2-Tamar. If you do not have a book, no worries! It
is not necessary. Please bring a picture of a wedding party to
share-your own or a family member or friend.
Here is the current link and information. Go ahead and pass it
on as you see fit, but please don't post it publicly.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88396352422?
pwd=SHJNWjJVSGlFeklyWnJyd09QUnNNZz09

Free concert!
EKU Trombone Studio
November 17
7:30 p.m.
St. Mark Catholic Church

Meeting ID: 883 9635 2422
Passcode: 761827

Quality Christmas Books For Kids
As part of our Marshall-Moretz Christmas
planning, we would like to honor Ginny Moretz
by collecting “Quality Children's Christmas
Books” to distribute to families with children when we celebrate the dinner. (The form
of this year's dinner is not yet determined,
but will likely follow last year's plan.).
Watch for an email with more details and suggested titles, and consider sharing Ginny
Moretz' love of reading with our community
this Christmas.
The Missions Committee
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Thursday, November 11, 2021
Parents of college students, it
is time again to be sure that we
have your student's address to
receive our pre-finals "goody
bag/box". Donations will be
needed as usual and we will
prepare the bags/boxes on
Tuesday, November 23, 9:30
am. There is a box to collect
the donated items in the Narthex. Send addresses to Sandy
Dickson at
proudgrandy@gmail.com.

ONLINE GIVING

3 easy ways!

*Click the GIVING button on our church website OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256 OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our church name and select.
Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign up to give through your
bank site or by mailing a check to:
First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
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What’s Joel Reading?
“A Guide to Prayer for Ministers and other Servants”
By Rueben P. Job and Norman Shawchuck
This devotional was first recommended to me by my mentor pastor when I
interned at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh and I have been
using it regularly ever since. It is my go to devotional for my own personal,
daily use. While it is geared toward ministers and other church professionals, I find it really does have a lot to offer anyone seeking to enrich their personal devotional lives and deepen their Sunday worship experience. It is organized by week and
built upon the scriptural themes found in the lectionary on Sunday. So each week builds
towards and adds depth to the Sunday worship experience and that is something I enjoy. Each week has a scriptural theme, an introductory prayer, a weekly Psalm, daily
scriptures, a choice of readings for reflection, a time for silent prayer, a time for written
reflection, a hymn and a benediction. All of these elements are well connected by the
theme for the week and give insight into the scriptures used in the Sunday service.

Remember in your prayers the names of our members who, in the past year,
have preceded us to the Church Triumphant.

NECROLOGY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
2020-2021
Jack Ronald Hissom
November 25, 2020

David Norris MacKinnon
August 5, 2021
Former member

Margorie Jeanne Stull
January 3, 2021
Ronald Louis Martin
April 29, 2021

Sadie Martin
September 1, 2021
Elizabeth Parsons Thompson
October 9, 2021

This is a solid devotional all around, but the readings for reflection, in particular, have
been impressive. They are from a diverse cross section of Christianity including snippets from authors of differing denominational, cultural and socio-economic backgrounds. They are well curated and always offer a lot of insight to the theme for the
week. They are pieced together from an exciting reading list and serve as a kind of
sampler of the various Christian authors out there. This section has introduced me to
the work of a lot of authors to which I would not have been aware but also saves room
for some of the more classic voices.
This book has served me well over the years. If you are looking for a daily devotional, it
comes highly recommended.
Joel’s Favorite Quote: “We mostly spend those lives conjugating three verbs: to
want, to have, and to do. Craving, clutching, and fussing, on the material, political, social, emotional, intellectual - even on the religious - plane, we are kept -n
perpetual unrest: forgetting that none of these verbs have any ultimate significance, except so far as they are transcended by and included in, the fundamental
verb, to be: and that being, not wanting, having, and doing, is the essence of a
spiritual life.” - The Spiritual Life by Evelyn Underhill
This month’s book was recommended by the Rev. Linda Ruby.
Thanks Linda! Do you have a book you’d like Joel to review for
What’s Joel Reading? Send him your recommendations at
joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com.
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Stewardship Sunday
November 14

13

Hello Church Family,
Madison Home Inc. is a nonprofit group made up of different faiths and individuals
in our community to help those experiencing homelessness. Our church has been a part of this
mission for 3 years (from the beginning) when it was called Room in The Inn. The Madison
Home Inc. winter sheltering program will be operating December 15th to March 15th
and because of COVID19 it was decided that it will continue to use fewer places for shelter and
will not be using churches like we did the first year. We will still need some volunteers and
items to help others. We are also still working out the details and I will keep you posted. Right
now Madison Home Inc. needs some items to get our guests through the cold winter months
ahead. If you can donate any of these items and bring them to our new building at 105 5th Street
on November 6 or 7 between 1pm-4pm - that would be great!! Read below to see what is
needed. Thank you for your prayers and support!
If you don’t see an item mentioned below that means
1. We have plenty or
2. Someone else has already agreed to donate.
Thank you Church Family for all of your help!!
Jennifer Brubaker
bruba88@aol.com
FPC of Madison Home Inc.
ITEMS NEEDED
Winter Coats
Jeans - men’s and women’s
Hoodies/sweatshirts
Underwear - new - men and women’s
Winter Gloves
Umbrellas and Backpacks
Rain ponchos
Hand warmers
Vaseline
Deodorants

Combs and brushes
Razors and shaving cream
Nail clippers
Travel size tissues
PPE- disposable masks, Clorox wipes,
food service gloves or medical gloves.
Bottles of water
Snack items (individually wrapped) like Vienna sausages, fruit cups, cereal grain bars,
raisins, pudding cups, peanut butter crackers.

Teaching With Soul
By Joel
As I get older, I’ve come to appreciate Thanksgiving more and more. The younger me tended
to see Thanksgiving as little more than the appetizer to the main course that is Christmas, but the
older and more mature me has come to value the less stressful, less materialistic, more family
oriented nature of the Thanksgiving holiday. It’s been a slow transition, but I think I might actually have even come around to liking Thanksgiving a little more than Christmas. It’s shocking, I
know, but it’s true.
I like just about everything there is to like about the good old, traditional, American Thanksgiving. I like turkey. I like stuffing. I like sweet potatoes. I like pie…no, I REALLY like pie. I like
it all. That being said, I do feel that we, as a nation, tend to celebrate Thanksgiving incorrectly.
I say we celebrate Thanksgiving incorrectly because, at its heart, Thanksgiving is supposed to be
a holiday that focuses on gratitude. It’s even in the name. It’s a time for giving thanks and, for
me at least, the traditional thanksgiving celebration seems to fall a little short as an exercise in
real gratitude. Sure we might go around the table and have everyone mention one or two things
for which they are thankful or we might take the time to say an especially elaborate prayer before we sit down to the best meal of the year, but anyone can be grateful when they are staring at
a table full of food and surrounded by loved ones. It’s easy to be grateful when you’re reveling
in the bounty of the harvest. There’s no challenge in that. The challenge of gratitude is being
thankful in the midst of scarcity, not plenty. It’s being thankful in the midst of the empty table
and the absence of loved ones. That’s what a true spirit of gratitude looks like and it’s no easy
thing to do but it is scripturally merited. In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 we are told to “Give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”. The kind of gratitude mentioned in this scripture is the kind that transcends what’s on the table. It’s a gratitude based on
the forgiveness of Jesus Christ and not on the flitting circumstances of life. It’s this kind of
gratitude towards which we should all aspire, but which doesn’t seem to be addressed by a holiday with a solid focus on how great it is to have plenty of food around. That’s cheap gratitude
and it’s not what Thanksgiving should be about.
So how can we elevate the Thanksgiving celebration to be more than just a celebration of plenty
into being a celebration of a truly transcendent gratitude? I think the trick to doing this lies in
creating gratitude in the lives of others. It lies in doing things to make others grateful rather than
just yourself. It lies in celebrating what you have by giving to those in
need. It lies in making the gratitude in your life about more than just material things. Make your gratitude divine by turning it outward in service to
those who are suffering, alone or in need, and by doing that you’ll be able
to take one of the best holidays there is and truly make it better.
In Christ, Joel Stanley
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BALDWIN FARM OCTOBER 2021!

Marsha Frazier

Salvation Army Christmas Food Bags
The Salvation Army received a grant this year to provide a week's worth of non-perishable
food for families this Christmas, so the Salvation Army Women's Auxiliary will once again
not be collecting food bags this year. However, you can still help by donating $25.00 towards gift cards for the meat and other perishable items that will be needed by the families to
prepare these meals. Send your check to the Salvation Army at
Salvation Army
PO Box 1865
Richmond, KY 40476
and write on the memo line "Christmas food bag/ perishables".
Thanks so much for your yearly support of the Auxiliary's Christmas outreach.
Melody Mitchell, Auxiliary member

Give Thanks!!!
In the month of November the preschoolers will be learning about
God gave us Hands
God gave us Feet
God gave us Friends
Giving Thanks!
We will have our annual Feast to celebrate Thanksgiving. The students
will make their own little apple pie.
We have big news to share. Miss Darisha is expecting a little girl in April!!! Please pray for a
healthy term for Miss Darisha and her daughter. We all are so excited!!
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News Brief from Session





Telford Foundation awarded the church $372,681 in support of the Mission outreach of our
church for 2022.
The proposed budget for 2022 will be sent out by email.
Room in the Inn is now Madison Home Inc. and has purchased the
building across from the library for providing services to the
community.
If you can't make in-person worship, you can watch it "live streaming"
on Sunday mornings. Check with Curtis or Joel for details.
11

YOUTH GROUP!

CAYA!

TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!
Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!
Missing
Music
Stands!
If you have borrowed some music
stands or know
where they might be,
please tell Joyce!

November 26
Friday, 9:00 a.m.

If you would like to purchase a poinsettia for the
sanctuary in honor or memory of a loved one,
please fill in a form found in the Narthex or
contact Dana (623-5323 ext. 0 or danamiller@richmondfpc.com).
Each poinsettia will
cost $8.50.
Deadline for newsletter memorial recognition is
Friday, November 19,
by noon.
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If you would enjoy
decorating
the church for Christmas,
please join us!!
Contact Denise Crump
with questions—200-5756

ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!
College Montreat!
We have some
participants already
signed up to attend the
2022 Montreat College
Conference!
If you are in college or a young adult and would
like to attend. Please let Joel know!
Gingerbread House

Our CE committee will be distributing gingerbread house kits
as a seasonal activity for our church family. The kits will include everything
you’ll need to assemble a gingerbread house from the gingerbread itself to
candy decorations to icing. A scripture lesson to go along with the activity
will also be included. The gingerbread house pieces will be homemade so, if
you plan to participate, you will need to sign up ahead of time. To sign up,
text (412-926-2581) or email (joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com) Joel a
message with your name and address. Sign up deadline is Sunday Nov. 14.
Kits will be delivered sometime in early December.

Youth Leadership Ministry
Our Presbytery’s new Youth Leadership Ministry is accepting applications! If you’d like
to be a part of this venture, which includes meeting with youth from across the Presbytery and planning youth events on the Presbytery level, Joel can get you a link to the
application. Applications are due in to Emily Powers from First Pres. Lexington
(epowers@fpclex.org) by Nov. 7th. We already have some dates for future events on
the books so go ahead and mark your calendars for the following:
Nov. 7th - application due date
Nov. 21st - Planning Meeting @ Maxwell Street Pres. @ 1:30 (venue subject to change)

Dec. 19th - Christmas Party
Jan. 16th - Planning meeting @ 1:30
(venue to be announced)
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

November 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Bible Study 10:30 am

2 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Mission mtg. 7:00

3
Bible Study 6:30

4

5

6

8
Bible Study 10:30 am

9 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Evening circle 6:30 ZOOM

10
Bible Study 6:30

11

12

13

14 Veteran’s Day
5¢ Per Meal Offering
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45

15
Bible Study 10:30 am

16 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Presbyterian Women 10:30
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Budget/finance mtg. 7:00

17
Bible Study 6:30

18
Needle Arts Fellowship 10:30

19

20

21 Christ the King Sunday

22
Bible Study 10:30 am

23 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
assemble college boxes 9:30
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00

24
Bible Study cancelled

25

26 Decorate church 9:00 am

27
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All Saints Day

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45
28 1st Sunday of Advent

OFFICE CLOSED IN CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING
29
Bible Study 10:30 am

30 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45
8

9

