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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!
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PLEASE NOTE -

ELDERS
Jeff Brubaker
Denise Crump
Sarah Gump
Beth Underwood
David Coleman
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
DEACONS
David Deaton
Randall Gray
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Jason Smart (student)
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom

Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.

CLASS OF
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2023
CLASS OF
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023

Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.
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Why is it, my Christian friends, that every year, we celebrate Easter
Sunday? Why do we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ? Is it because our collective memories are short, and we need to be reminded of a miracle that happened two
thousand years ago? Is it just an annual commemoration to pay homage to a great victory, like celebrating Memorial Day or Veterans Day? Or, perhaps it’s just that time of
year when we are glad that our long Winter is over and Spring has begun.
Certainly, these reasons for celebrating Easter can all be true. But I am convinced that
there is something much more profound in our celebrations—something perhaps so subtle, so subliminal, so inconspicuous, that we often miss the point of our celebrating.
Indeed, Easter Sunday is about death and resurrection; but not Christ’s. (Of course, our
two thousand years of observing Easter Sunday would be in vain, were it not for God’s
victory over sin and death in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. But, with regard to
Christ’s resurrection, there is only one Easter. All others are mere anniversaries of the
original Easter Sunday.) No, my Christian friends, we observe Easter Sunday, not to
commemorate Christ’s resurrection, but to celebrate our own resurrections.
Throughout our lives, we dig our own metaphorical graves. Faith is difficult; it is so
much easier to lie down in graves of mistrust. Truth is costly; it is so much more frugal
to lie down in graves of indifference. Hope is risky; it is so much safer to lie down in
graves of our own despair. Compassion is sacrificial; it is so much more comfortable to
lie down in graves of apathy.
Easter, then, is about how God mercifully and continually reaches down into the graves
that we have dug for ourselves and pulls us out, giving us new life.
This is why we celebrate Easter Sunday, so that we may be ever mindful that the strife is
o'er, the battle done; the victory of life is won; the song of triumph has begun.
“Alleluia!”
My Christian friends, may every day and eternity be Easter! “Alleluia!”
1

MISSION……..a body of people sent
Love Fund Offering in April
Recently, a woman who has been a Love Fund recipient in the past, contacted us to
seek help in finding housing. A single mother of four, she was being forced to leave her
apartment due to a change in ownership of the premises, and an affordable apartment
for the five of them was proving elusive to find. Through hard work she had saved
nearly enough to purchase a trailer which would enable her to stay housed and reduce
her monthly expenses. The trailer, though, had no appliances. Working together with
the good folks at Foothills, we and they were able to provide her with appliances, and
she, and her four children, are now settled. One family at a time, your generous donations to the Love Fund are making sustainable differences in our community. Please
send your donations to the Church office marked “for Love Fund.”
Beth
First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476

Amount

Utilities

4

$500

Rent

3

$700

ID

1

$12

Food

1

$40

Personal care item

3

$0

Total

12

$1,252

*Click the GIVING button on our church website
OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256
OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our
church name and select.
Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign
up to give through your bank site or by mailing a check to:
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March Summary - LOVE FUND
#of people severed

ONLINE GIVING
3 easy ways!

First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

Please also remember to send in
your One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering if you haven’t yet done so!

Category

First Presbyterian’s bell is rung each morning in response to the
request by Kentucky’s governor, Andy Beshear. Darisha Jenkins,
our Love Fund Coordinator, rang recently. If you would enjoy
ringing the bell one morning, please contact us. We would love to
have you join us!

15
19
20
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Tennebrae Service
April 1, 2021
7:00 p.m. zoom

22
23
24
26
29

Jack Frisbie
Austin Adkins
Matthew Guerra
Melody Mitchell
Phyllis Deaton
Ralph Thompson
Betsy Ney
Walt Handy
Helen Martin
Charlotte Gorman
Lindsay Baechtold
Chris Campbell
Ron Martin
Elliot Orttenburger
Malcolm Frisbie
Cindy Glass
Ainsley Waterbury
Serena Florell

1
7
10
15
17
18
22
23
24
29
31
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Hannah Rhee
Piper Lawrenz
Rebecca Proudfoot
Alison Underwood
Wayne Bowlin
John Cornelison
Joyce Wolf
Emma Senters
Sandee Bonar
Olivia Florell
Thomas Crump
Jeanie Logue
Emily Shaw

Book Club Evening Women’s Circle

Easter Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 4, 2021
7:00-7:30 a.m. on the front lawn

Tuesday, April 13
at 6:30 pm per Zoom

First Presbyterian Church will be celebrating The Resurrection of
our Lord with a Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday (from 7:00 to
about 7:30 am) on the front lawn of the church on Main
Street. This Sunrise Service is an excellent opportunity not only to
glorify God for the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, but it will be a great
opportunity to see the faces of one another whom we have not seen in a while. This is
also a great opportunity to witness to the world that this pandemic has not undone the
love and grace of God made known in the people of First Presbyterian Church. This
Sunrise Service will be our true resurrection witness that God has reached down into
our pandemic woes and is raising us to new life in Christ’s love.

Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents
by Isabel Wilkerson (2020)
Discussion led by Sandy Lafollette

Rebecca Esther Circle
Zoom circle meeting
April 20
10:30 a.m.

Of course, we will still need to wear our masks, to socially distance, and to avoid hugging or hand-shaking. But, by making our love for Christ known at sunrise, we shall be
making our love for one another known as well.
The service will include prayers, scripture, a homily, a solo, and the tolling of the church
bell at the moment of Easter sunrise (at 7:18 am).
We will set out a few chairs for those who may not be able to stand for a half an
hour. You are most welcome to bring your own folding chairs from home.

SUNRISE SERVICE
Sunday, April 4
7:00-7:30 a.m.
Front lawn of the church

News Brief from the Session


Missions approved the purchase of a stove through the Love Fund to assist
a client with moving into a home of her own.
 Proposals for the disbursement of extra funds from the Telford Foundation
were approved for missions and missional property usage. Agencies usually helped through the
Crafts for Missions and other missions activities of the church will receive part of the funding.
 The Worship Committee will be finalizing the protocols for reopening the church and sending them out to church members. An ad hoc committee is working on training individuals and
making preparations to do a trial run as to how these protocols will be implemented.
Continue to keep your Nominating Committee in your prayers and thoughtfully give consideration to being an officer or to those who would be on our slate of elders and deacons.

Happy 102nd
Birthday
Charlotte Gorman!
April 19

Clerk of Session
Melody Mitchell
10
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What is Joel Reading?

YOUTH GROUP!

Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman
In an effort to make better use of my time and improve my mood, I’ve
redirected my reading efforts away from internet posts and comments
and towards actual books. Being knowledgeable about the Christian
literature that is out there is, conveniently, part of my job description
and something that can be done even in the midst of a roaring pandemic. I’ve decided to share the fruits of this endeavor here in a
monthly book review for the newsletter. If you have suggestions of
things I should read or that you would like me to review, I’d love to
hear them! Please send them to joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com.
I don't think it is an overstatement to say that Howard Thurman was instrumental in
helping to set the stage for the civil rights movement of the 60’s. The relationship between Thurman’s family and that of Martin Luther King Sr.’s family is well documented and it is rumored
that Martin Luther King Jr. kept a copy of this particular book with him as he traveled to speaking engagements around the country. Indeed within these pages Thurman even calls upon the
words of the same African American spiritual used by Dr. King in his “I have a Dream” speech,
writing “Free at last, free at last, thank God almighty I’m free at last”. The influence is hard to
deny and it’s interesting, in reading Thurman, to get a sense of where Dr. King likely found
some of his theology.
The central question of “Jesus and the Disinherited” asks what the gospel of Jesus
Christ has to say to those "with their backs against the wall". It is a study of how the life, teachings and religion of Jesus Christ applies to the weak, poor, oppressed and put upon. Written at a
time when the Christian Church in America was wealthy, influential and great in number, Thurman speaks the truth in love to a church that has become more Sadducee than Christ and calls
the church to reconnect with the oppressed, impoverished Jew at the center of her religion.
In a straightforward style, Thurman probes the historical context of Jesus Christ and
does a deep examination into fear, deception, hate and love as they pertain to the children of
God suffering under oppression in all it's worldly contexts but specifically for the context of
American racism. It is eerie just how relevant Thurman's teachings are even now some 80 years
past this book's first iteration.
There is a lot to take away from Thurman's understanding of Jesus Christ within these
pages as well as a lot of historical and cultural insight to be gained from
reading "Jesus and the Disinherited". It comes highly recommended.
Joel's Favorite Quote:
"During times of war hatred becomes quite respectable, even though it has
to masquerade often under the guise of patriotism."
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CAYA!

YOUTH GROUP
WEDNESDAYS
4:00 P.M.
ZOOM

ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!
CAYA
College & Young Adult Ministry
Sundays at 7:00!
Virtually or in parking deck!

TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!
Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!

Easter Egg Hunt!
Thanks to all the youth and
parents who drove out and hid
eggs for our younger members
this month! Things went
smoothly and it was really appreciated!

Good Friday Fire pit!
Friday, April 2
7:30 p.m.
925 Cobble Drive

Montreat
Having discussed things with several of our
youth at our meeting this Saturday, there does
seem to still be an interest in going to North
Carolina in June for our annual retreat despite
the modifications we'd need to make to keep
folks safe (ie: no sharing rooms, masks must
be worn when outside of your room, social
distance must be maintained, etc.) Space for
this trip will be limited to 3 or possibly 4
youth as that's how many rooms we have
available to us. Priority will be given based on
seniority and first come first serve. We will
have a zoom meeting on
April 25th to answer
questions and discuss
logistics.

Julie and I would like to invite the youth of
the church to our back yard for a masked
and socially distanced fire in our fire pit
(weather permitting). We will have roasted
marshmallows, fellowship and a very casual
Good Friday service. Things will start at
7:30 pm at our home (925 Cobble Dr.) on
April 2nd. Space is going to be limited to
keep things safe so please do RSVP, if you
plan to come.

9

Teaching With Soul
By Joel

Greetings, My Christian Friends:
The Lord Be With You!
I know that, because of the pandemic, Holy Week
will certainly feel a little less like our Holy Weeks of
past. But, we are a church family that can still worship together virtually at 7:00 pm on Maundy
Thursday (01 April 2021). Please set aside this
time to join us in our church’s ZOOM room for the
service of Tenebrae and the observance of the Lord’s Supper. Although the
Tenebrae service is recorded, and although we cannot meet in person, we can
still break bread together and worship with hymns, with the extinguishing of candles, and with Christ’s words from the cross. Please make sure that you have
bread and wine (or grape juice) on hand at home as we join together in online
worship on Maundy Thursday.

Preschool Early Registration is open!
To register your child for the 2021/2022 school year go to the church’s website and click on the Preschool tab. Inside you will find a link to the Handbook and the Online Registration for 2021/2022. Please read handbook and register.
Miss Jenny will then mail you the rest of the registration information needed. Please return as soon
as possible along with the registration fee and first month’s tuition. You need to do this to guarantee
a spot for your child. Currently we are limited to 10 students per class. Class days and times with
fees are listed below. Please call preschool at 859-623-1492 and leave a message if you have any
questions.
Classes: 4 year old by June 1st is a M, W, F class
3 year old by June 1st is a T, Th class Hours are 8:30-11:30 am
Tuition:

M, W,F class is $180 a month
T, Th class is $125 a month

A non refundable $50 registration fee is required There is also a $75 supply fee required.

8

In 1973, a social psychologist by the name of Daniel Batson did an experiment
on a group of seminary students from Princeton Theological Seminary. His goal was to
better understand what motivates people to help others in need. The set up for the experiment was easy enough. A group of volunteer students was divided in half. The first
half was told they would be giving a brief talk on the Good Samaritan while the second
half was told they would be giving a brief talk on job opportunities at the seminary.
Both halves were then directed to another room in another building. On the sidewalk
on the way to the new room, each student encountered someone slumped over, coughing and in clear need of help. The idea behind the experiment was to see if the students who were about to give a talk on the good Samaritan would be more likely to stop
and help than the students who were about to give a talk on seminary jobs.
Funnily enough the study found that there was no real correlation between which
talk the students were about to give and whether they stopped to help the stranger they
encountered in the road. However, there was a correlation pertaining to a different variable. That variable was urgency.
How rushed the students felt played a large role in whether or not the test subjects
stopped to help the person in need. You see, when the students were sent to the
other building to give their various talks, a third of them were told there was no rush to
get to the second room, a third were simply told to go to the second room and a third
were told to get to the second room as soon as possible.
The unhurried students were over 6 times more likely to stop and help than the
students who were in a rush. To me, that’s a very telling statistic. Being in a hurry, it
would seem, causes your morality to suffer. Or in other words, our souls need for us to
not be so rushed and busy all the time. I think that might be why Sabbath is such an
important concept in the church, though it is also one of the more overlooked tenets of
our faith.
I recognize that we live in a culture that greatly values productivity and work ethic
to the point that we might even feel like we need to make excuses for the times when
we are not busy. I know I've felt that way in the past. I find myself wondering about the
effect of this pandemic on that mindset. We've all been forced to slow down for a year,
and I'm curious what a return to normalcy means in that regard. Rest is both necessary
and spiritually nourishing. Slowing down is good for the soul. It would do us good to
keep that in mind as the gears of society start to grind away again.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2
Youth fire pit
7:30 p.m.

3

Zoom 7:00 p.m.
4 Sunrise Service
on front lawn
7:00 a.m.

5

6

7 youth 4:00 zoom

8
Needle Arts Fellowship 10:3012:30 zoom

9

10

14 youth 4:00 zoom

15

16

17

24

Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Mission mtg. 7:00

Worship Svc.
online
11
Worship Svc.
online

Tuesday Crew 9-noon

12

13 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Evening Circle Book Club
6:30 zoom
Elementary Fellowship 6:30

CAYA 7:00
18
Worship Svc.
online
CAYA 7:00

19

20 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Pres. Women 10:30 zoom
Preschool mtg. 3:45 zoom
CE mtg. 4:45 zoom
Budget/finance 7:00

21 youth 4:00 zoom

22

23

25
Worship Svc.
online

26

27 Tuesday Crew 9-noon

28 youth 4:00 zoom

29

30

Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00

CAYA 7:00
6
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