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THE SAME MIND

Curtis Christian
curtischristian@richmondfpc.com

I have noticed that many Christians define themselves by what they believe; they seem to think that to be
a Christian is to believe the right things. To be a Christian is to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, that He died on the cross to save us from sin; that He is raised from the dead to reign at the right
hand of God the Father. Defining our Christianity by what we believe is called “orthodoxy.”
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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!

danamiller@richmondfpc.com

MASK WEARING:

Jeff Brubaker
Denise Crump
Sarah Gump
Beth Underwood
David Coleman
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
DEACONS
David Deaton
Randall Gray
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Jason Smart (student)
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom

But orthodoxy is merely the beginning of the Christian faith. It’s not enough to believe the right things;
our beliefs must be the reason and foundation for our behavior. To be a Christian is not only to believe
the right things, but also to do the right things. Defining our Christianity by what we do is called
“orthopraxis.”
The Apostle Paul demonstrates how our ethical actions are founded on our theological beliefs. In his letter to the Philippians, he quotes an ancient Christian hymn to remind us what we believe. He writes:
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Presbyterian tidings

Because the Delta Variant is proving
to be even more virulent than originally thought, especially among the
unvaccinated, the CDC is recommending a return to indoor mask
wearing for all persons gathering in
groups indoors. So, following this recommendation, the Session asks everyone to remain masked during our inperson services of worship. We regret
the inconvenience, but for the sake of
the unvaccinated, especially our children, we appreciate your patience and
compassion as we make Christ’s love
known during our worship services.
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Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:5b-11)
Accordingly, because we believe that Christ humbled Himself of His majestic position in order to show
God’s love for others, we too should have the same mind as Jesus Christ. We too should humble ourselves from our lofty position as the image of God in order to show God’s love for others. Our beliefs
about Jesus Christ should be the foundation for our actions toward others. Paul writes:
Be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 2:2b-5)
But remember this, my Christian friends: these verses of Scripture should not be misused as a way to assign permanent subordinate status to some and superior status to others. Such misuse is completely
counter to Paul’s meaning. The “self-emptying” pattern of Christ is that of One Who knows that His true
identity is “equality with God.” Our true identity is as those created in God’s own image and likeness. It
is on the foundation of this belief of equal standing with one another that we are then invited into a mind
of mutual humility and loving service for one another.
My Christian friends, let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.
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MISSION……..a body of people sent
As Joel recently reminded us in his children's message, “snack time is important!” Through feeding others inclusively we model Christ to the
world. Face-to-face sharing of our snacks is difficult still in this time, but
we are blessed with food programs through which we can make Christ's
love known. As you enjoy your meals and snack times in the coming
weeks, please consider “sharing your snack” through a donation to the 5 Cents a Meal
offering to be collected August 22. 20% of the collection will be distributed to Grace
Now, feeding folks here in Madison County, with the remainder distributed to PCUSA
programs around the country and throughout the world.
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Love Fund News
Mark Johnson
June 2021 Summary
Category

Amount

Utilities

# of people
served
13

Rent

17

$8,702.68

ID

0

$0

Food

4

$120

Personal
care item

10

Cupboard

Gas

15

$375

Car Insurance
Storage

1

$133.96

1

$460

Total

61

$13,512.38

$3,720.74

Welcome to the following
new officers of
First Presbyterian Church.
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DIACONAL CLASS 2024:
Linda Adams
Eric Everett
Lynn Shearon
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SESSIONAL CLASS 2023:
Courtney Lawrenz
Elizabeth Underwood
SESSIONAL CLASS 2024:
David Deaton
James Exline
Bonnie Gray

Thank you to the following
officers for their service:
Jeff Brubaker, Denise Crump,
Sarah Gump,
David Deaton, Randall Gray,
Susan Lee and Jason Smart.
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Connie Reimold
Cheryl Pruitt
Will Harter
T.J. Glass
Jackie Vance
Mary Harter
Abby Perry Freeman
Aiden Orttenburger
Gil Shew
Susan Handy
Lucy Waterbury
Bonnie Gray
Marlene Waller
Jen Deaton
Sarah Gump
Lolly Hissom
Dot Kirkpatrick
Coy Weldon
Marsha Frazier
Pam Lawrenz
Lynn Shearon
Kyah Brinegar
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Dale Lawrenz
Sue Fain
George Ferrell
Randall Gray
Tracy Lamb
Joel Stanley
Amelia Shew
Bruce Bonar
Pierce Johnson, Jr.
Karen Losson
Carter Lamb
Ella Park
Gene Wolf
Phyllis Gump
Jeanie Smith
Bill Carrico
Jim Ney
Mandy Owens

5¢ A MEAL OFFERING
AUGUST 22
ONLINE GIVING

3 easy ways!

*Click the GIVING button on our church website OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256 OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our church name and select.
Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign up to give through your
bank site or by mailing a check to:
First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
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Teaching With Soul
By Joel
Over the last two months in these articles of mine, we have been dissecting a quote from Rodger
Nishioka, a noted Presbyterian pastor and scholar. The quote we’ve been studying is one that
Nishioka said when he was addressing our own Presbytery not too long ago. The quote is this:
“the biggest problem facing the church today is that people work at play, worship at work and
play at worship”. So far we’ve spent some time looking at what it means to “work at play” and
what it means to “worship at work”. For today’s article, we’ll dive into what exactly it means to
“play at worship”.
I’ll be honest and admit that I’ve saved this one for last because it’s probably the most
difficult for me. I tend to enjoy playing at worship in the sense that I use puppets in children’s
sermons and like a healthy dose of humor on my Sunday mornings. Do these things constitute
playing at worship? I don’t think so, but you have to be careful.
In my experience, play is an easy route toward engagement and engaging with the scripture is no small part of what worship is all about. But I’ve come to learn that there’s a fine line
between play as a means of engagement and play as a means of entertainment simply for entertainment’s sake. The former can enhance a worship service while the latter is distracting. I can’t
quite articulate where the line between enhancement and distraction is, but I know it when it’s
crossed. Usually when it’s crossed there is a palpable shift in focus away from God in the worship service.
So a healthy balance of fun, engaging stuff in worship is not necessarily the “play” that
Nishioka is lamenting by saying that we “play at worship”. Rather, by saying that we “play at
worship”, I believe Nishioka is making the critique that worship is not taken as seriously as it
should be. So how do we know if we’re being serious enough about worship? According to the
prophet, Amos, the level of righteousness in our lives is a good indication.
Amos was a prophet and a sheep herder who was called to bring God’s message to Israel at a time when they were not taking their worship seriously enough. Amos doesn’t mince
words with Israel about it either.
I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even
though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though
you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. Away with the
noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. (Amos 5:21-23)
This is Amos on God’s behalf, letting Israel know that their worship was lacking in sincerity.
Israel’s worship had become displeasing to God because Israel’s actions had taken a turn towards the unjust. Amos’ solution to the problem is a simple one. He writes, “But let justice roll
on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream”(Amos 5:21-23).
Amos seems to be suggesting that the best way to get more serious about our worship is
by living lives that are more righteous. Living better lives is the only avenue to more authentic
worship. You can’t have sincere worship if you are not fighting for righteousness in the world.
If our lives reflect the fact that we take our worship seriously, there is a much better chance that
we are actually worshipping authentically and sincerely. So let’s stop playing at worship and
start fighting for justice.
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What is Joel Reading?

YOUTH GROUP!

“And Social Justice for All: Empowering Families, churches
and Schools to Make a Difference in God’s World” by Lisa Van
Engen
Almost more of a curriculum than a book, Van Engen’s
“And Social Justice for All'' is an excellent starting point for introducing children to some of the world’s more pressing concerns. Consisting of 14 chapters, each focused on a different
issue, “And Social Justice for All” is tightly organized into sections that explain the issue, explain why the issue is important
on a global scale, explain why the issue is important locally, tie the issue to scripture,
suggest activities that help children more fully understand the issue, offer discussion
questions to more fully evaluate the issue and give insight into what is currently being
done by churches, our government and nonprofits to address the issue. The 14 chapters offered by Engen cover a wide variety of topics from pollution to human trafficking
and topics are covered both sensitively and in a straight forward way.
This was a good read. As a parent, I appreciated it. As a Sunday School
teacher, it had some good suggestions and ideas. The activities and discussion questions are innovative and developmentally appropriate. It is levelled in such a way that
there is something here for parents of children who are any age. “And Social Justice for
All” really covers an impressive amount of material as well and it’s strict adherence to
structure is truly a blessing for using the book with Sunday school classes or youth
groups. It is clear this was a work of love for Engen and it is certainly worth reading for
anyone who has an interest in helping children grow in a socially conscious way or who
might be looking for first steps towards living their lives more equitably. It comes highly
recommended.

CAYA!

TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!
Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!

ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!
CAYA
College & Young Adult Ministry
Lunch Wednesdays 11:00
Youth Group
Lunch
Wednesdays 11:00

Preschool Open House
August 15th 1-2:30pm
Open to everyone. We ask those over the
age of 5 to please wear a mask.

RALLY DAY!

August 29!

Richmond Parks and Recreation
Department is accepting donations for their annual Back to
School Bash . They are specifically looking for:
LOOSE LEAF PAPER
MARKERS
COLORED PENCILS
SINGLE SUBJECT
NOTEBOOKS

9:00-9:45 a.m.
Irvine McDowell Park
Come join us as we recognize our
students and teachers, enjoy a little
fellowship and celebrate the beginning of a new school year together!

Please drop off your donations
at 345 Lancaster Rd.

Joel’s Favorite Quote: “Making a difference means helping
someone see something they have not seen before”

2021!
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It's that time of year again!
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Vacation Bible School

5

6

7

Tuesday Crew 9-noon

4
Youth and CAYA lunch 11:00
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

Fri

Sat

1 Vacation Bible School
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45
Ordination/Installation of officers

2 Vacation Bible School
Bible Study 10:30

8
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

9
Bible Study 10:30

10
Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30

11
Youth and CAYA lunch 11:00
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

12
Needle Arts Fellowship 11:30

13

14

15
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

16
Bible Study 10:30

17
Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
Budget/finance mtg. 7:00

18
Youth and CAYA lunch 11:00
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

19

20

21

22 5 cents Per Meal Offering
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

23
Bible Study 10:30

24
Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00

25
Youth and CAYA lunch 11:00
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

26

27

28

29
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
1st worship 10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

30
Bible Study 10:30

31
Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
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Thu
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