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ELDERS            CLASS OF 
 

Wayne Bowlin   2018 

Tracy Lamb   2018 

Dale Lawrenz   2018 

Lynn Shearon   2018 

Bill Carrico   2019 

Don Dickson   2019 

Paul Hager   2019 

Lucie Nelson   2019 
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John Roberts   2020 
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Presbyterian tidings  

 

No Disposable People 
  

What is it that makes a person a leader?  I would venture to say that a leader is more than the office held 

or the title on a business card.  Indeed, Jesus of Nazareth holds the office of the Messiah (the Christ), 

whose business card might read ñSon of God.ò  But this titleðthis officeðis hardly the reason that Chris-

tians follow Jesus as their leader.  Rather, we Christians follow Jesus, not for His rank or position, but for 

what He does.  He welcomed the stranger.  He lifted up the poor.  He fed the hungry.  He healed the sick.  

He was a friend of sinners.   
  
The purpose and pattern of leadership (especially for those of us in the church) should not be understood 

in terms of power or control.  Rather, true leadership should be patterned after the servant ministry of Je-

sus Christ.  Thus, true leadership in the church is ñministryò (from the Latin, meaning ñserviceò).  Leader-

ship is service to others, just as Christ came into the world not to be served, but to serve (Mark 10:45). 
  

The evidence that Jesus Christ is the paradigm of leadership is shown in His passion: ñWhile we still were 

sinners, Christ died for usò (Romans 5:8).  Christ died for us, not to control us or to lord His power over 

us.  He died for us because He loves us.  And if Christ indeed loves us, then we are (by definition) lov-

able.   
 

And, as loveable beings, we must see ourselves as lovable, and we must of course love ourselves.  A fail-

ure to love ourselves is a personal declaration that we are unlovable.  A failure to love ourselves is the 

same as having no faith in Christôs love for usðit is tantamount to declaring that Jesus Christ suffered in 

vain and that He died for nothing.  Truly, then, there is no love of God without (at least, in part) a love of 

self; and there is no love of self without a love of God.  (See Matthew 22:37-39)  
 

We are, therefore, lovable, worthwhile persons.  If the world should believe that any one of us is unlov-

able or unworthy, then that worldly belief is a scandal to the Gospel of Christ.  If any of our worldly lead-

ers should say that some of us are of no worth, then such leaders fail to pattern themselves after the mis-

sion and servant leadership of Jesus Christ. 
 

It used to be said that our elected leaders are ñpublic servants.ò  But I fret that our leaders have forgotten 

that they are servants; they have forgotten to pattern their leadership after Christôs example of servant 

ministry.  Of late, I have heard some of our national leaders declare, or repeat, or condone, or excuse 

some very disgraceful expletives to describe the worth of some of Godôs people.  Some of our leaders 

have defamed the worth of certain persons based on where they come from, or what they look like, or 

what degrees they have, or how much they possess.  Some of our leaders have labeled certain persons as 

detestable refuse. 
 

This is not how Christ leads us, and it is not how our leaders ought to lead.  The very mission and mes-

sage of Christ makes clear that God does not create disposable persons.  If any of our ñpublic servantsò 

should defame you (or anyone else) as refuse, do not believe such defamation.  Rather, believe the mes-

sage of the true ñservantò who came to serve.  You are a worthy and lovable creation of God; do not let 

any of our leaders tell you otherwise.  Show such worldly leaders that you and others are indeed worth-

while and lovableðlove yourselves, and serve others in love as Christ loved and served us.  
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Hello church family! 
 

As we have all probably heard by now our church family night program is 

going through a major change. Most Wednesday nights will be a bring your 

own dinner kind of event with a few potluck style meals and occasionally a 

pizza night! We are in a transition so we are still working out all the kinks, 

so I appreciate everyone being so graceful about this. On the last Wednesday of every month we 

will have a Welcome Wednesday event where members of the church come together to help 

make the meal and we invite everyone in the congregation to join us in fellowship. This evening 

is also open to the public, so please invite your friends and neighbors! Thanks to the work of 

some wonderful volunteers flyers have been distributed around Richmond. I would like to take 

the time to thank Sarah Gump, Winnie Mitchell, Linda Adams, Lucie Nelson, Lucy Waterbury, 

and the Women's Sunday class for their hard work to help me get this rolling. If you would like 

to help with Welcome Wednesday in anyway, please contact me.  
 

     Alicia Shackleford  (502/322-7923) 

7th  Bring your own    alicia_boone10@mymail.eku.edu 

14th  Bring your own  

21st  Potluck 5:45 

28th  Welcome Wednesday 6:00 

THE PROPHETS STILL SPEAK  
 

The topic for our Lenten Lunches for 2018 is ñThe Prophets Still Speak.ò  The messages that 

the prophets spoke were meaningful to people in a variety of circumstances, over a long period.  

Their messages come to us today in vastly different times, but with the same penetrating power.  

Their emphases are crucial statements of the concerns that nations and societies should haveð

and the changes that they should enactðif they are to reflect the ways God wants people to live 

with one another.  The emphases of the prophets on the God Who encounters us in judgment 

and in grace are words for the contemporary church to hear and to experience as well.  The pro-

phetic promises and hopeðgrounded in the God who created and loves usðcan be personally 

appropriated to bring us faith and peace. 
 

Come; join us at 12:00 noon on the Wednesdays of Lent for soup, sandwich, and prophets. 
 

The Schedule for the Study is: 
 

February 14  Prophetic Calls 

February 21  Amos & Micah:  Calling for Social Justice 

February 28  Isaiah of Jerusalem:  Calling for Righteous Leaders 

March 07  Hosea & Jeremiah:  Calling for Single-Minded Devotion 

March 14  Ezekiel & Second Isaiah:  Calling for Chastened Hope 

Program is at 6:30 p.m. 
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On Feb. 17-18, the First Presbyterian Youth group will be going to Paoli Peaks 

for a time of skiing and fellowship. We will leave the church at 5pm Saturday 

afternoon and take the church van to Paoli, IN. We will enjoy Midnight Mad-

ness Skiing from 8pm until 3 am. We will stay at the Super 8 Inn on Saturday 

night and return to Richmond Sunday afternoon. The trip is going to cost each youth $90 for skiing, 

equipment rentals and hotel rooms. This money will be due to Joel before we leave. The youth will also 

need to bring money for two meals on the road. If you are planning to attend, you must let Joel know by 

youth group on the 11th.  Inexperienced skiers will be required to take a skiing lesson before hitting the 

slopes. No exceptions.  Our ski trips have always been a lot of fun and Iôm sure that this yearôs will be no 

exception! 

Souperbowl of Caring 
 

The youth will be hosting their annual Souperbowl of Caring luncheon 

immediately following church on Feb. 4th.  We will be serving a wide 

variety of soups, homemade bread and a dessert for the reasonable price 

of $5.00. All proceeds for this event go to helping needy members of our 

community through our own Love Fund. So please plan to come join us 

and enjoy a great meal and help a great cause all at the same time.  

Youth are needed to help cook soup and set up on the 

3rd and during the Sunday school hour on the 4th, as 

well as serve soup during the event following worship. If 

you are in middle school or high school and can come 

out and give us a hand it would be appreciated. 

Meal Sign Up 
 

A big thank you to the Adams, Harter, Milanesi and the 

Lawrenz families for helping out with our youth group 

meals in the months of December and January!  The 

meals were great and we appreciate your willingness to 

serve in this way!  If you are interested in providing our youth group with 

a meal (and weôd love it if you were), there is a signup sheet outside of 

Joelôs office. 

Sundays 6:00 ð7:30 p.m.  

Montreat Deposits 
 

If you are planning on go-

ing to the Montreat Youth 

Conference with us this 

summer a $100 deposit is 

due in to Joel to save your 

place.  This deposit needs 

to be in by March 15th so 

that we can start the regis-

tration process. 
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February 
 

March  

 

1 Cleetis Noffsinger 

4 Jeanie Crump 

5 Genevieve Clay 

 Thomas J. Smith 

7 Becky Elam 

 Howard Logue 

8 John Lamb 

9 Debbie Barkley 

 Joseph Shackleford 

10 Jack Hissom 

11 David Losson 

15 David Reimold 

16 Cathy Cornelison 

17 Sid Pitches 

19 Peggy Napier 

20 Dan Florell 

22 Caroline Crump 

 Davis Crump 

24 Barbara Lichty 

25 Hazel Pitches 

29 Jennifer Brubaker 

1 Sadie Martin 

2           Paula Guerra 

4 Steven Gump 

6 Norris MacKinnon 

7 Grace Stanley 

10 Nate Frisbie 

13 Kathy Shew 

14 Trae Carr 

19 Randy Shew 

20 Stephen Guerra 

23 George Crabb 

 Lucas Glass 

 Dale Patrick 

 Mark Wilson 

24 Brennan Sidor 

30 Ray Cornelison 

31 Mike Weldon 

 

MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE  

 

Preschool mtg.  2/13      11:45 am 

Christian Ed Mtg. 2/13      12:30 pm  

Mission Mtg.  2/6      7:00 

Deacon Mtg.  2/11      Noon 

LWW mtg.  2/11       6:00 

CNC mtg.  2/18       Noon 

Budget/Finance mtg. 2/20      7:00 

Session mtg.  2/27      7:00 

 

USHERS 

 

Feb 4  

Dale & Pam Lawrenz 

Shelby & Carter Lamb 

 

Feb. 11  

John Roberts   

Jack Hissom    

Jason Smart     

Davis Crump 

 

Feb 18  

John Harter     

Tom Long    

Gil Shew  

David Coleman 

 

Feb. 25  

John & Marcia Florell   

Leah Crump   

Will Harter 

Liturgist  

 

February 4 

Jackie Vance 
 

February 11 

Lucy Waterbury  
 

February 18 

David Coleman 
 

February 25 

Philip Gump 
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LOVE FUND NEWS 
Happy New Year 2018! We praise God for His faithfulness during 2017 and look forward to this 

year! Here is 2017 in review: we helped with 908 needs and assisted with $54,276.57. Telford fund por-

tion of our funding was $33,062.04. The congregational and other credits were $14,413.31. The total 

funding added up to $47,475.35. The funds that rolled over from 2016 to 2017 also helped us. Thank you 

for being Godôs instrument in providing for the needs in our community. Your prayers, helping hands, 

financial contributions, and personal care items are greatly appreciated! 

      Jaana Kwiecinski, Love Fund Coordinator 

 

 

 

2017 Love Fund Information 

Needs 

Serve

d Category Amount 

Telford 

Fund De-

posits 

Cong. Gifts & 

Other Credits 

Total Deposits 

564 Utilities $35,756.01     

154 Rent $14,015.83     

56 Gasoline $1,254.45     

5 Miscellaneous $977.92     

57 ID & DL Fees $716.00     

22 Food $671.51     

3 Work Boots $313.49     

0 Postage $294.00     

3 Prescriptions $237.11     

1 Transportation $40.25     

43 Personal Care Items $0.00     

908 Total $54,276.57 $33,062.04 $14,413.31 $47,475.35 
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Thank you notes have been received from the following organizations 

for the donations from the Annual Arts & Crafts for Mission event held 

in November.  These notes are posted on the bulletin board in the fellow-

ship hall. 

Galilean Home Ministries 

Health, Now! Clinic 

Liberty Place Recovery Center 

Open Concern 

Telford Terrace, Inc. 

Telford YMCA 

Missionéé a body of people sent 

 

News From Our Missionaries 
 

 Our missionaries, Les and Cindy Morgan, have returned to Rajshahi, Bangladesh after a 

month hiatus.  They have an apartment across the road from the Christian Mission Hospital 

where they advise on patient care and assist in grassroot health ministries in twenty-three rural 

parishes of the Church of Bangladesh and among their Muslim and Hindu neighbors.  Their 

health ministries take them to small villages into mud-walled, dirt floored homes and to the bed-

sides of some of the poorest people in the world. 

 Please keep Les and Cindy in your prayers for health and safety in their mission to min-

ister to God's people. 

       The Mission Committee 

  

 

February Special Offering 
 

 On February 18 we will receive the first of four 5 Cents Per Meal 

offerings for 2018.  You may remember 80% of our offering goes to the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program and 20% remains in our community.  Our 

20% will go to Grace Now, a ministry of providing food to our hungry 

neighbors here in Richmond.  When we provide direct food aid, we fulfill 

our mandate from Jesus to feed the hungry.  Special offering envelopes will 

be in the pew racks for your donations.  Pray that all God's children have access to sufficient 

food and that those of us who have more than we need seek out the hungry and share. 
 

                                        The Mission Committee 
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THE BUCKHORN MISSION 
 
Many thanks to FPC congregation for making Buckhorn Family and Childrenôs 
Home a happier Christmas.  Donations exceeded our expectations.  Each Sun-
day school class took a girlôs wish list and made the wish come true.  Marsha, 
Jennifer, Nancy and Frankie did the same.  Nancy Bôs sewing group provided 
over 30 beautifully embroidered pillow cases.  An array of items, TV, towels, 
wash cloths, etc. were provided for Midway Cottage by the Womenôs Sunday 
School class.  It was an easy trip for Ralph Thompson, Delores Harder and 
Jeanie & Fred Crump only because of the generosity of FPC. Thanks again for 
making Christmas 2017 brighter for the Buckhorn family.  

 

Advent arrived a little late this year and with 

some confusion on my part. It all turned out 

well. Many thanks to the Deatonôs, Shewôs 

and Orttenburgerôs, Florellôs and the Jettôs 

&  Reevesô. I hope these readings made us 

think more about the birth of Jesus many 

years ago.  Happy New Year and the best 

for 2018. 

   Kitty Shew 

Thank you church members for all of 

your cards, prayers and concerns dur-

ing my husbandôs illness. 
 

  Frankie Moore 

 Thank you for your donation to the 

Salvation Army Food Pantry. 

 We would also like to thank you 

for all the church does for our annual tea.  

The Tea is our biggest fundraiser and with-

out the churchôs generosity, we would not 

be able to provide assistance to our needy 

families. 

  Blessings and thank you, 

  The Salvation Army  

          Womenôs Auxiliary 

Dear FPC Family, 

 Thank you for the finals care pack-

age! It arrived just before my exams and it 

made studying a whole lot easier. Iôm look-

ing forward to coming home around Easter 

for spring break and visiting with everyone.  

Once again, thanks! :) 

                 

                             Love, Kristin Brubaker 
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 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

or at home should be updated monthly by the Deacons. The Pastor and the Head of Deacons need to share 

 information and work together on caring for members who cannot attend worship or activities.  

¶ The head pastor should keep a record of all visitations and submit this information to Session in the               
        monthly Pastorôs report. 

¶ Provide ministry and visits to McCready Manor and Telford Terrace (Bible Study Group). 

¶ Establish a prayer tree or prayer group. 

¶ Solve transportation issues for older members of church, for all of St. Andrews residents and others                 
       in community. 
 

Goal 3 - FELLOWSHIP  
 

To provide programs and activities which are enjoyable and meet the needs for all ages. 

To provide activities that encourage communication between generations. 

To provide activities that are suitable for young families. 

¶ Have older members serve as mentors for younger members. 

¶ Plan family friendly activities that include exercise and use of the gym. 

¶ Provide opportunities for small or LIFE groups for mixed ages. 

¶ Cookouts, tailgates, movie and game nights. 

¶ Provide periodic small concerts after church for the congregation ï soloists, all groups, etc. 
 

GOAL 4 - WORSHIP 
 

To provide worship experiences that meet the needs of a diverse congregation. 
 

Suggestions: 

¶ Provide a variety of music (old hymns, new hymns, child friendly songs/hymns, handbell choir). 

¶ Have a hymn sing as part of a service. 

¶ Provide two services. One at 8:30am and one at 11am. 

¶ Provide various sermon styles and guest preachers every so often. 

¶ Request that congregation remain in seats and listen to the Postlude. 
 

GOAL 5 ï MISSIONS 
 

To provide opportunities for mission activities for the members. 
 

Suggestions: 

¶ Provide events for members and non-members, e.g., ñOil Changeò for single mothers like First Baptist. 

¶ Volunteering in the community. 

¶ Continue our work with Living Waters. 

¶ Within their guidelines, provide support in place with groups like Liberty Place. 

¶ Cooperate with other churches and organizations in the community to determine community needs. 
      

                 Jennifer Brubaker, Lucie Nelson, Paul Hager 
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The survey you completed last Fall has been reviewed and some goals have been formulated 

from the results.  We owe thanks to Jennifer Brubaker for formulating the goals and to Beth Un-

derwood for reviewing them. The session has also considered the goals and results.  Your sug-

gestions are already being implemented and it is expected that the results and your comments 

will be reviewed again and other changes made as time goes on. Thanks to all those who com-

pleted a survey. 

Paul Hager, Chair of Congregational Nurture and Care Committee 

 
 

 

Goals for FPC 
 

GOAL 1 - INCREASE MEMBERSHIP  
 

1.To provide a welcoming atmosphere to those who enter our doors. 

2. Strive to build a more accepting, diverse and loving community in Christôs church. 

3. To implement activities that foster positive relationships and extend hospitality in the local    

     community.  
 

Suggestions for how to increase membership:  
 

¶ Welcome Visitors by using Greeters, collecting contact information, following up with communica-        
        tion such as a home visit, phone call or card. 

¶ Invite friends, family member, neighbor or coworker to church or a church sponsored event. 

¶ Publicity and Advertising 

¶ Volunteering in the Community. 

¶ Extending hospitality to our neighbors in local businesses. 

¶ Establish and build relationships in the community outside the church through off-site ministry. 

¶ Have information that is correct on the website and easy to navigate. 

¶ Signage and Parking- Signs should be visible and give the passerby a feel for whatôs inside. People   
        need access to parking and directions on where to park. 

¶ Schedule a new member class on the calendar for anyone interested in joining or finding out more   
       about our church. 

¶ Keep Community Calendar up to date. 

¶ Continue with name tags. 

¶ Provide periodic mini-concerts after Sunday morning worship. 
 

GOAL 2 - VISITATIONS/MEMBER CARE  
 

To visit and keep in communication and minister to those who are absent, ill, nursing home, hospi-

tal, shut-ins and caregivers on a more frequent basis. 
 

Suggestions: 

Deacons need to be more proactive and keep in touch with their members on their lists and inform the 

office staff if Pastoral visitations are needed. Like-wise the Pastor needs to inform the Deacons of persons  

who are unable to come to church and would like visitors and prayer. Prayer lists for persons who are sick 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 
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This past December, the youth of our church helped with the Marshall-

Moretz dinner mission project. They came in an extra evening to move and 

set all the tables. On Christmas Eve they helped conduct the Christmas 

bingo game, helped during the dinner and helped Santa with the gift giv-

ing.  We truly needed them and we are grateful for their participation. 
 

   Sandy Connor and Linda Adams 

                               
 

A big THANK YOU!!! to our Church Family and Friends, the Tuesday crew, our Youth Group, 

Dana, and Curtis for covering all the jobs which make our Christmas Eve Mission possible. 
 

We served around 110 guests. They all had plenty to eat and all of them received gifts to take 

home.  Thank you to our kitchen crew, servers, hosts, and clean up crew led by Phil & Paul. 
 

We thank you for all the donations of food, drinks, gifts of bread and sweets for the adults, and 

toys for the children and other donations.  
 

Also, many thanks to the committees who gave of their time so eloquently, and do so every 

year. The overwhelming generosity of our church is amazing! 
 

                                                            Sandy and Linda 

2017 Missions Year in Review  
            The Missions Committee would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 

helped to make 2017ôs missions a success.  We appreciate the time and talent for example that 

you have demonstrated through your assistance with the Love Fund, Marshall/Moretz Christmas 

Eve dinner, donations to the Pregnancy Help Center, Parade Hospitality, the Giving Tree, gifts 

for Buckhorn residences, and the Comfort Blanket Project.  A BIG thank you to all of you who 

presented the various Moments for Missions and Ministry.   You also generously gave a total of 

$28,349.36 to the following offerings: 
 

       5 Cents per Meal       $3,761.91 

 One Great Hour of Sharing    $1,557.00 

 Pentecost Offering     $   912.00 

 Hurricane Relief     $3,285.00 

 Buckhorn Childrenôs Home                $2,116.00 

 Peace and Global Witness    $   237.00 

 Christmas Joy Offering    $1,015.00 

 Love Fund                $14,069.45           

 Waters of the Living Lord    $1,396.00 
 

  This congregation truly demonstrates the mission of the church:  ñWe exist not for our-

selves, but to love Jesus Christ and to make Christôs love known.ò      

               Blessings to all, 

               The Missions Committee          
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The Evening Women's Circle  
 

Wednesday, February 13th  

6:30 in the church parlor 
 

We will continue a video Bible study called "We Saved You a 

Seat" by Lisa-Joe Baker. It is a study on finding and keeping last-

ing friendships. Pam Lawrence will bring dessert. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 11 

ICE MELT AND SAND! 
 

The Tuesday Crew has placed two gray tubs in front 

of the elevator in the Narthex.  One is filled with sand 

and the other is filled with Ice Melt. A bucket and 

scoop is included with each. 

 

Feel free to use as neededð 

anyone and everyone! 

Esther Circle 

February 20 

10:00 a.m. 

Shin Sunday School Room  

off of the Fellowship Hall 

Pam Lawrenz is hostess and  

Jean Roberts will lead the lesson. 

 

 

 

Rebekah Circle 

February 20 

1:00 p.m. 

Parlor 
  

Pleasanton Goods Tearoom in Paris 
 

Thursday, February 22 

Meet at 10:45 am in the lower parking lot.  

Sign-up sheet is in the fellowship hall.  
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Teaching with Soul  
By Joel  

 

When I was young, I was not the best at sitting still or being quiet or paying attention.  If Iôm being com-

pletely honest about it, Iôm still not too great at these things today, but when I was under ten years old, I 

was utterly hopeless at them.  Unfortunately being still, quiet and attentive are all skills that are needed in 

order to make it through your typical Presbyterian worship service. I have several vivid memories of just 

how tough it can be for an elementary student to behave for the duration of a whole church service.  I can 

remember doing everything from reading to coloring to tic tac toe to help pass the time and keep myself 

occupied.  It didnôt always work and there were frequently times when I would try to amuse myself in 

other less appropriate more disruptive ways.   I can remember my father, a Presbyterian minister, pausing 

in the midst of his sermon to stare at me, hold up his index finger and mouth the word ñoneò as a warning 

that I was getting too rowdy.  If I didnôt heed the warning, Iôd get two fingers and a sternly mouthed 

ñtwoò next.  If I continued to misbehave, there wouldnôt be a three so much as the service would just kind 

of stop while Dad came down from the pulpit to pull me out of the sanctuary by my ears.  This meant that 

most Sundayôs I was faced with the underwhelming choice between being bored or being in trouble.  It 

didnôt really make church my favorite place to be. 

 As Iôm a parent myself now, I understand what a powder keg Sunday services can be to families 

with young children.  Parents are on edge, because there is a perceived pressure for them to keep their 

children well behaved and perfect (Pro tip: no one really expects your children to behave perfectly in 

church).  Children are on edge because they are not designed to be still, quiet and attentive and because 

they can pick up on the tense vibes given off by their parents.  Itôs a wonder anyone wants to come to 

church in a situation like that.  This is partially why we have the Childrenôs church program that we do.  I 

believe that itôs good for children to learn the fundamentals of worship in an environment that is a little 

more geared towards their particular needs.  Itôs a place where they can ask questions if they need to and 

explore the worship space in their own ways.  Thatôs what childrenôs church is for, and it does a good job 

of that. 

 That being said, I believe itôs important for children to have experience with the adult worship 

service too.  This is why we keep the children in the service with us on communion Sundays.  As bored as 

I was with church when I was younger, there were still times when I would look around and sense that 

something was happening and know that something important was going on.  I could see that people were 

being moved by the music, touched by the scripture and challenged by the sermon.  I could see adults that 

I knew and who I loved engaged in worship.  Experiencing that kind of stuff is really no small thing for a 

kid.  I was too young to know it when it was going on, but there were times when I would put down my 

coloring book and really feel the Holy Spirit at work in the church services that were often so boring to 

me.  I think thatôs important for kids too. 

 I was reading a Blog post recently by Carolyn Brown, a pastor and Christian educator who was 

discussing the difficulties that are often present themselves whenever children and adults worship to-

gether.  Brown suggests that the first step towards cohesive multigenerational worship is a fundamental 

shift in the understanding of what worship is.  She suggests that we should see worship as being more like 

a sport and less like a movie.  Meaning that worship is something we actively do and not something we 

passively watch.  When we accept this understanding, we realize that children need practice at worship to 

get better at it just as much as they might need to practice a sport to improve.  By that analogy childrenôs 

worship is like tee ball. Itôs a good way to learn the fundamentals to a point but some things you can only 

ever learn by getting out there and taking a few swings at actual pitches.  Even if you miss more than you 

hit, the experience is still valuable.     

       In Christ,  Joel 
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Results of Survey at First Presbyterian Church 
 

Only @ 22% of the congregation filled out the survey (based on 200 Members). Not really enough data to 

make recommendations or conclusions. Members that did the survey and turned it in feel strongly about 

the churchôs mission and most are participants in *committees/leadership roles they serve (based on the 

data collected). 
 

66% of those who responded are 55+ making this group the majority of those who responded. It is reflec-

tive of the age in the congregation. 
 

To summarize the data and establish some goals, I looked at the highest number of responses to questions 

(men and women combined) on the survey. 
 

PARTICIPATION: The top five activities are: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

IMPORTANCE: The top 6 activities that were rated/considered VERY IMPORTANT based on the sur-

vey group: 
 

 

 
 

WHAT WE DO WELL -  THE TOP 4 
  
 

 
 

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES WE SHOULD START:  
 

WORSHIP:  
 

 
 

MEMBER CARE:  
 

 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  
 

 

MISSIONS: 

-Disaster assistance teams 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP:  

 

 
 

Continued on page 19 

Worship 

Music 

Sunday School 

*Committees/Leadership 

Fellowship 

Worship 

Local Missions 

Community Outreach 

Visitation 

Youth Ministries 

Music 

Local Missions Outreach 

Music 

Worship 

Fellowship 

Non- traditional services 

Early Morning Services at 8:30am 

Restart Hand Bell Choir 

Guest Preachers 

-Better transportation to Sunday School and Church. 

-Visitation 

-Involvement with non-participating members. 

-Ministries that are off-site at EKU, McCready Manor, and Telford 

-Community Outreach in Madison County. 

-Exercise programs in the FLC (gym) 

-Small Groups   

-Womenôs Dinner in May 

-Exercise and team activities 
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Souperbowl of Caring  
Sunday, February 4  
 
 

The youth will be hosting their annual Souperbowl of Caring 
luncheon immediately following church on Feb. 4th .  We will be 
serving a wide variety of soups, homemade bread and a dessert 
for the reasonable price of $5.00. All proceeds for this event go to 
helping needy members of our community through our own Love 
Fund. So please plan to come join us and enjoy a great meal and 
help a great cause all at the same time.   

Battle of Richmond Association  
 

is creating a cookbook and they are asking 

for recipe contributions! 
 

Recipes must be typewritten with no met-

ric measurements.  Please suggest a cate-

gory appropriate for your recipe.  Please 

include contact information.  
 

Deadline is Thursday, March 15. 
 

You may email your recipe to  

battleofrichmond1862@yahoo.com   

More guidelines are on their website - 

Battleofrichmond.org 

 

Full information is on bulletin board in 

FPC Fellowship Hall. 

First  

Presbyterian  

Church 
 

 
 

Welcome Wednesdays 
 

Enjoy a free meal and fellowship at 

First Presbyterian Church  

in Richmond KY  

 

The Last Wednesday of  

Every Month  

6:00 pm -7:00 pm  

 

Our college and young adult group has switched up our meeting 
time and venue for the spring semester. After looking at all the 
various scheduling conflicts, weôve decided to start having break-
fast together at Jacksons on Thursdays at 9:00 am.  This will be a 
time of good food and fellowship and any EKU student or young 
adult is most welcome to join us. 
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A belated thank you to all of the folks who contributed to the 

"Goody Bags" for our college students with both snacks and post-

age money. The students do like knowing that their church is 

thinking of them. 
 

We will be making some changes to this program for the spring semester finals.  Our own stu-

dents will still receive their bag/box but we will expand this by filling 50 smaller bags and tak-

ing them directly to the EKU campus to be given out.  We will include a flyer about our church 

and an invitation to the students to attend any of our programs.  We hope the congregation will 

continue their support in this new project. 
 

     Sandy Dickson 

 

Continued from page 7 
 

WHAT WE NEED TO WORK ON: ñOur Struggles and Challengesò. 
 

¶ Attracting and welcoming new members and younger-family membership. 

¶ CFN/Church Family Night and Fellowship Activities 

¶ Facilities/Use of Christian Life Center 

¶ Diversity 

¶ Music - Childrenôs Music, Music that is easy to sing, variety (old hymns, new hymns, uplifting 

hymns and songs). 

¶ Membership Involvement/involvement in the worship service. 

¶ College Ministry 

¶ Church Publicity and Communications 

¶ Visitation and Congregational Care 

¶ Stewardship 

¶ Programming 

¶ Parking 

 

What would you be willing to do to help the church over the next 10 Years? 

61% gave no response - (This is concerning.) 

 The remaining 39% percent said: 
 

 
Family Ministries  

Fellowship/CFN 

Youth Membership 

Contemporary/Non-Traditional Service 

Sunday School 

Preschool 

Church Finances 

Recruiting New Members  


