Presbyterian tidings
www.richmondfpc.com
Curtis Christian
curtischristian@richmondfpc.com

THE CHURCH’S VOCATION AS PROPHET

Joel Stanley
Joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com
Dana Miller
danamiller@richmondfpc.com
Joyce Wolf
jhwolfsong@gmail.com

When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!

danamiller@richmondfpc.com

Darisha Jenkins
darishajenkins@richmondfpc.com
PLEASE NOTE -
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DEACONS
David Deaton
Randall Gray
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
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Marti Exline
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Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.
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Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.
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My Christian Friends: the Church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is not a perfect
institution. Indeed, two thousand years of church history bears witness to the proposition that the Church is still a work in progress. Many times, perhaps all too often, the
Church has forgotten the sacred mission with which Christ has entrusted it: to go into
all the world, to teach all that He has commanded, to feed the hungry, to welcome the
stranger, to clothe the naked, care for the sick, to visit the imprisoned, to lift up the poor
and the marginalized, to love our neighbors, to love our enemies, to love ourselves, and
to love God.
Sadly, in the course of answering Christ’s call, obeying Christ’s commands, and implementing Christ’s mission, the church has fallen into the false belief of its own irrelevance. When the Church has gone into all the world as Christ commands (Matthew
28:16-20), it confronts monarchs, prime ministers, and politicians whose quest for
power ignores the plight of the hungry, the sick, the naked, the estranged, the poor, and
the marginalized. (Or, even worse, their quest for power has created such plights.)
And, in an effort to assert its relevance in the world, the Church has sometimes confused grace with power; sacrifice with impotence; and love with superfluity.
The Church remains a work in progress. Now and then, the Church needs to be reminded that true power is not the ability to hurt, to shatter, or to create fear and confusion. No, the Church’s true power (if, indeed, “power” is the right word) is love, compassion, and sacrifice. Love requires us to go where it hurts. Compassion requires us
to enter into the places of pain. Sacrifice requires us to share in brokenness, fear, and
anguish.
My Christian friends, we must remain ever faithful to the call of Christ. We must be
ever mindful that the Church is neither the master of nor the servant to the worldly powers. Rather, the Church is the moral and spiritual conscience of the worldly powers.
Like Nathan before King David, the Church must be the prophet that calls the powerful
to contrition and compassion. Let us remember that the Church’s relevance resides not
in assuming political power; it resides in its prophetic voice to the powers-that-be, and
in its immersion into the brokenness of humankind.
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The Marshall Moretz Christmas Eve Dinner was cancelled this year. But
due to the generosity of our congregation and friends we were able to
give out 143 Christmas bags. These bags contained a handwritten Christmas card, a $20 Kroger card, and a baked good or candy.

In addition to giving by check, we are now offering online giving in three convenient ways. See
below for instructions. If you have any questions, please let me know.
Dana at danamiller@richmondfpc.com

Thank you to all the people who helped make this possible. Thanks for
writing a personal message on the Christmas cards; donations for gift cards; and donations of
baked breads, cookies and candy. Thanks for donations of gift bags. Thank you to those who
bought gift cards to donate.
Thank you for making signs for the garage for our “drive through” pick up. Thank you to the
volunteers that handed out bags including our youth group. Thank you drivers that took Christmas bags out to people who could not come in and get them.

Click the GIVING button on our church website:

The recipients of the bags were very grateful. There were even some tears of joy when the bags
were received. We are so blessed to have such a generous church who could spread such joy
and love even during a pandemic.
Linda Adams

Text fpcgift to 73256.

Locate our church by typing First Presbyterian Church
Richmond Ky in the Abundant search bar. Select our
church and sign in or sign up for an account.
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MISSION……..a body of people sent

Evening Women’s Circle

FIVE CENTS PER MEAL OFFERING

Tuesday, February 9, 2021
at 6:30 pm per Zoom

According to Feeding Kentucky, our state holds the unfortunate distinction of

having the highest rate of food insecurity among older adults (50 – 59 year olds)
in the nation - at 17.3% (the national rate for that age group is 10.6%). During these times, people of all ages are relying on others to help them access the food needed to stay (and to get)
healthy. This month we collect the Cents-ability offering (5 cents a meal), 20% of which will be
contributed to Grace Now which works to provide food in our community. The remaining is
distributed to food programs across the United States and around the world. To learn more
about hunger and PCUSA efforts to meet needs, please follow presbyhunger on Facebook, or
visit www.pcusa.org/hunger.

Rebecca Esther Circle
Zoom circle meeting
February 16
10:30 a.m.

WATERS OF THE LIVING LORD
Despite the terrible impact of the Covid virus, I am delighted to be able to report that we have a new Waters of the Living Lord water purification system installed in Honduras.
Working with the leadership of Ermine Varela, a man we have worked with from day one on our mission,
Ermine yesterday completed the installation of a new water purification system. In late 2019 Ermine recovered the equipment that was idled when the Senderos Del Amor orphanage was forced to close their
doors because of lack of funding. Ermine has been storing the equipment in his home in El Progresso
since then. He was recently approached by a contact in Honduras asking if it would be possible to provide purified water to the Rainbow orphanage in the city of El Negrito. The city is located 2 hours south
of El Progresso, a city that we used as a home base for many years.
Ermine called me (video chats are surprisingly good via WhatsApp) and requested permission to survey
the site and, if possible, install the recovered equipment. I very much approved and with the support of
$497.63 he was able to purchase all of the additional materials necessary (including gas for transportation) to return an equipment system to service and pay for the labor of his helper and himself. The system was installed in two days and final commissioning and operator training is proceeding today and tomorrow.
The Rainbow orphanage is currently serving 54 resident children as well as other community children who need food.
We have been fortunate indeed to have been able to meet, come to know and work with
people of this quality during our mission experience in Honduras.
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Thank you Sue Reeves, Sandy
Dickson, and the church for the
college finals box!
I appreciate having a church that
is thinking of me, especially during
these difficult times.

Thank you to Jill Hissom and members of the card
committee for the cards you recently sent to my
mother, Mary Smith. Also a big thank you to the
individual church family members who also took the
time to send cards. Mother was very encouraged by
your kind thoughts. She is currently at her own
home with care. We hope that she will regain mobility and reach her goal of returning to serve as a
volunteer at King’s Daughters Medical Center.

Mary Harter

Yours truly,
Anita Waterbury

PRESCHOOL NEWS!

Gods Love!
In February we will be learning about:
 All about Numbers
 God gives us Feelings
 God gives us Pets
 All about the Zoo
Valentine party day is February 12th

Miss Jenny and Miss Darisha will start assessing children
that are heading into kindergarten in the fall
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What is Joel Reading?

First Presbyterian’s bell is rung each morning in response to the request by Kentucky’s governor, Andy Beshear. Below are pics of a few of our bell ringers. If you
would enjoy ringing the bell one morning, please contact us. We would love to have
you join us!

God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and
its Aftermath
by N.T. Wright
In an effort to make better use of my time and improve my mood, I’ve redirected my
reading efforts away from internet posts and comments and towards actual books. Being knowledgeable
about the Christian literature that is out there is, conveniently, part of my job description and something that
can be done even in the midst of a roaring pandemic. I’ve decided to share the fruits of this endeavor here
in a monthly book review for the newsletter. If you have suggestions of things I should read or that you
would like me to review, I’d love to hear them! Please send them to joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com.

N.T. Wright is a prolific author and a fairly big name in Christian literary circles.
He currently serves as research professor of New Testament and early Christianity at
the University of St Andrews and as senior research fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. He
wrote several of the books that were required reading in my seminary courses and I’ve
always enjoyed his writing and found it to be insightful. His books tend to strike a nice
balance between scholarship and accessibility, between depth and pragmatism and
between reflection and study. God and the Pandemic is no different in this regard.
In God and the Pandemic, Wright uses scripture, philosophy and church history
as a starting point for an investigation into the current pandemic and specifically into the
church’s role in responding to this global tragedy. His main focus is a steady transition
from the question of why to the question of what. That is to say, he takes the reader on
a journey from pondering the philosophical question of why such a thing as a pandemic
happens to the more rewarding question of what the church can do in response to the
pandemic.
God and the Pandemic is a brief but impactful read. It touches on the Old Testament biblical themes of exodus, exile and lamentation. It covers the New Testament
Biblical themes of rebirth and renewal. It examines the historical and pioneering work of
the church in the fields of healthcare and disaster response. It is an excellent resource
for churches seeking to find their way and live out Christ’s love in the midst of the current reality. If this sounds like something of interest to you, it’s certainly worth checking
out and can be read in its entirety in one sitting.
Joel’s favorite quote from the book: “Grief, after all, is part of love.
not to grieve, not to lament, is to slam the door on the same place in
the innermost heart from which love itself comes.”
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15
16
18
19
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24
29

Cleetis Noffsinger
Jeanie Crump
Genevieve Clay
Thomas J. Smith
Becky Elam
Howard Logue
John Lamb
Debbie Barkley
Joseph Shackleford
David Losson
David Reimold
Cathy Cornelison
Lorilyn Howie-Kipphut
Peggy Napier
Dan Florell
Caroline Crump
Davis Crump
Barbara Lichty
Jennifer Brubaker
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2
4
6
7
10
13
14
19
20
23
24
30
31
9

Sadie Martin
Paula Guerra
Steven Gump
Norris MacKinnon
Grace Stanley
Nate Frisbie
Kathy Shew
Trae Carr
Sophie Stanley
Randy Shew
Stephen Guerra
Lucas Glass
Brennan Sidor
Ray Cornelison
Mike Weldon

Teaching With Soul
By Joel
When I graduated from high school one of the gifts I received was a copy of Dr. Seuss’ “Oh the
Places You’ll Go”. It was given to me by Annie Garrard, one of the volunteers who worked
closely with the youth in the Presbytery where I grew up. I still have the book and read it often,
though it belongs more to my children than it does to me anymore. Ava, in particular, had us
read this book to the point of near memorization. I can still almost recite it completely from the
illustrations alone, which has proven to be a fun party trick back when we had parties.
As we’ve all been pretty much stuck at home for the past year, I’ve been thinking about
this book a lot. Who would have thought that, for the majority of 2020 and some portion of
2021, the places I’d go would be my living room, bedroom and kitchen and not much else. Certainly not me. Life can be funny like that, I guess.
The messaging of the book still applies if you’re staying rather than going though. Because the main message of the book is to not give up. Children’s books have a particular kind of
magic wherein they can distill universal truths into simple stories and pictures. The universal
truth of this book is that we shouldn’t let our failures overtake us and that we should never give
up. The book acknowledges that things won’t always come easily for us and that there will be
failures. In fact, the little boy in the book seems to fail almost as much as he succeeds in life.
His hot air balloon crashes, he gets stuck in the waiting place for a time, he becomes lonely and
he gets mixed up with many (literal) strange birds, all in fine Dr. Seussian fashion.
The one thing that the main character of the book has going for him is that he has the
gumption to keep on going despite all of these things. He does not let his failures win. He
keeps going on to the next challenge and simply won’t quit even when the next challenge is a
howling Haken Krak or a big, scary-looking bear thing. The overall message of the book seems
to be: don’t let failure immobilize you. Failure is ok. Success is ok. Stopping, however, is NOT
ok. This is actually something that Jesus picks up on as well.
In Matthew 10, Jesus sends his disciples out into the world to begin their ministry. Jesus is giving them a final pep talk before letting them go, he tells them “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your
feet” (Matthew 10:14). By saying this, Jesus is giving the disciples a glimpse into how he expects them to deal with failure. When the disciples try to share God’s love and fail at it, they are
to shake the dust off of their feet and move on. For the disciples, shaking off dust is a symbolic
gesture. It is a cleansing of sorts. It is the physical act of not allowing your failures to taint your
future in a negative way. It is leaving those failures in the past where they will drive you on to
the next thing God has for you instead of dragging you down or stalling you out. Like the disciples, when we fail, Jesus expects us to do the exact same thing. We are to shake it off. Keep
going. Try again.
That’s something I’m needing to remind myself as this pandemic drags on and as our
church and my ministry here attempts to adapt to the new norms of the pandemic. We have been
forced to try new things to keep going. Some of them are succeeding. Some of them are not as
successful as we may like. Successful or not, we have to shake the dust off our feet and keep
moving forward. Keep trying. Keep innovating. Keep loving. Keep serving. That’s the example
we have in Christ and that’s the example we should embody for each other.
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The Prophets Still Speak

The Prophets Still Speak is the theme and title of the next study series for our Zoom Bible
Study on Wednesday evenings starting on 10 February 2021.
In this study, we will explore the Biblical prophets. The prophets have long been key figures in
providing comfort and challenges for our understandings of God and the ways God wants us to
live. Their strong preaching and actions have emphasized the need for focused devotion to God
and to the commands of God for faith and devotion, righteousness and justice.
This study of the prophets emphasizes not only the messages the prophets conveyed in their own
day but also implications of what they said for our times, culture, and churches. The complexity
of the prophetic books means each prophetic writing requires fuller and deeper study that can be
presented in our brief Wednesday evening study. But this overview aims to open windows to
new understandings of the persons who, centuries ago, were spokespersons for God who entered
into covenantal relationships with Israel and sought an obedient people who would live in the
ways God desires, corporately and personally.
The study will meet virtually for at least six Wednesdays at 6:30 in the church’s “Zoom Room”.
The link information is below. Study books will be available; we can send you a copy or you
may call the church and pick one up (as long as supplies last.)
Please call Curtis (859-248-5478) or email (curtischristian@richmondfpc.com) if you plan to
attend the study.

CAYA
College & Young Adult Ministry
Sundays at 7:00!
Virtually or in parking deck!

YOUTH GROUP
WEDNESDAYS
4:00 P.M.
ZOOM

TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!
Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!

February 14, 2021
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Tuesday Crew 9-noon

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

10
Bible Study by zoom 6:30-7:30

11
Needle Arts Fellowship 10:3012:30 zoom

12

13

Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Mission mtg. 7:00

7
5¢ Per Meal Offering
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9 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Evening Circle 6:30 zoom

14 Scout Sunday

15

16 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Circle 10:30 zoom
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
Budget/finance 7:00
Elementary Fellowship 6:30

17 Bible Study by zoom 6:30

18
Property mtg. 7:00

19

20

21

22

23 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30

24
Bible Study by zoom 6:30-7:30

25

26

27

Session mtg. 7:00 zoom

28
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