Presbyterian tidings
www.richmondfpc.com

IMAGO DEI

Curtis Christian
curtischristian@richmondfpc.com
Joel Stanley
Joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com
Dana Miller
danamiller@richmondfpc.com
Joyce Wolf
jhwolfsong@gmail.com

When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!

danamiller@richmondfpc.com

Darisha Jenkins
darishajenkins@richmondfpc.com

ELDERS
Jeff Brubaker
Denise Crump
Sarah Gump
Beth Underwood
David Coleman
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
DEACONS
David Deaton
Randall Gray
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Jason Smart (student)
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom

About a year ago, members of First Presbyterian Church quickly organized and offered their pastoral care
and Christ-like hospitality for the peaceful protesters who participated in the “Black Lives Matter” (BLM)
march in downtown Richmond. I myself had the honor and privilege of marching with that “great cloud
of witnesses” (Hebrews 21:1). I was honored to join the rainbow of ethnicities and callings. Indeed, African Americans and law-enforcement officials marched side-by-side for social equality and systemic reform.
As I wore my clerical collar for the march, I was readily identifiable as clergy, representing Jesus Christ
and His church—representing God’s love manifested in justice for all. While marching, two of the protesters made pointed comments that they were pleased—surprisingly pleased that the church still promoted social righteousness; for, of late, they had not seen much social redemption from the churches.
When confronted with the petition, “Black lives matter,” many self-identified and well-intentioned Christians have responded: “Of course, all lives matter.” While this response is theologically true, it clearly
lacks pastoral sensitivity. Imagine that your beloved spouse comes to you with an existential crisis and
confides, “I sometimes wonder whether my life really matters.” If you reply, “Of course, all lives matter,” your response (while true) effectively ignores your spouse’s open confidence and even invalidates
his or her soul-felt suffering.
When the peaceful protesters declare, “Black lives matter,” we should not defensively hear, “Only black
lives matter.” We should not offensively reply, “Of course, all lives matter; even white lives matter.”
When these peaceful protesters make their petition, we must speak without offending, and we must listen
without defending.
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As a white Christian in the United States, I can honestly say that I have never had a need to declare publicly, “White lives matter.” I have never had to make such a declaration because its truth is taken for
granted. The reason that the protesters must declare, “Black lives matter,” is that its truth is pragmatically
less obvious. The fact that I have never had to say, “White lives matter,” is an example of a social benefit
under which I live and of which I am almost never aware—a social benefit colloquially called “white
privilege.”
I do not feel guilty for having benefited from “white privilege,” although I do feel sorry for those who
have not shared in the same fortunes. But the protesters are calling for neither my guilt nor my sorrow.
All that the protesters want is social equality and systemic reform. The protesters are calling for a social
baptism—a baptism in which society dies to the exclusivity of white privilege and is born anew to inclusivity of human privilege.
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I am allowing this time of social unrest to become for me a spiritual experience. It is becoming for me a
mystical experience in that I am awakening to the divine presence of Christ in the impending social reforms. I am awakening to a new hope in the recreation of society.
Indeed, my Christian friends; this time of social unrest is trying for us all, to say the least. But, I pray that
you too will peer through the unrest and discover an epiphany—a holy mystery. I pray that you might
behold the very presence of Christ at work in the world and in society. May we all behold the grace of
Christ at work in the lives of all His creation—in the lives of all people whom God has created in His image.
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MISSION……..a body of people sent

Hi Everyone,
My name is Mark Johnson and I’m the new Love Fund Coordinator. I’ve been on board
approximately one month and I’m enjoying this opportunity tremendously. I have a
Masters of Science in Social Work (MSSW) degree from the Kent School of Work/
University of Louisville. I also have 35+ years of experience in Community Engagement and Outreach, Cultural Competency and Inclusion, Health Equity, HIV/AIDS and
Child Protection. My partner of 25 years and I reside in Lexington with our 2 - fourlegged youngins. I enjoy walking, traveling and going to movies.
I’m thankful to be working at FPC with such kind, compassionate and committed individuals. The work being done for communities here and abroad is incredible. In my few
short weeks, I’ve been able to witness the help and blessings to over 35 families struggling with rent, utilities, gas (car), food, homelessness and domestic violence.
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Our cupboard has also been utilized quite a bit this month. We are in need of detergent,
dishwashing liquid, deodorant, shampoo, feminine hygiene products, paper towels,
soap, hand sanitizer, etc. If anyone is able to assist, we’d greatly appreciate it.
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My office hours are Tuesdays and Fridays, 9am – 12noon. Please feel free to stop by to
say “hi”.
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LOVE FUND NEEDS
MONTHLY MEETING SCHEDULE

detergent
dishwashing liquid
deodorant

shampoo
feminine hygiene products
paper towels
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Mission Mtg.
Christian Ed Mtg.
Deacon Mtg.
Preschool Mtg.
Budget/Finance mtg.
Session mtg.
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7/11
7/20
7/20
7/27
11

7:00
4:45
Noon
3:45
7:00
7:00

Connie Reimold
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Will Harter
T.J. Glass
Jackie Vance
Mary Harter
Abby Perry Freeman
Aiden Orttenburger
Gil Shew
Susan Handy
Lucy Waterbury
Bonnie Gray
Marlene Waller
Tony Sidor
Jen Deaton
Sarah Gump
Lolly Hissom
Dot Kirkpatrick
Coy Weldon
Marsha Frazier
Pam Lawrenz
Lynn Shearon
Kyah Brinegar

NEW SCHEDULE FOR WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL

Presbyterian Women
Both the day and evening circles will
resume in September.

In-person Sunday School and worship
begins Sunday, July 4!
The time for in-person Sunday School will be 9:00—9:45 am.
The times for in-person worship will be 10:00-10:45 and 11:00-11:45 am.

ONLINE GIVING

*Click the GIVING button on our church website OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256 OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our church name and select.

The Women’s Sunday School Class and the Pastor’s Class will meet.
our K-12 classes will be meeting in the yard across from the parking deck by the
community garden for a station based learning experience exploring some of
the different global missions of the church. These lessons will include a recreation component, a discussion component and a scriptural component. Our first
lesson will be on clean water and it should be informative as well as fun. Hope
to see you there!
(Bearing in mind that our children and perhaps others among us are not vaccinated, we still need to provide social distancing in worship and in the classrooms. Unvaccinated persons should wear a mask at all times; and all persons
should wear a mask while moving about in the aisles and hallways.)

3 easy ways!

Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign up to give through your
bank site or by mailing a check to:
First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

News Brief from Session


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
August 1st, 2nd and 3rd!

1 2 3 GO!!
More details will follow!
Please go to First Christian Church’s website to register
your 3 year old to 5th grade child or to volunteer.
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Repairs to the sanctuary doors are in progress. Leakage from the air conditioning unit
off the sanctuary has been repaired and damaged ceiling tiles will be replaced.
 Mark Johnson has been hired to be the new Love Fund coordinator.



Honduran water purification materials from a previous Waters of the Living Lord site
have been recovered and will be installed at a new location.
 In person Sunday School will resume July 4 from 9:00-9:45 and first worship service
will shift to 10:00-10:45.
 Pray for our church as we transition out of the pandemic and consider how we can
reach out using live and virtual ministries.
 Keep our outgoing and incoming elders and deacons in your prayers.
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What is Joel Reading?
Addiction & Grace: Love and Spirituality in the Healing of Addictions by Gerald G. May
It's no secret that this last year and a half have been absolutely full
of an abundance of new and acute stressors. The global pandemic,
the country's economic downturn and our recent political strife have
put an unprecedented strain on our country and indeed on our own
individual lives. We are, as a nation, largely stressed out.
People respond to stress in different ways. Some of those responses are more healthy
than others. Jokes and memes abound on the internet about people turning to alcohol,
food, social media or a myriad of other addictive things as a source of comfort in these
times. These jokes are not without a grain of truth to them. Attempts to self-soothe and
deal with the loneliness and isolation of quarantine have likely been a gateway to addiction for some and for others with established addictions, this past year and a half has
certainly been a minefield of struggles and possible relapse. So it is that we turn our
attention this month to a book which addresses the topic of addiction.
May’s Addiction and Grace is a synthesis of psychology and theology that sets up a
solid framework for understanding the mechanics behind addiction and offers best
practices for managing the unhealthy addictions in our lives. May bases his work on the
notion that all of us are born with an innate desire to know God and that this desire can
lead to addiction when corrupted or focused on less deserving things. For May, we
have no choice whether or not to be addicted, but we can focus that addiction towards
positive things rather than the things that cause us harm or slowly kill us. This means
addictions can never really be cured, but they can be managed and May puts forth
practical ideas rooted in peer reviewed research to do just that.
For those struggling with addiction, this book can provide perspective, understanding
and the basic tools needed to begin the hard work of recovery. It is well written, clear
and brief without sacrificing depth. It is a solid first step on the journey towards recovery and comes highly recommended.
Joel’s Favorite Quote: “Any authentic struggle with attachment
must involve deprivation. We have to go hungry and unsatisfied; we have to ache for something. It hurts.”
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YOUTH GROUP!

ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!

High Ropes Course
We are planning a trip on Saturday, July 10th to EKU Campus Rec’s high ropes
course! This should be a time of fun and group building for our youth as we step a little
bit outside our comfort zone, engage in group problem solving and challenge ourselves
in new and creative ways. We will meet at the course at 9am and finish up at 1pm. We
only have 10 spots open for this and there is a fair amount of paperwork that needs to
be filled out to participate, so please do sign up ahead of time by calling Joel (412-9262581), if you plan on attending. This should be a fun and formative experience! We
hope to see you there!
Montreat
A big thank you to everyone who helped make this
year’s youth retreat to Montreat a success! Our trip
went very smoothly and this year’s youth conference was a lot of fun. We heard a timely message
about all the
different ways
we connect with each other even in a time when we
are feeling particularly disconnected and we deepened our relationships with God and with each
other.

Wednesday Lunch Bunch
Over the summer our youth group
has been meeting weekly on the
patio at Panera on Wednesdays for
lunch at 11 am for a time of food, fellowship and devotion. All youth are
invited to attend. Transportation and
meal funding can be arranged, if needed.
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Teaching With Soul
By Joel

Terrific Tuesday

In my last newsletter article we looked into some of the work of Rodger Nishioka, a professor at Columbia Seminary who frequently speaks at big Presbyterian gatherings like General Assembly,
Montreat and Triennium. Specifically we were looking at a quote of Nishioka’s that he shared when
he addressed our own Presbytery a few years ago. In his address to Presbytery, Nishioka said “the
biggest problem facing the church today is that people work at play, worship at work and play at
worship”. This quote has stayed with me over the years and I believe there is insight to be gained
from fleshing out its meaning a little bit. So in June’s article, we spent some time looking into what it
means to “work at play” and for this month’s article we will be looking into what it means to
“worship at work”.

Our Elementary aged group continues
to meet virtually on Tuesdays at 6:30
over Zoom as we work our way through
Machowski’s “Long Story Short”. These
meetings are always a fun time and if
you’d like for your elementary student to
participate text Joel (412-926-2581) and
he’ll make sure you get the link.

Sunday School
Our Sunday school program is scheduled to start on Sunday, July 4th at 9 am. For the
time being, our K-12 classes will be meeting in the yard across from the parking deck
by the community garden for a station based learning experience exploring some of the
different global missions of the church. These lessons will include a recreation component, a discussion component and a scriptural component. Our first lesson will be on
clean water and it should be informative as well as fun. Hope to see you there!

FPC Church Family,
Thank you so much for your thoughtful
gift! It will be put to good use as I start my new life
as a college student this fall. I would also like to
thank you for the graduation money. I really appreciate all your generosity and support.
Thank you,
Olivia Florell
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So what does it mean to worship at work? I suppose to understand that we must first have a good
understanding of what worship is. Luckily the Book of Order does a pretty good job of spelling this
out for us. In its introduction to the Directory of Worship, one of the ways that the book of order defines worship is that it is a response to God’s claim on us. In other words, worship is meant to be a
celebration of the fact that we belong wholly and completely to God, but the sad fact is that many
Christians allow themselves to be claimed more by their careers than by their God. Our jobs are often the very source of our identity. Who am I, if not a teacher, a carpenter, an architect, we might
ask? “You are a child of God” would be God’s response to such questions. That’s who you are and
that identity should trump all others, but often it does not. God owns us in theory, but work is what
owns us in reality. As such, when God and work both make demands on our time, God is certainly
the easier of the two to put off or even ignore completely.
The truly difficult thing about it is that work isn’t bad in and of itself. We are in a period in history
where many have lost jobs and are in need of work but can’t find it. I daresay the unemployed are
acutely aware of the great value work has in life. We also come from a faith tradition that definitely
values and upholds good honest work. We see our work as being a calling from God and an avenue
through which we can glorify God. We buy into what’s known as the Protestant Work Ethic. We try
to live out the John Wesley quote “earn all you can, give all you can, save all you can” which certainly seems to be an endorsement for working as much as humanly possible. But as noble and good
as work is, it is not something to be worshiped. It shouldn’t be what defines us as human beings. We
can’t let work claim us over God. We are children of God more than we are teachers or plumbers or
architects or even DCE’s. Worship is reserved for God alone and elevating things, even good things,
to a status of worship is idolatry and no good has ever come from that.
So I’d invite you to spend some time reflecting on the role that work plays in your life. Just how
much claim does work have on you? Has work become an idol? Has work come to define who you
are as a person? What does a healthy balance between work and worship look like for you? What
steps can you take to bring that balance into reality? These are important questions to address as the
post pandemic world begins to start back up and we re-establish new life routines and rhythms. It’s
an appropriate time for reflecting on where it is we actually worship.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship
10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

5

office
closed

6 Tuesday Crew 9-12
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Mission mtg. 7

7
Youth group 11:00

8
Needle Arts Fellowship 10:3012:30

9

10

11
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship
10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

12
Bible Study 10:30

13 Tuesday Crew 9-12
Elementary Fellowship 6:30

14
Youth group 11:00

15

16

17

18
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship
10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

19
Bible Study 10:30

20 Tuesday Crew 9-12
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Budget/finance 7:00

21
Youth group 11:00

22

23

24

27 Tuesday Crew 9-12
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00

28
Youth group 11:00

30

31

25
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship
10:00-10:45
2nd worship 11:00-11:45

26 Dana out of office
Bible Study 10:30
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DANA OUT OF OFFICE
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