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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!

danamiller@richmondfpc.com

PLEASE NOTE -

ELDERS
Jeff Brubaker
Denise Crump
Sarah Gump
Beth Underwood
David Coleman
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
DEACONS
David Deaton
Randall Gray
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Jason Smart (student)
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom

Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.

CLASS OF
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2023
CLASS OF
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023

Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.

Those of you who know me also know well my predilection for addressing others
as “my Christian friends.” I have even referred to persons who may not profess the Christian faith as “my
Christian friends.” I do so, not in disrespect to their own religious traditions; indeed, I hold other traditions in high regard. For, while I believe that God’s grace is operative through Christ, I believe that God
can make His grace known beyond Christ. No, I call others “my Christian friends” because it is my relationship with Christ which allows me to see all others as my friends, just as Christ has called me His
friend.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends
if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” (John 15:12-17)
Jesus calls us “friends.” From this we sing hymns like, “What a friend we have in Jesus.” We have modern Christian spirituality which portrays Jesus as our “Buddy.” But, Jesus is not just appealing to the noble ideal of friendship. The English word “friend” does not fully convey what Jesus is saying.
Jesus calls us friends (φίλος, philos) because we are grounded in his love (φιλέω, phileo). The most explicit statement of what Jesus means by love is given in verse 13: “No one has greater love than this, to
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Jesus’ love is a love which regards the other ahead of one’s own
self-regard.
But, what seems to bother Christians most about Jesus’ calling us friends—about Jesus commanding us to
love one another selflessly—is that Jesus says that the choice is His, not ours. We do not like the idea that
we are not in control of our own relationships—whether that relationship is with Jesus or with one another. After all, Jesus commands us to love one another; don’t we have a choice to obey or not? Doesn’t
my ability to respond to Jesus’ commandment require my free choice?
Indeed, from our own faith perspective, we can choose to act in love for one another. We can visit the
sick, pray for healing, work for cures. We can feed the hungry, help those in poverty, work for socioeconomic justice. We volunteer in order to ease the burdens of others.
Likewise, from our faith perspective, we can choose not to act in love for one another. Perhaps that other
person is too arrogant, too lazy, too incompetent. Perhaps that person has a life-style which I believe is
wrong. Perhaps that person doesn’t believe as I believe. Perhaps that person has an ethical behavior
which is sinful before God. Perhaps that person is simply undeserving of my love.
Is this why we are bothered—because the choice is Jesus Christ’s and not ours? Are we really bothered
by the fact that we may not get to choose whom we love and whom we don’t? Is the privilege of not loving others really what we want to argue for?
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Our choosing not to act in love becomes the evidence that we are not Christ’s chosen. When Jesus speaks
of “friends,” he is saying “those who are loved.” When we fail to love, we are not friends of one another,
and we are certainly not friends of Christ.

First Presbyterian’s bell is rung each morning in response to
the request by Kentucky’s governor, Andy Beshear. If you
would enjoy ringing the bell one morning, please contact us.
We would love to have you join us!

So, my Christian friends, how do we know whether we are friends of Jesus Christ? Simple: act according
to Jesus’ commandment—love one another, just as Christ has loved us. Can we do this, my Christian
friends?

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Virtual Congregational Meeting
to elect officers
and Communion
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Morning and evening
Bible Studies
will be resuming this summer.

Sunday, June 27
Time to be determined.

These dates and times
will be announced
when confirmed.
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Although this pandemic has adversely affected the faithful work of the
church during this past year, the session, the board of deacons, the numerous church committees, and the church staff have all struggled to
serve God’s people and to make Christ’s love known. Needless to say,
such compassionate service is challenging, even under ideal conditions.
The work of the Nominating Committee is especially difficult. Please keep the committee’s work in your prayers. Indeed, please help your Nominating Committee by expressing your prayers as loving action; please notify the committee that you would
prayerfully volunteer to be nominated as an elder or deacon.
The future of First Presbyterian Church depends on your compassionate service.
Contact your Nominating Committee through Sarah Gump or Bruce Bonar.
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Marjorie Noffsinger
Lucas Brinegar
Amanda Adams
Jeri Allison
Paul Adams
Elizabeth Thompson
Morgan Wolf
Susan Birney
Courtney Lawrenz
Ellen Mitchell
Sharon Smith
Jason Smart
Delores Harder
Davy Shew
Judy Young
Chongkye Rhee
Mason Crump
Nancy Johnson
Jean Roberts
Hays Schrader
Nancy Daniel
Karen Milanesi
John Tucker Lamb
Levi Toutant
Grace Gutekunst
Ben Walker
Marcia Florell
Lane Orttenburger
Isabelle White
Eric Calkin

Several of our volunteers are no longer available to serve.
We would like to have someone in the office to answer the
phone and door between the hours of 9-12 or 1-4 on days I
am out of the office. I do most of the work prior to my being
out, but sometimes it would be helpful if the volunteer could
fold the bulletins. If you would be interested in serving as a
volunteer, please let me know. Thank you!
Dana 859.623.5323. ext. 0
danamiller@richmondfpc.com
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John Roberts
Dana Miller
Sandy Dickson
Kyle Brubaker
Lydia Coleman
Lacey Wolf
David Deaton
Charlene Park
Harry Brown
Philip Gump
Dean Acker
Andrew Turner
Sangim Rhee
Kay Patrick
Brett Lawrenz
Eric Everett

PROTOCOLS FOR RE-OPENING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Evening Women’s Circle

9:45 am – 10:30 am or 11:00 – 11:45 am
Please see the worship protocols below.

On June 8 at 6:30 pm
we will have a book club circle meeting.
The House on the Cerulean Sea by TJ Kline is the choice.
Meet in the gym at church.
Bring your own dinner and we will have a
socially distanced meeting.

SANCTUARY AND BUILDING PREPARATIONS










All communally shared items will be removed from the pews.
Every other pew will be closed and markers will be taped to the floor to suggest 6-foot distancing.
Entry into the sanctuary will be from the Narthex.
The Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall are the only parts of the building that will be open for general
public access. Access to the education and new section will be prohibited.
The Fellowship Hall will be used for entry and egress only. Fellowship Hall may be used for overflow congregation. Only audio worship service will be available for overflow congregation.)
The Sanctuary’s Main Street entrance and the two double doors of the fellowship hall are the only
doors that will be opened. All other doors will remain locked. (There will be no entrance or exit
through the sanctuary’s anteroom doors for the general public, except in an emergency.)
The parking lot between the church and funeral home will be the primary parking for mobilitylimited persons (so that they may have easier access to elevator from the Fellowship Hall).
Stations for masks, hand sanitizer, and gloves will be set up in the narthex and in the Fellowship Hall.

ONLINE GIVING

3 easy ways!

*Click the GIVING button on our church website OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256 OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our church name and select.
Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign up to give through your bank site
or by mailing a check to:
First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

PROTOCOLS FOR WORSHIP

















If you are otherwise not feeling well, please do not come to church.
Everyone will be required to use hand sanitizer and to wear a mask upon entering the building.
No hugging or hand shaking will be allowed.
Please try to avoid cross-traffic or otherwise grouping up in the stairwell and the elevator hallway.
Persons who share the same domicile may also share the elevator. Otherwise, only one person at a
time may use the elevator.
Persons must enter the sanctuary from the narthex. At the conclusion of the worship service, persons
will be dismissed row by row by ushers and must exit the sanctuary through the narthex.
Persons who already share the same domicile may sit together in the same pew.
Persons who do not share the same domicile must have at least six feet between them.
If you choose to sit in the balcony, you must remain in the balcony until the conclusion of the service. (This is to avoid cross-traffic in the narrow stairwell.)
Congregational singing and gathering for the children’s message are prohibited.
Persons are encouraged to give on-line or to leave offerings in a box or basket in the narthex.
For the time being, there will be no nursery service. But, there will be changing tables available in
both the men’s lounge and the women’s lounge.
Do not check coats or umbrellas in the narthex. Please keep these items with you in worship.
The Nave capacity will be capped at 66 persons.
Each restroom occupant is on the honor system to wipe down all touched surfaces between uses.
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PRESCHOOL CELEBRATION!

3

Mere Christianity by CS Lewis

YOUTH GROUP!

C.S. Lewis is one of the major names in Christian literature. He is responsible for such classics as The Chronicles of Narnia, The Screwtape Letters,
The Great Divorce and about a dozen other important works. For me, one of
the most interesting things about Lewis is that, in a time before his prolific
writing career, he spent several years of his life as an atheist. From the age of
17 until about 30 years of age Lewis, who was raised in a Christian home, did
not believe in God. At that time, his main argument against the existence of
God was that the inherent imperfection of the world serves as proof that it was
not designed by a God who is, by definition, perfect or as the Roman philosopher Lucretius puts it “Had God designed the world; it would not be a world so frail and faulty
as we see”. As his literary catalogue would suggest, Lewis came to question and even renounce
his atheism later in life. His reasoning behind turning from Atheism to Christianity is recorded
in his work entitled Mere Christianity wherein Lewis tries his hand at Christian Apologetics and
lays down the foundational arguments for his newly restored belief in God.
In Mere Christianity, Lewis appears to have two major goals. The first of these goals is
to make a clear and logical argument for the existence and benevolence of God. The second
goal is to carve out some common theological ground that all Christians (and indeed even all
who are religious), regardless of background or denomination, should be able to agree upon.
While these goals might seem lofty, Lewis approaches them in an elegant, rational and easily
understood way that has certainly withheld the test of time.
To accomplish both of these tasks, Lewis makes an appeal to the morality common to
all human beings. Lewis argues that we have an inherent understanding of what is right (or perfect) and what is wrong (or imperfect). Lewis argues that because humanity can see imperfection in the world, it stands to argue that we all have some core common understanding of exactly
what perfection is. In other words, we have to have an idea of perfection in order to see that the
world is imperfect. For Lewis this common understanding of perfection is the beginning of
God’s self revelation to us and the foundation upon which his entire faith rests.
Mere Christianity is a good read for Christians new to the faith, struggling with doubt or
seeking renewal. It is a fairly quick read and is available in the church library along with a wide
selection of C.S. Lewis’ other notable works and it is definitely worth checking out!
Joel’s Favorite Quote: “To have Faith in Christ means, of course, trying to do all that He
says. There would be no sense in saying you trusted a person if you would not take his advice. Thus if you have really handed yourself over to Him, it must follow that you are trying to obey Him. But trying in a new way, a less
worried way. Not doing these things in order to be saved, but because
He has begun to save you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for your actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain way
because a first faint gleam of Heaven is already inside you.”
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ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!
TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!

YOUTH GROUP
WEDNESDAYS
4:00 P.M.
ZOOM

Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!

Montreat June 6-12!
Please keep our youth and adult chaperones in your prayers as we head to North Carolina for this year’s Montreat Youth Conference. This year has presented us with no
small amount of challenges but we have found a way forward and are excited to be returning to one of the highlights of the summer! We will be gone June 6th - June 12th
and are excited to bring all the things we learn and experience back to our home
church!
Youth campers

Chaperones

Montreat Summer Staff

Will Harter
Jason Smart

Sarah Gump
Joel Stanley
Chris Smart

Caroline Crump
Davis Crump

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
Save the date for this year’s annual Vacation Bible School event! We are leaving the
building and heading out into the world for fun, service, community and worship! This
year’s VBS will be an off-site, field trip oriented experience designed to get our kids out
of the house and into the Richmond community. Details are still being solidified, but the
dates are set for August 1-3. Hope to see you there!
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Teaching With Soul
By Joel

MISSION……..a body of people sent
Summer, for me, is a time to relish the bounty of fresh vegetables available, even a few from
my not-very-productive gardening! But for many in our community it is a continued season of
food insecurity. Throughout the pandemic, food banks, such as our local Grace Now, have heroically worked to meet local need. Even as restrictions lift and the danger of Covid diminishes
here, there are still those for whom food banks are a lifeline between scarcity and hunger, here
in Richmond, and around the world. 20% of this month's offering will be given locally to Grace
Now, with the remainder to the PCUSA's work to address the needs of the hungry throughout
the nation and world. Please give generously to the Cents-Ability (5 cents a meal) offering on
June 27.
Beth

Waters of the Living Lord
We are delighted to report that we have another water purification system working in Honduras. Four
years ago we installed a system in an orphanage called the Children's Home. This orphanage was started
by a group called Sparrow Mission which is run by Justin Ross from Frankfort KY. When it was installed
Sue Reeves, Wayne Bolin and Paul Adams went along to help out and to see what we were doing in Honduras. Unfortunately, last year the orphanage was being troubled by a small group of locals which became serious enough that they abandoned the orphanage and sold the property. Fortunately they recovered the water purification equipment. Justin called about a month ago to say that they had purchased a
new orphanage and asked if we could re-install the equipment. Our faithful ally Ermine Varela stepped
up again. He visited the site and determined what all they needed to do the installation. We sent him the
money, and he completed the work in 4 days. They are expecting to have 150-200 children at the facility. Ermin did the original installation at the Children's Home and about six weeks ago did the
other recent installation at the Rainbow
orphanage in El Negrito. Rather than
paying Ermin for his time we are sending him a new battery operated drill and
replacement batteries for an old drill,
items which are very expensive to purchase in Honduras.
In the picture, the man on the left is
Christian Lopex, a key member of
Justin's mission. Ermin is in blue and
the other two men are Ermin's helpers. Check out the Sparrow Mission
website, they are doing wonderful
things!
Don Dickson

Sometime a few years ago our Presbytery had a meeting and invited Rodger Nishioka to
come and be the keynote speaker. Rodger is the Associate Professor of Christian Education at
Columbia Seminary and is a fairly well known speaker in Presbyterian circles. Since showing
up at this random Presbytery meeting to deliver a presentation, I’ve run into him at Montreat and
the Presbyterian Youth Triennium and a couple of other places. I’ve heard Rodger speak on several occasions and it has always been insightful and his keynote address to our Presbytery was
no exception.
One of the interesting things that Rodger said in that keynote, which has stuck with me
over time, was that the biggest problem facing society today is that people “work at play, worship at work and play at worship”. For some reason, those words have stuck with me over the
years and I think there might be some insight to be gained by exploring them here today and so
over the next couple of months we’ll spend some time looking at what exactly it means to work
at play, worship at work and play at worship.
So what does it mean to work at play? I think I’ve got a pretty good example of this one.
I can remember moving into seminary housing in 2007 and signing up for cable service which
came with a complimentary Digital Video Recorder which changed my life (and not necessarily
in a good way). I don’t have cable anymore, but I’m pretty sure these things still exist and are
floating around out there. They let you record TV shows with the press of a button. They let you
rewind and pause live TV and they let you set season passes where you tell your DVR that you
like a certain show and then it goes about automatically recording that show anytime it airs on
any channel. It wasn’t long before that DVR filled up with stuff and started running out of
space. That was when watching TV became something more like a chore than something fun.
I was recording more TV than I could possibly keep up with. All my free time seemed
to be devoted to clearing out the DVR in a never-ending attempt to keep some space open for
the new stuff relentlessly coming in and I can clearly remember stopping one day after watching
4 episodes of CSI back to back and thinking to myself that watching TV was no longer fun but a
chore. I was no longer enjoying it. I had let my play turn into work. I had prioritized TV erroneously high in the hierarchy of my life and by doing that I had taken all the enjoyment out of
something that was supposed to be fun. I was working at play.
Now that summer is in full swing, I daresay there are a lot of people out there working
their hardest at playing. It just makes sense to make the most of the vacation time you’re given,
but I do think that it’s good to remember that God made the Sabbath one of the Ten Commandments for a reason. God gave us the gift of the Sabbath because rest is important. Down time is
important. Unscheduled time is important. Being still is important. If you let your play become
work it is no longer rest. So my prayer for you in these coming months is that you enjoy your
summer, but that you also make time to be still. Let your play be genuine and nourishing and
don’t lose sight of the purpose of play lest you risk turning your play into work.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

6

7

Tuesday crew 9-11
Mission mtg. 7
Elem. Fellowship 6:30

8 Tuesday crew 9-11
evening circle 6:30

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2
Youth Group 4:00

3

4

5

9

10
Sewing group 11:30—gym

11 Dana out of office

12

JOEL TO MONTREAT
CURTIS ON VACATION
13

14
Dana out of office

15 Tuesday crew 9-11
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
Elem. Fellowship 6:30
Budget/finance 7

16
Youth Group 4:00

17

18

19

20

21

22 Tuesday crew 9-11
Elem. Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7

23
Youth Group 4:00

24

25

26

DANA ON VACATION
27
5¢ Per Meal Offering

28

29 Tuesday crew 9-11
Elem. Fellowship 6:30

6

30
Youth Group 4:00
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