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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!
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PLEASE NOTE -

ELDERS
Jeff Brubaker
Denise Crump
Sarah Gump
Beth Underwood
David Coleman
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
DEACONS
David Deaton
Randall Gray
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Jason Smart (student)
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom

Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.
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2021
2021
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2023
CLASS OF
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023

Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.
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While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with
him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests
and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a
sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he
came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.
(Matthew 26:47-49)
In almost every culture around the world, a kiss is an expression of affection, cherishment, and
love. This has been true for millennia, especially in ancient middle eastern cultures, where a kiss
expressed the endearment of a student for a teacher—of a disciple for a master.
However else we modern Christians may portray the disciple Judas, we must not forget
that, among all other roles, he was most certainly a disciple of Jesus Christ. He was a trusted
disciple, as he was the apostles’ treasurer. He was so close to Jesus that he broke bread with
him; he was even welcomed to a share in Christ’s grace by allowing God’s Son to wash his feet
(John 13:1-11).
Presumably, Judas had on other occasions greeted his master with a kiss. So, when he
greeted Christ with a kiss on the original Good Friday, such a sign of affection should not have
otherwise been conspicuous. But on that ill-destined evening, his kiss stood out among all other
kisses in history—before and ever since. Judas debased the beatitude of a kiss by exploiting it
as a sign of betrayal.
My Christian friends, as disciples of Jesus Christ, we set ourselves on a sacred trek toward the resurrection of our Lord and Savior. And that trek toward the new life of resurrection
often takes us on a spiritual journey through the season of Lent. Lent is that time when we set
our minds on the contemplation, and our souls on the ownership, of our depravities and sins.
Many times, perhaps all too often, we are so inured by the pardoning grace of Christ’s
resurrection, that we race through (or, even leap over) the remorse of Lent so that we might arrive impenitently at the joy of Easter. But Easter has no meaning apart from Good Friday. Resurrection means nothing apart from Crucifixion. And the heights of pardoning grace are meaningless apart from the depths of sins’ remorse.
All too often, we call our sins by kinder names; but, the season of Lent is that occasion
which calls us to embrace, ever reluctantly, even the least of our transgressions as a betrayal of
Jesus Christ. Every time we fail to welcome the stranger, we betray Christ. Every time we fail
to speak for the marginalized, we betray Christ. Every time we fail to love our neighbors as ourselves, we betray Christ.
My Christian friends, we, like Judas, are disciples of Jesus Christ. As disciples on a
sacred trek to the resurrection, let us be ever mindful that our journey through Lent is in vain,
and Easter brings us no real joy, if we cannot see ourselves in Judas’ kiss.
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MISSION……..a body of people sent
Three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing – Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People – all
work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial
disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to
provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. Your donations for the One Great Hour of
Sharing should arrive at the Church office by April 4.
I want to express my most sincere and
heartfelt gratitude to all of my dear church
family for all of the cards, notes, e-mails,
and prayers of sympathy and compassion
concerning the recent death of my father,
Winfred Campbell. Your words of comfort
and support for me and my family have
touched me, and your love has overwhelmed
me. Thank you to all for our expressions
of condolence.

In addition to giving by check, we are now offering online giving in three convenient ways. See
below for instructions. If you have any questions, please let me know.
Dana at danamiller@richmondfpc.com

Click the GIVING button on our church website:

With love and appreciation,
Wendy C. Christian

Text fpcgift to 73256.

FPC ZOOM TALENT SHOW!
We're putting on a show! Have you been using your time away from others
during this pandemic to cultivate a particular talent? Have you been working
on playing an instrument or writing poetry or perfecting your baking or
sketching pictures or honing your sweet dance moves? Do you have a great
joke you love to tell or an impression you do particularly well or a card trick
that you like to pull out from time to time? If so, WE WANT TO SEE
YOUR TALENT!
The CE committee is putting on a zoom talent show on 3/30/21 at 6:30 pm and everyone is invited! If you have a talent you'd like to share, email Joel (joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com)
and let him know what it is and he'll add you to the show. If you want to just watch and cheer
on your church family, that's ok too. Fabulous prizes will be awarded to all who participate!

Locate our church by typing First Presbyterian Church
Richmond Ky in the Abundant search bar. Select our
church and sign in or sign up for an account.

This should be a lot of fun! Hope to see you there!
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First Presbyterian’s bell is rung each morning in response to the
request by Kentucky’s governor, Andy Beshear. Two of Dana’s
kids and their families rang the bell over Christmas. If you would
enjoy ringing the bell one morning, please contact us. We would
love to have you join us!

Evening Women’s Circle
Tuesday, March 9, 2021
at 6:30 pm per Zoom

Rebecca Esther Circle
Book Club Circle Meeting
on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6:30 pm.
per Zoom
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents
by Isabel Wilkerson (2020)
Discussion lead by Sandy Lafollette

Zoom circle meeting
March 16
10:30 a.m.
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Sadie Martin
Paula Guerra
Steven Gump
Norris MacKinnon
Grace Stanley
Nate Frisbie
Kathy Shew
Trae Carr
Sophie Stanley
Randy Shew
Stephen Guerra
Lucas Glass
Brennan Sidor
Ray Cornelison
Mike Weldon

15
19
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29
14

Jack Frisbie
Austin Adkins
Matthew Guerra
Melody Mitchell
Phyllis Deaton
Ralph Thompson
Betsy Ney
Walt Handy
Helen Martin
Charlotte Gorman
Lindsay Baechtold
Chris Campbell
Ron Martin
Elliot Orttenburger
Malcolm Frisbie
Cindy Glass
Ainsley Waterbury
Serena Florell

Jesus has Risen!!
For the month of March the preschool will be learning about
 Zoo animals
 All about the Farm
 Soils/Seeds
 Rain/Sunshine
 Easter Celebration

PRESCHOOL NEWS!

We will be finishing up on our letters and numbers and continuing to work on sight words
If you would like to bring in candy for our Easter egg hunt you may drop it off in basket in
front of church office weekdays between 9 and noon. Please drop off by the 26th. Thank you!!!
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What is Joel Reading?
Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art
By Madeleine L'Engle
In an effort to make better use of my time and improve my mood, I’ve redirected
my reading efforts away from internet posts and comments and towards actual
books. Being knowledgeable about the Christian literature that is out there is, conveniently, part of my job description and something that can be done even in the midst of a roaring pandemic. I’ve decided to share the fruits of this endeavor here in a monthly book review for the newsletter. If
you have suggestions of things I should read or that you would like me to review, I’d love to hear them!
Please send them to joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com.

I was first introduced to this book by our ecumenical Vacation Bible School planning
team. We used concepts from "Walking on Water" as a jumping off point for our virtual
Vacation Bible School curriculum this year and I have to admit, I was impressed with
the book. It speaks to the context of the pandemic well for something written in 1975.
So many people are using their newfound time in quarantine to pursue creative endeavors, and "Walking on Water" has a lot to say about just how important those endeavors are both to the human spirit and to a more complete understanding of God.
In "Walking on Water", Madeleine L'Engle, Author of such classics as A Wrinkle in Time
and A Swiftly Tilting Planet, offers reflections on what it means to be a Christian Artist.
Connecting artistic creativity to the creative spirit of God, L'Engle makes the case that
creating art is a sacred experience. This book is both personal, inspirational and practical for artists of all types. There is something here for painters, poets, bakers and even
low-budget amateur puppeteers. It will feed your creative soul as well as give you important practical insight into the creative process of a seasoned professional.
But perhaps the most exciting aspect of "Walking on Water" is the extensive references
it makes to an impressive variety of culturally and spiritually important works of art. It's
almost a bibliography of sorts for books, music, plays and poetry that L'Engle recommends you should check out. Reading these books, listening to this music, watching
these plays and taking in the art referenced by L’Engle in these pages would be a very
good use of time indeed, as we self isolate and stay at home waiting
for this pandemic to subside.
Joel's favorite quote: "Following Christ has nothing to do with success as the world sees success. It has to do with love."
4
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The Prophets Still Speak

The Prophets Still Speak is the theme and title of the next study series for our Zoom Bible
Study on Wednesday evenings.
In this study, we will explore the Biblical prophets. The prophets have long been key figures in
providing comfort and challenges for our understandings of God and the ways God wants us to
live. Their strong preaching and actions have emphasized the need for focused devotion to God
and to the commands of God for faith and devotion, righteousness and justice.
This study of the prophets emphasizes not only the messages the prophets conveyed in their own
day but also implications of what they said for our times, culture, and churches. The complexity
of the prophetic books means each prophetic writing requires fuller and deeper study that can be
presented in our brief Wednesday evening study. But this overview aims to open windows to
new understandings of the persons who, centuries ago, were spokespersons for God who entered
into covenantal relationships with Israel and sought an obedient people who would live in the
ways God desires, corporately and personally.
The study will meet virtually for at least six Wednesdays at 6:30 in the church’s “Zoom Room”.
The link information is below. Study books will be available; we can send you a copy or you
may call the church and pick one up (as long as supplies last.)
Please call Curtis (859-248-5478) or email (curtischristian@richmondfpc.com) if you plan to
attend the study.

YOUTH GROUP
WEDNESDAYS
4:00 P.M.
ZOOM

CAYA
College & Young Adult Ministry
Sundays at 7:00!
Virtually or in parking deck!
TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!
Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!
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Teaching With Soul
By Joel
Time has gotten a little fuzzy for me here lately. Between all the staying at
home for covid and all the staying at home for the ice storm this last month, my days
have really started to blur together and I think my perception of time has started to distort. For example, sometimes I find myself eating lunch at 3 pm, sometimes I find myself going to bed well past 2 am and sometimes I can get through an entire day without
ever really knowing what day of the week it was (as a side note, I also finally got around
to watching Tenet last night and I'm sure that didn’t help the situation at all either).
I don’t think I’m the only one experiencing this sort of warped sense of time
lately. It’s weird. The days seem to be crawling by and racing by at the same time.
Some days, when we're all stuck in the house, seem like they will never end. But at the
same time, it seems like it's impossible that we've been isolating for almost a full year
now. Time seems to be passing by quickly and slowly simultaneously.
Famed science fiction author and Christian, Madeleine L’Engle has a take on
time that I find interesting and that applies to our current situation (see this month’s
book review for more on her). She posits that there are really two types of time: God’s
time and humanity’s time. She names these two types of time chronos and kairos.
Chronos, human time, is broken down into hours, minutes, seconds and days. It
is structured. It is regimented. It is controlled. It is scheduled. It is planned. Even down
to the second, or at least that's the illusion we let ourselves believe.
Kairos, God’s time, defies such structure and control. It is time that runs wild
and passes according to its own rules. When we lose ourselves in a book, or a piece of
music or lose track of time on a lazy Sunday afternoon or become deeply focused in
the flow of our work, L'engle believes we are tapping into this kind of kairos. Doing so
gives us a glimpse into understanding how God's time works. That is to say, freely,
productively and beyond our control. When you're experiencing kairos time, there's
nothing to do but to surrender and float along with the current. I think that's a neat concept and it's well rooted in scripture as well.
In the book of Ecclesiastes, it's written that "For everything there is a season, a
time for every activity under heaven". This verse is a reminder to us that the universe
runs on God's time, on God's kairos. While we might try to quantify that time, study it,
measure it, name it or keep tabs on it, we certainly do not control it. Kairos belongs to
God and God alone. So during this pandemic, as the minutes morph into days and as
the days slip by like minutes, as your weeks and months bleed together and as it starts
to seem like you're losing control of time, remember that chronos is an illusion and that
time was never really in your control to begin with.
6
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News Brief from the Session


The Telford Foundation honored us with extra funding above what we requested
this year for our church's mission activities. The Mission and Property Committees
are prioritizing ways to use the money to improve the facilities in the Christian Life
Center and kitchen which are used for many of our missions activities and to add additional funding for
groups we support through the Missions Budget and the Arts & Crafts for Missions which was canceled
last fall.
 Waters of the Living Lord reinstalled a dismantled water system from another location in Honduras
to provide fresh water for an orphanage in need.
 The Property Committee/ Tuesday Crew are hard at work on the church's Honey Do List: painting,
installing LED lights, leaky windows, etc.
 The Worship Committee suggested allowing church member's access to the sanctuary to pray or just
enjoy its beauty and solitude.
 The Nominating Committee is in need of members to step up to serve as one of the 3 deacons and 5
elders needed for this year's slate of officers. Please prayerfully consider serving in one of these positions.
 Pray for your Elders as they ponder ways to support you the congregation and when to safely open
the church for worship and activities.

Greetings, My Christian Friends:
The Lord Be With You!
I know that, because of the pandemic, Holy
Week will certainly feel a little less like our
Holy Weeks of past. But, we are a church family that can still worship together virtually at 7:00 pm on Maundy Thursday
(01 April 2021). Please set aside this time to join us in our church’s ZOOM
room for the service of Tenebrae and the observance of the Lord’s Supper. Although the Tenebrae service is recorded, and although we cannot
meet in person, we can still break bread together and worship with hymns,
with the extinguishing of candles, and with Christ’s words from the
cross. Please make sure that you have bread and wine (or grape juice) on
hand at home as we join together in online worship on Maundy Thursday.

Melody Mitchell
Clerk of Session

Tennebrae Service
April 1, 2021 7:00 p.m.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2021
Sun

Mon
1

P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Tue
2 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Mission mtg. 7:00
Elementary Fellowship 6:30

Wed
3
Bible Study 6:30-7:30
Zoom room

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

11
Sewing group 10:30-noon
Zoom room

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

April 1 Maundy Thursday

April 2

April 3

Youth group 4:00 zoom
7
CAYA 7:00

8

9

Tuesday Crew 9-noon

Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Evening Circle 6:30—zoom

10
Bible Study 6:30-7:30
Zoom room
Youth group 4:00 zoom

14
CAYA 7:00

21
CAYA 7:00

15

22

16 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Circle 10:30 a.m. Zoom
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
B/F 7:00

17
Bible Study 6:30-7:30
Zoom room

23 Tuesday Crew 9-noon

24
Bible Study 6:30-7:30
Zoom room

Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00

Youth group 4:00 zoom

Youth group 4:00 zoom
28 One Great Our Offering
CAYA 7:00

29

30 Tuesday Crew 9-noon
Zoom talent show 6:30

31
Bible Study 6:30-7:30
Zoom room
Youth group 4:00 zoom
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7:00 p.m. zoom room
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