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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!

danamiller@richmondfpc.com

Darisha Jenkins
darishajenkins@richmondfpc.com
PLEASE NOTE -

ELDERS
Jeff Brubaker
Denise Crump
Sarah Gump
Beth Underwood
David Coleman
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
DEACONS
David Deaton
Randall Gray
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Jason Smart (student)
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom

Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.

CLASS OF
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2023
CLASS OF
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023

Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.
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Some of you may know, my Christian friends, that my first pastoral call out of
seminary was as Associate Pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Norfolk, Virginia. It was a very large church whose services of worship were broadcast live over a local
radio station for the entire Tidewater area of eastern Virginia. There, I learned much about leading worship while being sensitive to a “radio presence.” A “radio presence” simply meant that
radio broadcasters very much wanted to avoid silent moments (what they called “dead air”).
Dead air might cause listeners who are scanning through the radio channels to miss the broadcast.
Now the only time that dead air was ever a problem during our services of worship was
when we observed our moment of silence for personal confessions of sin. So, many times, perhaps all too often, we reduced the time of personal confession to a couple of seconds only. I had
to learn how to confess my own sins in mere seconds. So, I quickly condensed all of my sins
into the very brief confession, “Sloth and pride.”
I tell you this because, even today, I can still condense my transgressions to these basic
sins: sloth and pride. I tell you this because I do not believe that I am any different than everyone else. I believe that, at the very nadir of our human nature, we are selfish beings. We are
driven by our own appetites, concerned for our own comforts, and convinced of our own selfsovereignty.
These sins that I confess to you, this nadir of human nature to which I admit, the apostle
Paul called “the flesh.” Christian theologians call it “original sin.” Behind whatever name we
pin to it, it is a confession that sin is not merely what we do; sin is who we are. We are, by human nature, selfish beings.
But fret not, my Christian friends. This is not all there is to being human. The very fact
that we can confess our sins means that we have the capacity within us to see ourselves as the
selfish beings that we are. We are capable of seeing beyond our self-sovereignty; we are capable of stepping outside of ourselves to see the basest of our human nature. This capacity to even
dare to behold this naked truth is also part of our nature. It is perhaps the very zenith of our human nature—our spiritual nature. It is our capacity to see ourselves through the eyes of others—
through the eyes of Jesus Christ.
Christ comes to us in the form of human poverty; He comes to us in the form of a helpless child in ragged clothes. Christ confronts us in every person that we meet. As long as there
are others, Christ will walk among us as our neighbor.
Indeed, I am a sinner; but within me is a nature that allows me to set aside my sloth and
pride. Yes, we are sinners; but within us all is a spiritual nature—the Spirit of Christ. Within
us all is a capacity to feed and nourish others, even beyond our own appetites. Within us is the
capacity to love others, even beyond our own comfort. Within us is the capacity to sacrifice our
self-sovereignty for the sake of others—for the sake of Christ.
My Christian friends, I ask you to find solace in confessing your sins. For, in so doing,
we are living in our higher nature, our spiritual nature. And that spiritual nature is the Spirit of
Christ abiding in us. As the apostle Paul writes, “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who
lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).
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Pentecost Offering

First Presbyterian’s bell is rung each morning in response to
the request by Kentucky’s governor, Andy Beshear. If you
would enjoy ringing the bell one morning, please contact us.
We would love to have you join us!

MISSION……..a body of people sent

At Pentecost, we in the PCUSA focus on the future in the form of children, youth, and young
adults. Your offering helps to support programs for youth here in the US and around the world,
nurturing the faith of the church to come. This year, 40% of your offering will be given to support the work of New Liberty Family Shelter here in Richmond. The young needy families for
whom we prepare gifts at Christmas are provided a safe living environment in which to raise
their children thanks to your gifts and the work of our sisters and brothers in Christ. Science
echoes the words of scripture in revealing how important childhood is in shaping the future for
our children and our world. Please consider prayerfully your gifts. Pentecost offering will be
received May 23. Please mark your gift “Pentecost Offering.”

Olivia Florell will attend the
University of Louisville with a
double major of biology and
psychology.
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Jason Smart will attend Ohio State University and major in Political Science.

2021 Graduates!
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Hannah Rhee
Piper Lawrenz
Rebecca Proudfoot
Alison Underwood
Wayne Bowlin
John Cornelison
Joyce Wolf
Emma Senters
Sandee Bonar
Olivia Florell
Thomas Crump
Jeanie Logue
Emily Shaw

13
17
18
19
23
28
29
30
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Marjorie Noffsinger
Lucas Brinegar
Amanda Adams
Jeri Allison
Paul Adams
Elizabeth Thompson
Morgan Wolf
Susan Birney
Courtney Lawrenz
Ellen Mitchell
Sharon Smith
Jason Smart
Delores Harder
Davy Shew
Judy Young
Chongkye Rhee
Mason Crump
Nancy Johnson
Jean Roberts
Hays Schrader
Nancy Daniel
Karen Milanesi
John Tucker Lamb
Levi Toutant
Grace Gutekunst
Ben Walker
Marcia Florell
Lane Orttenburger
Isabelle White
Eric Calkin

Evening Women’s Circle

PROTOCOLS FOR RE-OPENING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday, May 16, 2021
9:45 am – 10:30 am or 11:00 – 11:45 am
Please see the worship protocols below.
SANCTUARY AND BUILDING PREPARATIONS










All communally shared items will be removed from the pews.
Every other pew will be closed and markers will be taped to the floor to suggest 6-foot distancing.
Entry into the sanctuary will be from the Narthex.
The Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall are the only parts of the building that will be open for general
public access. Access to the education and new section will be prohibited.
The Fellowship Hall will be used for entry and egress only. Fellowship Hall may be used for overflow congregation. Only audio worship service will be available for overflow congregation.)
The Sanctuary’s Main Street entrance and the two double doors of the fellowship hall are the only
doors that will be opened. All other doors will remain locked. (There will be no entrance or exit
through the sanctuary’s anteroom doors for the general public, except in an emergency.)
The parking lot between the church and funeral home will be the primary parking for mobilitylimited persons (so that they may have easier access to elevator from the Fellowship Hall).
Stations for masks, hand sanitizer, and gloves will be set up in the narthex and in the Fellowship Hall.

Rebecca Esther Circle












On June 8 at 6:30 pm we will have a book
club circle meeting. The House on the Cerulean Sea by TJ Kline is the choice.

May 18
circle meeting
10:30 a.m.

ONLINE GIVING

3 easy ways!

*Click the GIVING button on our church website OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256 OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our church name and select.
Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign up to give through your
bank site or by mailing a check to:

PROTOCOLS FOR WORSHIP







May 11th
6:30 pm
at home of Linda Adams, 108 Cedar Lane
Bring your own packed dinner, a lawn chair
and we will socially distance
outside around the fire.

If you are otherwise not feeling well, please do not come to church.
Everyone will be required to use hand sanitizer and to wear a mask upon entering the building.
No hugging or hand shaking will be allowed.
Please try to avoid cross-traffic or otherwise grouping up in the stairwell and the elevator hallway.
Persons who share the same domicile may also share the elevator. Otherwise, only one person at a
time may use the elevator.
Persons must enter the sanctuary from the narthex. At the conclusion of the worship service, persons
will be dismissed row by row by ushers and must exit the sanctuary through the narthex.
Persons who already share the same domicile may sit together in the same pew.
Persons who do not share the same domicile must have at least six feet between them.
If you choose to sit in the balcony, you must remain in the balcony until the conclusion of the service. (This is to avoid cross-traffic in the narrow stairwell.)
Congregational singing and gathering for the children’s message are prohibited.
Persons are encouraged to give on-line or to leave offerings in a box or basket in the narthex.
For the time being, there will be no nursery service. But, there will be changing tables available in
both the men’s lounge and the women’s lounge.
Do not check coats or umbrellas in the narthex. Please keep these items with you in worship.
The Nave capacity will be capped at 66 persons.
Each restroom occupant is on the honor system to wipe down all touched surfaces between uses.

10

First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

News Brief from Session




Youth Sunday scheduled for May 9, Mother's Day.
The Session has approved opening to in-person worship on Sunday, May 16. There will be
a 9:45 and 11:00 AM service.
May 16 service will celebrate 100 years of worship in our present sanctuary and special
music will be performed from the original dedication service.

The Nominating Committee is still searching for individuals to serve as elders and deacons. If
you might want to serve, or if you know of someone you would like to recommend to serve, contact Sarah Gump or Bruce Bonar.
Clerk of Session
Melody Mitchell
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What is Joel Reading?

YOUTH GROUP!

Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
In an effort to make better use of my time and improve my mood, I’ve redirected my
reading efforts away from internet posts and comments and towards actual books. Being knowledgeable about the Christian literature that is out there is, conveniently, part
of my job description and something that can be done even in the midst of a roaring
pandemic. I’ve decided to share the fruits of this endeavor here in a monthly book review for the newsletter. If you have suggestions of things I should read or that you
would like me to review, I’d love to hear them! Please send them to
joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer is perhaps best known as the Christian theologian executed by the
third reich for his involvement in an attempt to assassinate Adolph Hitler during World
War 2. Before his involvement in the 20th of July plot, as it has come to be known,
Bonhoeffer was the head of an underground seminary at Finkenwalde, which trained
pastors in the Confessing Church. The Confessing Church was a movement in German christendom which resisted the official German church’s acquiescence to Adolph
Hitler and the policies of the Nazi party. This stand is one that history would come to
look kindly upon as the full atrocities of Hitler’s Germany came to light.
It was at this Seminary in Finkenwalde, where Bonhoeffer would write “Life Together” a meditation on the importance and mechanics of both Christian community
and solitude. Written from the perspective of one who is cut off from the fellowship of
the majority of his brothers and sisters in Christ for taking a moral stand, Bonhoeffer’s
observations of what genuine christian community looks like and his practical advice on
leading what he calls a “home church” have proven to be very insightful to my own
home church, as this pandemic has kept us away from our church family.
“Life Together” provides a variety of insights into what constitutes worship, the
reasoning behind why we worship the way we do, and how worship can fit into the context of a congregation torn asunder. It is, in itself, a worthy beginners course in the theory of worship. It provides in-depth coverage into the role of prayer, music and scripture
in the context of the home church as well as a frank portrayal of the difficulties inherent
in living within a Christian community. It comes highly recommended.

CAYA!

YOUTH GROUP
WEDNESDAYS
4:00 P.M.
ZOOM

ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!
CAYA
College & Young Adult Ministry
Sundays at 7:00!
Virtually or in parking deck!

TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!
Easter Egg Hunt

Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!

Thanks to everyone who participated or hid
eggs for us! It was a fun time and folks appreciated it!

Youth Sunday
Youth Sunday parts have been sent out and
are due in to Joel by May 5th. If you want a
part, but didn't get one yet, there's still time,
but don't wait. Just let Joel know and he'll
give you something to do. Youth Sunday
will be May 9th.

Montreat
There will be a mandatory Montreat zoom meeting for youth and parents on May 2nd at 4:30
pm. Everyone considering going to this year's
youth conference should plan to attend.
We'll discuss travel arrangements, preparations,
plan meals, give out packing lists and answer any
questions folks have.
There's one slot left if anyone wants to commit to
going.

Joel’s Favorite Quote: “The Christian cannot simply take for granted
the privilege of living among other Christians.”
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Although this pandemic has adversely affected the faithful work of the
church during this past year, the session, the board of deacons, the
numerous church committees, and the church staff have all struggled
to serve God’s people and to make Christ’s love known. Needless to
say, such compassionate service is challenging, even under ideal conditions.
The work of the Nominating Committee is especially difficult. Please
keep the committee’s work in your prayers. Indeed, please help your Nominating Committee by expressing your prayers as loving action; please notify the committee that you
would prayerfully volunteer to be nominated as an elder or deacon.
The future of First Presbyterian Church depends on your compassionate service.

CELEBRATIONS: My Christian friends. The Session has authorized and approved the
return to in-person worship starting on Sunday, 16 May 2021. Because of pandemic protocols, we will have two 45-minute services with reduced seating capacity: 9:45 am – 10:30
am and 11:00 – 11:45. There is no sign-up for worship times; come to the service of your
choosing and we trust that all will work out to the glory of God.
Sunday, May 16, 2021
9:45-10:30 or 11-11:45 am

What a school year we have had!!
May 19th is our last day!
This month the students will celebrate moms and even make a little gift
for the dads since we won’t be in school for Father’s Day. We will also
learn about Dinosaurs!
We will end the year with a graduation outdoors and socially distanced. Time and place will
be decided soon.
Thank you for all your donations and prayers. This year has had its challenges but our students and their families handled it all perfectly. We already have people signing up for next
school year so if you know anyone interested please have them register now. Currently we
can only take 12 for the Tuesday/Thursday class and 14 for the Monday/Wednesday/Friday
class. Hopefully numbers can change but we want to make sure everyone stays happy and
healthy.
Thank you again for all your support!
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Teaching With Soul
By Joel
People prefer the pain they know to the healing that they don‘t know. I first heard this
line from one of my Seminary professors in a class on Pastoral counseling. In my experience,
it’s largely true. Things or habits that are familiar to us often have a hold on us that can be hard
to kick. It’s a hold which better healthier things or better healthier habits have great difficulty in
uprooting. This is part of the reason why it’s so hard to overcome addictions or to free yourself
from an abusive relationship or to set off for a new and better job. The promise of the benefits
that these endeavors might bring about cannot overpower the lure of what has become familiar
to us. There's just something comfortable about the familiar...even if it is familiar in a bad way.
It’s a hard truth that the familiar, while comfortable, is maybe not always the best for us.
I have a theory that this is why people continue to eat at McDonalds. I know for a fact that's why
my Grandfather would eat there on long road trips with us back when he was alive. He didn't
like the food so much as he liked "knowing what he was going to get". Us kids liked the toys in
the happy meals, so we didn't complain much, but I'm certain now that we missed out on a lot of
thrilling regional cuisine because of this policy on our family vacations with our grandparents.
We missed out on food that would be better than food from McDonalds by just about every metric, but it wasn't familiar and so it wasn't considered. There’s something comforting about the
familiar, even when it is an unhealthy familiarity. The familiar can be deceptive in that way.
Anyway, I’m saying all of this because, as I’m writing this, I just received my second
dose of the covid vaccine and am getting closer and closer to efficacy. That’s one step closer to
immunity (fingers crossed). By all rights, I should be feeling ecstatic. My life and the life of my
family are a little further along on the intentional crawl back to normalcy. The church is making
plans to open back up. We worshipped together on Easter Sunday and it was fantastic. It should
be an exciting time. If I’m being honest though, I’m mostly feeling trepidation.
Don’t get me wrong. I’m appreciative of the vaccine and I’m certain vaccinating is the
right thing to do, but underneath all of that is a pervasive nervousness. I’ve let myself become
familiar with things this past year and now change is on the horizon, a change for the better to
be sure, but a step away from familiarity nonetheless. I've seen articles suggesting this sort of
trepidation concerning the reopening of things and post pandemic life is more widespread than
you might think. People are both excited and scared for things to go back to the way they were.
I think that might be because there is a part of us that believes the hell of this pandemic is somehow preferable to the uncertainty of what might come next. It's a change for the better, but it's
still a change and that can be unsettling.
In the calendar of the Christian church, we are still celebrating Easter well into the
month of May. Easter is a time for both newness and rebirth in the church. A time to celebrate
that we serve a God who is “making all things new”. Easter is a time to let the old pass away.
And as this Easter draws to a close, we might do well to remember that if we find ourselves
clinging to the familiar, it’s very likely that we might miss out on some new and glorious thing
that God is trying to do in our congregation. At least that’s where I look to find comfort when
the thought of what still lies before us seems difficult and persistently unfamiliar. I hope it might
be some comfort to you as well.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

2021
Sun

P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2 CAYA 7:00

3

4 Tuesday crew 9-11
Mission mtg. 7:00
Elementary fellowship 6:30

5 youth zoom 4:00

6

7

8

9 CAYA 7:00

10

11 Tuesday crew 9-11

12 youth zoom 4:00

13
Needle Arts Fellowship 10:30

14

15

DANA ON VACATION
Elementary fellowship 6:30
Evening circle 6:30
16 CAYA 7:00

17

18 Tuesday crew 9-11
Elementary fellowship 6:30
PW 10:30 a.m.
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
B/F mtg. 7:00

19 youth zoom 4:00

20

21

22

24

25 Tuesday crew 9-11
Elementary fellowship 6:30
Session 7:00

26 youth zoom 4:00

27

28

29

In person worship services
resume!
9:45 or 11:00 a.m.
23 CAYA 7:00
Worship services
9:45 or 11:00
Pentecost Offering
30 CAYA 7:00

31 office closed

Worship services
9:45 or 11:00
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