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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!

danamiller@richmondfpc.com
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PLEASE NOTE -

ELDERS
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
Courtney Lawrenz
Beth Underwood
David Deaton
James Exline
Bonnie Gray
DEACONS
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom
Linda Adams
Eric Everett
Lynn Shearon

Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.

CLASS OF
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024
CLASS OF
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024

Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.

When this pandemic began, most of us were hoping and praying that it would run its
course quickly so that we could return to normal. Our lives have been so disrupted that
we have had to make serious changes to the way we live our daily lives—how we work,
how we go to school, how we play, how we shop, how we worship, how we socialize,
how we eat, even how we dress to color-coordinate with our masks.
It seems as though this pandemic brings new challenges every single day. Every day
brings new uncertainties. Who will get sick? Who will be quarantined? Who will be
hospitalized? Who (God-forbid) will die? Each one of these uncertainties forces us to
make choices every day—choices that we have never had to make before.
Yes, we are ready for this pandemic to go away so that we can return to normal.
But I must ask, “When has life ever been normal?” I ask this question in all sincerity.
Living life every day brings with it new challenges, even without this pandemic. Every
day there is a tornado, a hurricane, an earthquake, a flood, a drought, a famine, a political upheaval, a homicide, a war. These things have been happening every day; but these
things seldom affect all of us at once as this global pandemic has.
If there is a silver-lining to this pandemic, it is this: the global pandemic shows us that
life is challenging. In other words, we need to stop thinking that we will someday return
to normal. Every day is always filled with blessings and challenges. Every day is always filled with laughter and tears. Every day is normal.
My Christian friends, the life of Jesus Christ shows us that living in this sinful and broken world is always a challenge. This is why He calls His followers “disciples.” As
disciples, we are called to discipline our lives so that we can face the challenges that
come with each new day. Every day, we must meet these challenges and do the next
right thing. If we are waiting for a return to normal, we end up doing nothing, and we
miss the new day.
My Christian friends, every day is normal.
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MISSION……..a body of people sent

ONLINE GIVING

The Peace and Global Witness offering enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by
addressing systems of injustice in our community and across the world. This year, 25% of our
collection will be contributed to the Kentucky Council of Churches, whose work across the
commonwealth embodies all that this offering intends. I invite you all to check out the activities
of the council at http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/. An additional 25% will be shared with
other local congregations engaged in the work of peace and reconciliation, with the remaining
50% supporting the global work of the PCUSA.

August 2021 Summary
Category

# of families served

Amount

Utilities

21

$2,473.97

Rent

23

$4,773.47

ID
Food

0
20

$0
$553.16

Personal Care Items

12

Cupboard

Gas

29

$725

Car Insurance

3

$499.14

Hotel stays

9

$1,080

Legal assistance

1

$150

Total

$10,254.74

*Click the GIVING button on our church website OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256 OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our church name and select.
Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign up to give through your bank site
or by mailing a check to:
First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

Special thanks to those
that were able to make
donations to our Love
Cupboard.
We are still in need of
items:
soap
detergent
dishwashing liquid
paper towels
toilet paper
deodorant
lotion
shampoo
toothpaste
toothbrushes
socks
dog/cat treats and food
etc.

The families served in August included 31 children, 6 veterans, 9 homeless and 3 domestic
violence situations.

OCTOBER
1
4
6
11
12
15
17
18
20
23
24
25
26
29

NOVEMBER

Betty Park Adams
Rhonda Orttenburger
Molly Frisbie
Sonja Rhee
Mrs. Ella Park
Julie Stanley
Eden Stanley
Dan Lichty
Paul Hager
David Jett
Beth Underwood
Curtis Christian
Carolyn Muns
Nancy Crider
Joe Allison
Abigail Adkins
Phillip Seyfrit
Chandra Leaverton
Shelby Dale Lamb

1
3
4
8
9
10
11

13
15
17
19
20
21
22

The need for generosity, love and support continues to be great and with the surge in
COVID-19, it’s anticipated that more families will struggle. We are blessed to be able to
assist so many in our area - Thank you.

24
28

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
2

3 easy ways!

29
11

Kevin Crump
John Harter
David Coleman
Chris Smart
Donald Short
Neen Wiggins
Taylor Losson
John Waggoner
Nancy Brubaker
John Florell
Roxanna Potosky
Dwight Barkley
Ed Sigmon
Lindsey Glass
Jeffrey Brubaker
Praveena Salins
Hee-Young Shin
Abby Toutant
Ella Deaton
Suzanne Leung
Nancy Carrico
Frank Milanesi
Linda Adams
John Gump
Chris Laird

Evening Women’s Circle

vaccines.gov
https://www.vaccines.gov/ is a very simple website for scheduling your regular
covid-19 vaccine and your covid
booster. You simply put in your zip code,
click on the type of vaccine you prefer and
how many miles you are willing to
travel. The site will show you every location where available and you can sign up
online.

Women’s Evening Circle Meeting on Tuesday, October
12th at 6:30 pm will be a Zoom meeting.
Here is the current link and information. Go ahead and
pass it on as you see fit, but please don't post it publicly.

Rebecca Esther Circle
Tuesday
October 19
10:30 a.m.
Jennifer Brubaker will
lead the lesson.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88396352422?
pwd=SHJNWjJVSGlFeklyWnJyd09QUnNNZz09
Meeting ID: 883 9635 2422
Passcode: 761827
World Communion Sunday
October 3, 2021

Youtube Channel of First Presbyterian Church

During this time of pandemic,
we are currently working on
some innovative ways for observing the
Lord’s Supper during our services of worship,
both in-person and virtually, so that everyone
will be invited to the Lord’s Table. For both
the 10:00 am and the 11:00 am services, we
plan to present the worship services live
through our ZOOM room. If you plan to worship from home and to celebrate the Lord’s
Supper through ZOOM (virtually), please
make sure that you have some bread and wine
(or grape juice) on hand. If you plan to worship in the sanctuary and to celebrate the
Lord’s Supper in person, we will have prepackaged communion sets already in the pews
for you. These pre-packaged sets will contain
a sealed cup of grape juice with a communion
wafer sealed on top of the cup. Before we
celebrate the sacrament, we will guide the
congregation with easy steps to open the communion set for the wafer and the cup. Let us
celebrate the life, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ with Christians all over
the world on this World Communion Sunday.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChSZ4RycXKE0T3UiAiarvnw/videos
Hey, my Christian friends: Although this pandemic has greatly interrupted our way of life, fellowship, and worship; it has also presented us with new possibilities. This pandemic has shown
us that if we can’t always safely gather in large groups, we can still worship at home. Indeed,
through our Sunday School and fellowship Zoom meetings, and through our church’s Youtube
Channel, we can now reach people all over the world with worship and missions.
Every week, we have two worship services available on our Youtube Channel:
One service is a pre-recorded worship service for those who wish to worship with our congregation on Sunday morning, but who cannot be present with us in our church’s sanctuary. This pre
-recorded service contains the same scripture lections, sermons, and other worship elements that
are part of the actual service for that particular Sunday morning.
The other weekly Youtube service is a video recording of the actual Sunday morning worship
with the congregation participating. This video recorded service gives you a sense of spiritually
communing with God through the musicians, liturgists, and worshipers who were actually present in the sanctuary.
Please check out these video worship opportunities on our church’s Youtube Channel. And
please share this videos with all of your friends through social media.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChSZ4RycXKE0T3UiAiarvnw/videos
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What’s Joel Reading?
“Canoeing in the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory” By Todd Bolsinger
“Canoeing in the Mountains” uses Lewis and Clark’s
exploration of the Louisiana Purchase as an allegory for
church leadership. The crux of the book focuses on how
Lewis and Clark were forced to adapt their journey, as they
searched for the Northwest Passage, from a seafaring expedition to a mountain climbing expedition upon discovering the Rocky Mountains. Lewis and Clark were experienced sailors and had prepared for a river voyage, but were forced to pivot into leading
an inexperienced group of sailors on a mountain climbing expedition instead. Bolsinger
uses historical records to analyze this journey thoroughly and draw parallels between
Lewis and Clark’s expedition and the church at the close of the age of Christendom.
Truthfully this book was not what I was hoping it would be. I thought I might find
insight into how to lead our church in this time of pandemic, but “Canoeing in the Mountains” was not especially helpful in that regard and did not particularly speak into the
context of our church very well. It was a little too theoretical for my liking and was a little
wanting in practical advice. The historical tie in, while interesting at times, did not always tie in neatly to our present day context. The book does thoroughly review leadership theory as well as extensively recount the feats and trials of Lewis and Clark’s expedition, so if that’s something that really interests you, then by all means check it out,
but for the casual reader or church leader, or for someone seeking comfort or edification in this trying time, I might suggest giving this one a pass.

Joel’s Favorite Quote:
“Nothing changes until there is a change in behavior”

This month’s book was recommended by my brother, James
Stanley. Thanks James! Do you have a book you’d like Joel to review for What’s Joel Reading? Send him your recommendations at
joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com
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YOUTH GROUP!
Campfire

CAYA!

ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!

October 9

7:30 pm

The youth group is invited to a time of fellowship, fun, hot cider
and s’mores in the Stanley Family’s backyard. We will meet at
7:30 on October 9th to enjoy a campfire together. Masks will be
required. If you plan to attend, please do RSVP by calling or texting Joel (412)926-2581.

Presbytery Youth Leadership Ministry
Our Presbytery is looking for youth who might be interested in serving on our Presbytery Youth Leadership Ministry team. This team will meet monthly and be responsible
for putting together Presbytery wide events for the youth in our Presbytery. At this time,
it is open to Senior High youth only. There will be a meeting at First Presbyterian Lexington on Sunday, Oct. 17th at 1 pm - 3pm for youth interested in participating or
learning more. Joel will be attending this meeting, and can give folks a ride if they need

It's the Grate-ful Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!
Our Christian Education committee is putting together an
inter-generational home activity for the fall months. This
will be an exercise in gratitude at a time when we all
could benefit from spending some time focusing on positive things. If you choose to participate, you will receive a
pumpkin and a sharpie delivered to your home. Each day,
spend some time reflecting on things for which you are
grateful and write one of them on the pumpkin. When
Thanksgiving rolls around, your pumpkin should be well
covered in things for which to give thanks and make a
nice centerpiece for a thanksgiving dinner! If this sounds
like something you'd like to participate in, please register
sometime before October 10th by calling or texting Joel
at 412-926-2581 with your name and address.
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TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!

The office will be closed
October 11-15
as all staff is on vacation.

Our elementary fellowship is meeting on
Tuesdays at 6:30 for games, fellowship and
Bible study. Text Joel for the link!

This is Fall Break for the schools.
Preschool is also closed.

Dear Church Family,
Thanks so much for all of the meals,
cards, check-ins, favors and prayers you
sent our way as our family quarantined
with Covid this past month. As of this
Tuesday, we are all finished with quarantine and feeling fine and blessed that this
experience is now behind us. The love you
sent our way certainly helped sustain us
as we went through this ordeal and we are
truly grateful for all of it.
With much love,
Joel, Julie, Martha,
Ava, Eden, Grace and Sophie Stanley

Thankful for Fall!

October for preschool is a month where we explore, learn and have fun
with all things fall related. We also will be talking about our 5 senses.
Preschool will go on a field trip October 21st and 22nd to Baldwin
Farm.
Dress Up days are October 28th and 29th.
We are asking for candy donations be dropped off outside the church
office door for our Dress Up days by October 27th.
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Teaching With Soul
By Joel
I’ve been doing church work professionally for over 11 years now and one of the things I’ve
learned for sure is that not everything can be a resounding success. Off and on, things are going
to fail. Programs are not going to go as planned. Events are not going to be well attended. Lessons are going to fall short. This is just the way life is sometimes, but this has seemed to be especially the way life has been over the past two years thanks to this pandemic.
When something fails in the church, I usually find that it's for one of two reasons.
Firstly, things can fail because they are just legitimately bad. These are ideas either ill conceived, poorly planned or badly executed. I have certainly had my fair share of these in the
course of my ministry. A particular Trunk or Treat I put on while interning in Pittsburgh that
ended in a fistfight between two elementary aged brothers over which one of them had won musical chairs springs to mind as an example. There are others, but I’ll leave it at that one. When
something fails in this way, there's really nothing to do besides learn from the mistakes that
were made and try to improve for the next venture. When something’s a genuine failure like
this, you only really fail if you fail to learn a lesson and adjust accordingly.
Secondly, things often fail in the church because of an unrealistic expectation about
what constitutes success. I think this might be the type of failure we're largely facing in the
church at the moment. Sometimes we set our standards for success unreasonably high for the
circumstances we’re facing. This was already a pretty big problem in the American Christian
church even before the pandemic hit. This was a problem because the age of Christendom has
slowly been coming to a close in our country. By Christendom, I mean the period of time
wherein Christianity was an accepted cultural Norm of our society. There is less societal pressure to be Christian or attend church today than there was in the 50's and 60's. This means there
are less people participating in church, but it also means that the people participating in church
are doing so out of their own genuine desire and not out of some misguided sense of social obligation. So yes the church is smaller now, but it has also become more sincere and more dedicated. Overall, that might not be a bad thing. So If we use metrics from the 50’s and 60’s or
even the 80's and 90's to gauge success for our church in the 2020’s, as some are wont to do,
things are going to look bleak indeed. The church has changed. We need to reframe what constitutes success to go along with that reformation. If we don't, surely nothing we take on will ever
seem successful and that only ultimately leads to despair.
The scriptures give us some insight into how to deal with failure as a Christian. In Matthew 10, Jesus sends his disciples out into the world to begin their ministry. Jesus is giving
them a final pep talk before letting them go, he tells them “If anyone will not welcome you or
listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet” (Matthew
10:14). By saying this, Jesus is giving the disciples a glimpse into how he expects them (and us)
to deal with failure. When the disciples try to share God’s love and fail at it, they are to shake
the dust off of their feet and move on. For the disciples, shaking off dust is a symbolic gesture.
It is a cleansing of sorts. It is the physical act of not allowing your failures to taint your future in
a negative way. It is leaving those failures in the past instead of letting them drag you down.
Like the disciples, when we fail, Jesus expects us to do the exact same thing. We are to shake it
off. Keep going. Try again. We only truly fail when we give up. That’s worth remembering.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3 Peacemaking Offering

4
Bible Study 10:30

5 Tuesday crew 9—noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Mission mtg. 7:00

6 Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

7

8

9 Youth Bonfire 7:30 pm
Memorial Service for
Norris MacKinnon
2:00 in sanctuary

10
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship svc. 10-10:45
2nd worship svc. 11-11:45

11

12 Tuesday crew 9—noon
Evening circle 6:30

13

14

15

16

17
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship svc. 10-10:45
2nd worship svc. 11-11:45

18
Bible Study 10:30

19 Tuesday crew 9—noon
PW 10:30
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
Budget/finance mtg. 7:00

20
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

21
Needle Arts Fellowship 10:30
**note date change!

22

23

24
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship svc. 10-10:45
2nd worship svc. 11-11:45

25
Bible Study 10:30

26 Tuesday crew 9—noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00
Newsletter deadline 10:00 am

27
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

28

29

30

Preschool dress-up day

Preschool dress-up day

OFFICE CLOSED—STAFF VACATIONS

31
Sunday school 9:00-9:45
1st worship svc. 10-10:45
2nd worship svc. 11-11:45
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