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My Christian Friends, don’t let the entire staircase overwhelm you. Just
focus on the next step.
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When you talk to your church friends, please ask
if they are receiving the church emails. We are
trying to keep everyone connected!
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PLEASE NOTE -

ELDERS
Bruce Bonar
Scott LaFollette
Jennifer Ward
Bill Mitchell
Courtney Lawrenz
Beth Underwood
David Deaton
James Exline
Bonnie Gray
DEACONS
Sue Chenault
Jennifer Deaton
LeAnn Jones
Chris Campbell
Marti Exline
Jill Hissom
Linda Adams
Eric Everett
Lynn Shearon

Watch our facebook page for sermons,
children’s messages, etc. We also send
out emails with links to Sunday school
lessons, sermons, etc.

CLASS OF
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2022
2022
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2023
2023
2024
2024
2024
CLASS OF
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2023
2024
2024
2024

Our office doors are locked, however if
you need in for any reason, please call
and we will make arrangements to let
you in.

* Jen Wilke-Deaton of the Board of Deacons is
graciously offering to pick-up and to deliver groceries for persons of First Presbyterian Church
who might need to self-quarantine or self-isolate
themselves in these challenging days of pandemic. Please contact Jen by telephone or text
(859-582-6259) if you would like to arrange with
her for this service of pick-up and delivery.
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I can only imagine that you are like me; you too are tired of this pandemic. I’m tired of
social distancing. I grow weary of wearing my mask every time I venture out in public.
I often curse this virus—the havoc it wreaks and the death it reaps. I pray for the end of
this long season of pandemic and for the coming of the spring of resurrection. And even
though I long to throw away this mask and return to “normal,” this virus does not answer to my whims and wants.
This pandemic has forced us to recreate our lives, our community, our work, our play,
our worship. Learning how to live our lives again in these trying times is difficult; but it
is not impossible. Indeed, when we accept the challenges that this pandemic presents,
we discover that we can do it. God has not given us anything that we cannot handle.
God has created us to meet such challenges.
Perhaps this pandemic has done us a favor. It has, for good or ill, reminded us of something that perhaps we have forgotten. That is, life is not meant to be easy. Living in
community, loving our neighbors, requires some “discipline.” This is why Christ calls
us “disciples.”
I am convinced that this pandemic will not endure forever. But, until it runs its course,
we have what it takes to live, to love, and to prevail. This pandemic does not require us
to be crucified, but it does challenge us to take up our own respective crosses. We know
what we need to do to live, to love, and to prevail. Get vaccinated when we can; wear
masks in public to mitigate the viral spread to those unvaccinated; respect the social distance of others.
I confess, my Christian Friends, that I do not know the answer to this divine mystery:
why does our present generation have to face this pandemic? Whatever the reason may
be, let us at least learn from it. Let us never take the ease of life for granted. When this
pandemic ends, there will be yet another challenge just over the horizon. Even after we
climb the mountain to see the promised land on the other side, we often find another
mountain. Let this pandemic teach us that there are always challenges ahead.
Don’t let the entire staircase overwhelm you. Just focus on the next step.
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July 2021 Summary

LOVE FUND NEWS

Category

# of families served

Amount

Utilities

37

$9,759.42

Rent

29

$19,780.20

ID

0

$0

Food

12

$358.89

Personal Care Items

11

Cupboard

Gas

28

$700

Car Insurance

2

$404

Hotel stays

9

$3,086.89

Lot Deposit

1

$597

Bed

1

$154.91

Cupboard supplies

$129.69

USPS (stamps)

$110

Total

$35,081

ONLINE GIVING

*Click the GIVING button on our church website OR
*Text fpcgift to 73256 OR
Download the Abundant Giving app on your phone. Locate our church name and select.
Follow all prompts to give online. Of course you can always sign up to give through your bank site
or by mailing a check to:
First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

BUCKHORN CHILDREN’S HOME OFFERING
SEPTEMBER 12
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The families served in July included 44 children, 1 veteran, 9 homeless and 2 domestic
violence situations.
The need for generosity, love and support continues to be great and with the surge in
COVID-19, it’s anticipated that more families will struggle. We are blessed to be able to
assist so many in our area - Thank you.
Special thanks to those that were able to make donations to our Love Cupboard.
We are still in need of items: soap, detergent, dishwashing liquid, paper towels, toilet
paper, deodorant, lotion, shampoo, tooth paste, tooth brushes, socks, dog/cat treats and
food, etc.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
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3 easy ways!
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Dale Lawrenz
Sue Fain
George Ferrell
Randall Gray
Tracy Lamb
Joel Stanley
Amelia Shew
Bruce Bonar
Pierce Johnson, Jr.
Karen Losson
Carter Lamb
Ella Park
Gene Wolf
Phyllis Gump
Jeanie Smith
Bill Carrico
Jim Ney
Mandy Owens
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15
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20
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25
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Betty Park Adams
Rhonda Orttenburger
Molly Frisbie
Sonja Rhee
Mrs. Ella Park
Julie Stanley
Eden Stanley
Dan Lichty
Paul Hager
David Jett
Beth Underwood
Curtis Christian
Carolyn Muns
Nancy Crider
Joe Allison
Abigail Adkins
Phillip Seyfrit
Chandra Leaverton
Shelby Dale Lamb

VBS
A big thank you to everyone who came out to support
this year’s Vacation Bible School program. We had a
very good turn out, all things considered and the whole
event went smoothly and was a great time. If you get
the chance to talk to any of our elementary aged kids,
be sure to ask them what their favorite part was! Pictures have been posted in the entryway to the
sanctuary and on Facebook, if you are interested.

Evening Women’s Circle
Evening Circle Meeting on September
14th at 6:30 pm will be a Zoom meeting.

Rebecca Esther Circle
First meeting and
“Thank Offering”
Tuesday, September 21
at 10:30
Please pick up the new study book,
“What my Grandmother Taught Me Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus” in the
Narthex before Sunday worship. If
you need to pick it up during the
week, please call the office and we
will have one for you.
We will
meet in the parlor with masks.
Melody will lead the lesson.

News Brief from the Session
David Deaton, chair of the Fellowship Committee is eager to hear your ideas
for fellowship activities. Contact him with your suggestions at 859-200-4099.
 Sunday attendance for both services averages 69 over the past 4 weeks. 30
individuals attended the 4th Sunday worship service at McCready Manor.
 Telford Foundation local representatives will meet with session members and
tour the church facilities in September.
 Rally Day on hold due to Covid 19.
 Pledge revenue down over the summer months.



Clerk of Session
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What’s Joel Reading?
“The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief” by Francis S.
Collins
I’ve heard it said that you can’t use logic or scientific reasoning to debate someone into loving God, and I believe that to be true. It’s unfortunate, then, that
logic and scientific reasoning are often precisely the tools used to lead people away from God in
many cases. The truth of the matter is that there is really much more common ground between
faith and the sciences than people are willing to concede. It is on that common ground that
Collins writes “The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief”, a fantastic synthesis of faith and science, reason and experience, head and heart.
Francis S. Collins’ largest claim to fame is likely his work isolating the gene sequence
responsible for Cystic Fibrosis or his work heading up the International Human Genome project.
Collins is also a man of faith though and his book, “The Language of God” is essentially a work
of apologetics wherein Collins explains his evolution of thought from atheist teenager to full on
believer and presents his rationale for embracing both faith and science in his life.
At times academic, at times personal, always insightful, “The Language of God” is good
food for thought as well as spiritual bread. Collins is well read and knowledgeable across a wide
variety of disciplines and uses all the knowledge and experience at his disposal to craft his argument. Pulling on the work of theologians and philosophers, physicists and molecular biologists
as well as his own personal life experiences, Collins makes a compelling argument against discounting faith outright as an antithesis to scientific thought.
If you have found yourself wondering about God’s existence this book might help you
in that pursuit. If you have a genuine interest in the sciences there is plenty here for you as well.
Collins has an admirable way of taking the complex and breaking it down into something that is
more readily understandable and that talent is on full display within the pages of this book. It is
certainly worth checking out.

YOUTH GROUP!

CAYA!

ELEMENTARY FELLOWSHIP!

Youth Group Planning Meeting

7:00 p.m.

It is time for our annual youth group planning meeting! This meeting is set for
September 12th at 7pm and is open to all middle and high school youth and their
parents. We'll discuss the coming year, brainstorm activities, welcome new members, discuss Montreat and Triennium and set a rough calendar for the year. This
will be a hybrid meeting, meaning folks will have the option to meet in person in
the church parlor or virtually in the church zoom room. Hope to see you there!

TERRIFIC TUESDAYS!

Rally Day has been
cancelled.

Our elementary fellowship is meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 for games,
fellowship and Bible study. Text
Joel for the link!

Joel’s Favorite Quote: “The more I examine the universe and the details of its architecture, the more evidence I find that the universe in some sense must have known we were
coming”
This month’s book was recommended by Lynn Shearon. Thanks Lynn! Do
you have a book you’d like Joel to review for What’s Joel Reading? Send
him your recommendations at joel.christopher.stanley@gmail.com
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September 12
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MISSION……..a body of people sent

Teaching With Soul
By Joel
Buckhorn Children’s Home Offering

A recent study on the nation’s underprivileged children ranked the state of Kentucky as
10th overall, but as number 1 for the highest rate of maltreated children. Presbyterian
Children’s Homes, such as the one we support in Buckhorn, Kentucky, have their
hands full working to meet the needs of the children placed in their care. This month
we will collect our annual offering for Buckhorn Child and Family Services and I urge
you to remember that the needs of the children in our state do not disappear simply because our attention is drawn to the larger crises in the news. Please lift up in prayer
both the children at Buckhorn, as they seek to heal from life-altering trauma and abuse,
and the workers who do such important work. Your contributions, spiritual and financial, can make a significant difference in those children’s lives.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY
6:30 p.m.

Monday
September 6
Office closed

Our study group has decided to have a six-week
study on the theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The
books are ordered and will be in soon. Until then, the
group has decided to study the book of Revelation
for the next few Wednesdays. Come join us at 6:30
Wednesday evening.

Preschool starts September 8th and 9th!
This year we will have a MWF class and TTH class!
In the month of September we will learn about:
 How God made each one of us special
 God made our family
 God gives us a home
Please say a prayer for our students and staff that we stay healthy,
safe and have a great time learning and playing together!

There is a form of art called Kintsugi, which appears to have originated in China in the 15th century. The traditional story of Kintsugi’s origin is that a Japanese emperor had a tea bowl which
was a particular favorite. The bowl fell one day and broke into pieces. The emperor was upset at
the loss of his favorite bowl. So he sent the broken pieces to China requesting that they be repaired. The craftsman who repaired the bowl decided to use melted gold to join the pieces back
together. When the repair was finished, the bowl was even more beautiful than it was before it
had been broken. The emperor was very pleased.
This started an artistic movement wherein pieces of broken pottery are rejoined with gold. The
cracks and chips are brought together in such a way as to increase the visual appeal of the piece
as a whole. Through this process, the pottery, though broken, becomes a work of art. In Kintsugi, the mending process leaves things new and more exciting than they were at the start. The
piece’s brokenness adds to its beauty. I like the thought of that.
I feel like this pandemic has left a lot of things broken in a lot of different ways. I know it's broken me in ways that I'm still trying to process. It's certainly left its mark on the church as well,
but that's not all. Schools, families, entire industries have been broken. There appear to be
cracks everywhere you look. But the art of Kintsugi would seem to suggest that we can still find
a way to take all of these shards and broken pieces and bring them back together into something
even more beautiful than before and I have to believe that’s possible.
I have to believe that’s possible, because it’s a resurrection of sorts and I am in the resurrection
business. In scripture, in the book of Revelation, Christ tells us “Behold, I am making all things
new” and in the book of 2nd Corinthians we are told that “if anyone is in Christ, they are a new
creation” and also that we are “jars of clay”. It’s not that big of a leap to suggest, then, that we
see ourselves as Kintsugi. We are both broken and made new, destroyed and yet beautiful.
Through Christ, we are repaired beyond our original state. Through Christ we are transformed
(or being transformed) into a veritable work of art.
I think this is a good thing to keep in mind as we begin the good work of figuring out what the
post pandemic church might look like. Because the church is Kintsugi as well at the moment.
Or at least it has the potential to be. We are broken in a lot of ways, but the pieces are still here
awaiting their transformation, waiting on Christ to use us to reassemble them into something
newer, better and more beautiful. I can’t wait to see what that might be.

If you would like to donate children masks, we will gladly accept them since toddler/preschool
masks are hard to find and often cost more.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323
(fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Bible Study 6:30

2

3

4

7 Tuesday crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Mission mtg. 7:00

8
Bible Study 6:30

9
Needle Arts Fellowship 10:30

10

11

5
Sunday School 9-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45

6

12
Buckhorn Offering
Sunday School 9-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45

13
Bible Study 10:30

14 Tuesday crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Evening Circle 6:30 ZOOM

15
Bible Study 6:30

16

17

18

19
Sunday School 9-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45

20
Bible Study 10:30

21 Tuesday crew 9-noon
PW 10:30
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Preschool mtg. 3:45
CE mtg. 4:45
Budget/finance 7:00

22
Bible Study 6:30

23

24

25

26
Sunday School 9-9:45
1st worship 10-10:45
2nd worship 11-11:45

27
Bible Study 10:30

28 Tuesday crew 9-noon
Elementary Fellowship 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00

29
Bible Study 6:30

30

Office closed
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