www.richmondfpc.com

Curtis Christian
curtischristian@richmondfpc.com

Joel Stanley
Joel.christopher.stanley(@gmail.com

Dana Miller
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Joyce Wolf
jhwolfsong@gmail.com
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ELDERS CLASS OF
David Deaton 2024
James Exline 2024
Bonnie Gray 2024
Eric Everett 2025
Lucie Nelson 2025
Jennifer Wilke-Deaton 2025
Philip Gump 2026
Paul Hager 2026
Bill Mitchell 2025
DEACONS CLASS OF
Linda Adams 2024
Donna Cox 2024
Lynn Shearon 2024
Sue Reeves 2025
Julie Stanley 2025
Gene Wolf 2025
Jennifer Brubaker 2026
Kathy Shew 2026
Rhonda Orttenburger 2026

ONLINE GIVING 3 easy ways!
*Click the GIVING button on our church website
OR

*Text fpegift to 73256 OR

Download the Abundant Giving app on your
phone. Locate our church name and select.

Follow all prompts to give online. Of course
you can always sign up to give through your
bank site or by mailing a check to:

First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

WITH

Gratitude
ASN

Called Congregational
meeting
after worship
Sunday, July 7
to elect
Deacons and Elders
for the Class of 2027.
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PRESBYTERIAN TIDINGS

MEDITATIONS ON THE APOSTLES’ CREED
WHO WAS CRUCIFIED, DIED, AND WAS INTERRED

“Who was crucified, died, and was interred”—a Latin relative clause of only four words, “crucifixus,
mortuus, et sepultus,” three of which are passive-voice verbs. No other single clause in the Apostles’
Creed contains so many verbs as this one. This, the creed’s fourth subordinate clause, asserts three events
in the life of Jesus the Messiah—three events in logical sequence. As a result of being crucified, Jesus
died; and because he died, Jesus was interred in a tomb.

Crucifixion was an ancient form of Roman capital punishment, a form often reserved for non-Roman citi-
zens. Crucifixion was a deliberately excruciating method of execution, designed to inflict intense, pro-
longed agony upon the condemned. Those sentenced to be crucified were either tied or nailed to an up-
right wooden post called a “stipes.” In many cases, the arms of the condemned were outstretched and
affixed to a crossbeam called a “patibulum.” There, they would hang until they died of asphyxiation,
heart failure, acidosis, dehydration, pulmonary embolism, or any combination of these. Thus, because he
was crucified, he suffered torturous physical pain under Pontius Pilate.

Of course, crucifixion was not only a method of brutal execution, it was also a form of political advertis-
ing for criminal deterrence. Those who were sentenced to crucifixion were often and intentionally exe-
cuted in full public view. Such a public display of so gruesome an execution was meant to dissuade all
would-be seditionists who beheld such grotesquery from even daring to challenge Roman authority. In-
deed, Jesus’ own crucifixion was just such a public execution, in full view of passers-by who derided him,
of chief priests and scribes who mocked him, of bystanders who listened to his cries, and of women who
looked on at a distance (Mark 15:25-41). Thus, Jesus not only endured the physical pain of crucifixion,
he also suffered the shame of public disgrace under Pontius Pilate. “Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith, . . . endured the cross, disregarding its shame” (Hebrews 12:2).

Crucifixion also served as a sadistic form of entertainment for the masses, if not in general, then certainly
in the case with Jesus Christ. Jesus was treated as something other than a mere criminal; he was treated as
a soulless spectacle of amusement—as a dispensable play-thing. Before the Roman soldiers led Jesus
away to be crucified, they made sport of him. They mockingly donned him with a purple robe, they
crowned him with a diadem of twisted thorns, they feigned homage to him, struck him with a staff and
spat upon him (Mark 15:16-20). All the while, Jesus was abandoned; no one came to his defense. The
crowd that earlier welcomed him with shouts of “Hosanna” now rejected him with clamors of “Crucify
him!” One of his own disciples betrayed him, another denied even knowing him, and “all of them de-
serted him and fled” (Mark 14:50). Thus, as a result of being crucified under Pontius Pilate, Jesus not
only endured infamous shame and corporal agony, he also suffered the utter loneliness of abandonment by
all (presumably, even by God).

As a consequence of his crucifixion, Jesus Christ died. In his death, Jesus finished the race that every
human being runs. He had run the full course of the human journey—from beginning to end—from birth
to death. (It should be noted that the English verb “to die” is intransitive; i.e., it has no direct object. As
such, it can only be expressed in active-voice. So, in the English translation of the creed, death is some-
thing that Jesus does. In the original Latin, however, “mortuus” is a passive-voice verb. Death is not
something that Jesus does; rather, death is what happens to Jesus. It is somewhat paradoxical in English
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to say that the decedent is doing something if indeed the decedent is dead. The original Latin of the
Apostles’ Creed is much more theologically precise; for, it emphasizes the death of Jesus Christ in a way
than the English translation cannot.)

By dying, Christ the Son of God participated in that one finite aspect of human existence which defines us
all. As long as we human beings draw breath—as long as “we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts
17:28)—the proverbial chapters of our existential biography continue to be written. Whoever we might
hope to become—whoever we might aspire to be—is filled with promise and possibility while we live.
But, once we die, no subsequent chapters can be added, and no previous chapters can be redacted. Who
we are is now finalized in death. Death is the ultimate period to our life’s story.

Like the lives of all human beings who have since died, the life of Jesus Christ is seemingly now defined.
So, who was this Jesus Christ? He was a man of God—a prophet who proclaimed the coming of a better
reality—the kingdom of God. He was a man who was reviled and despised by those powers and authori-
ties who saw this coming kingdom as a threat to their own sovereignty. By worldly standards, Jesus was
religiously a blasphemer, politically a seditionist, and legally a criminal. He was a man whose life ended
in agony, disgrace, and loneliness; and the realization of God’s kingdom seemingly died with him.

So, why does the Apostles’ Creed declare so dire a plight for the human condition? Why does it affirm
how the Messiah, the Son of God failed so miserably? Is the creed acknowledging that human sin is the
ultimate victor, that not even the grace of God can prevail against the powers of death? Can it be, per-
haps, that the Apostles’ Creed is calling us to consent to the woefully inevitable state of the human condi-
tion and to accept that God’s kingdom of mercy, justice, and love has been forever interred in a tomb with
the immutable death of God’s Son?

By no means, it is only when the night is at its darkest that the stars shine their brightest. The Apostles’
Creed is not here conceding to the mortal end of the Messiah’s mission and message. Rather, the creed is
acknowledging that Christ’s rejection and suffering, his disgrace and death are actually the beginning. In
order for him to redeem our suffering, in order for him to make something meaningful of death, the Son
of God must suffer and die. The crucifixion, death, and interment of Jesus Christ are not the end of the
story, they are the prologue to salvation.

(e

WATCH FOR FUTURE DATES

OF

FARES

AND

INTERGENERATIONAL MEDITATION
FELLOWSHIP HIKES!

0 3N

o)

12
15
19
20
24
25
27

[ULY

W& irRTHDAYS

John Roberts
Dana Miller
Sandy Dickson
Kyle Brubaker
Lydia Coleman
Lacey Wolf
David Deaton
Philip Gump
Dean Acker
Kay Patrick
Brett Lawrenz
Eric Everett
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Connie Reimold
Will Harter

T.J. Glass

Jackie Vance

Mary Harter

Abby Perry Freeman
Aiden Orttenburger
Gil Shew

Lucy Waterbury
Bonnie Gray

Jen Deaton

Sarah Gump

Coy Weldon
Marsha Frazier
Lynn Shearon
Kyah Brinegar



News Brief from Session

e VBS scheduled for July 8-12 from 5:30-8:00 in conjunction with First Chris-

tian Church.

e Missions is working on plans to update the video and audio systems in the

sanctuary.

e The church's website will have a new look in the upcoming months.

e Check out our Community Garden behind the church. Thanks to Jen

Deaton, Ethan Health and volunteers produce is starting to come in.

¢ Roofing on the sanctuary will start soon followed by improvements to the

landscaping around the church.

e Worship is looking into purchasing the new hymnals for the sanctuary.

e The 200th Anniversary of the church in 2027 is fast approaching. Please

contact a session member if you are interested in helping with celebration

plans.

« Called Congregational meeting set for after church on Sunday, July 7 to
elect Deacons and Elders for the Class of 2027.

Clerk of Session

OFFICE CLOSED
THURSDAY
JULY 4!
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& Evening Women’s Circle
[

Tuesday, August 6th at 6:30 pm in the church parlor.
== We will discuss the book Horse by Geraldine Brooks.

Sue Chenault will provide refreshments.

First Pres,

Thank you all for being such a supportive community. Madelynne and 1
have always felt at home in this church family and we are eternally grateful for
the love, prayer, and wisdom you have shared with us through the years.

Isaac and Madelyne
Category # of families served Amount
Utilities 25 $3,302.74
Rent 15 $2,714.98
Hotel 1 3180
Save A Lot bill (food vouchers) 43 $1,137.80
Gulf Bill (Gas Vouchers) 22 3575
Love Cupboard Pantry assisted 8
Total $7,910.52

55 Unique Families served (includes 28 children)
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Registration for VBS 2024 is now open! We are
pleased to be partnering with First Christian Church
for another year of Vacation Bible School where your
child will be transported back in time to experience
the life of Daniel and learn timeless Bible truths
through dramas and a multi-sensory Marketplace ex-
perience. VBS is scheduled for July 8th-12th from 5
pm -8pm at First Christian. Children and volunteers
can register through the link on our website or Face-
book page.

We have 4 youth and 2 adults signed up and ready to go to this year's Middle
School Montreat conference in Marysville, TN. There's still time to sign up if any
youth want to attend. Contact Joel to get registered.

This year's Burnamwood was a big:
success! Thanks to all the parents,i
campers and counselors for making:
it happen. Friends were made,;
isongs were sung, scripture was!
read and we all left feeling a little :
‘closer to God and to each other.!
i Thanks to FPC Richmond for all
'thelr support in sending kids to.

'camp this year and making this !




Teaching With Soul
By Joel

Last month we started a series of articles focusing on the Ten Commandments and
specifically focusing on the dual nature of the commandments as both prohibition and
encouragement, as can be seen in the Shorter Westminster Catechism. For this
month’s installment in the series, we will be looking into the first commandment. It might
surprise you to know that not all religious traditions number the 10 commandments in
exactly the same way. The commandments themselves show up in two different places
in the Bible and in neither of these two places in the original text were they numbered.
The numbers came later on in religious history, likely as a mnemonic device to aid in
memorization. Judaism, Reform Christianity and Catholicism all place their numbers in
slightly different places with regard to the text. For the purposes of these articles, we
will adhere to the reform tradition of the Westminster Catechism which defines the first
commandment as being “Thou shalt have no other Gods before me”.

“Thou shalt have no other Gods before me” is the first of four commandments used to
define how God and humanity should relate. The other 6 commandments are more
concerned with how humanity treats each other, but the first through the fourth com-
mandment tell us how to cultivate a healthy relationship with God. The first ingredient in
that healthy relationship is faithfulness.

There are many places in the Bible where the relationship between God and
humanity is couched in the imagery of a marriage. The entire book of Hosea does this.
Hosea is in a marriage with an unfaithful wife and that marriage is symbolic of the rela-
tionship between God and Israel at the time. Israel is being unfaithful to God. They are
worshiping other, lesser, non existent deities and just as the love of a marriage is hurt
by infidelity, the love between God and humanity is hurt by infidelity as well.

So the first commandment prohibits spiritual infidelity. As Christians, we are not
allowed to pick and choose who or what we will put first in our lives. We are to prioritize
God and God alone. We are to place God before any other spiritual or worldly thing and
from the perspective of prohibition, this is an almost impossible task, but the first com-
mandment doesn't just prohibit. It also encourages and the encouragement we can
find in the first commandment is that we get to HAVE God. We don’t get to have any-
thing or anyone above God, but we get God and that is no small thing. God is ours to
love, ours to worship, ours to pray to, ours to commune with, ours to experience, ours
to have. Like a husband and a wife in a marriage have each other, we have God and
truly having God is worth putting God first in our lives.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6
Bible Study cancelled Tuesday Crew 9-11 Bible Study cancelled % First Presbyterian Church
Mission mtg. 7:00 197th birthday!
| Iependence Day

CURTIS AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY PC(USA)

| DANA ON VACATION
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Congregational Mtg. noon Bible Study 10:30 am Tuesday Crew 9-11 Bible Study 6:30 Needle Arts Fellowship 11:30

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Deacon mtg. noon Bible Study 10:30 am Tuesday Crew 9-11 Bible Study 6:30
Christian Ed mtg. 4:30

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Bible Study 10:30 am Tuesday Crew 9-11 Bible Study 6:30
Session mtg. 7:00

' JOEL—MONTREAT

28 29 30 31
Bible Study 10:30 am Tuesday Crew 9-11 Welcome Wednesday 6:00
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