www.richmondfpc.com

Curtis Christian
curtischristian@richmondfpc.com

Joel Stanley
Joel.christopher.stanley(@gmail.com

Dana Miller
danamiller@richmondfpc.com

Joyce Wolf
jhwolfsong@gmail.com

Mark Johnson
markjohnson@richmondfpc.com

ELDERS CLASS OF
David Deaton 2024
James Exline 2024
Bonnie Gray 2024
Eric Everett 2025
Lucie Nelson 2025
Jennifer Wilke-Deaton 2025
Philip Gump 2026
Paul Hager 2026
Bill Mitchell 2025
DEACONS CLASS OF
Linda Adams 2024
Donna Cox 2024
Lynn Shearon 2024
Sue Reeves 2025
Julie Stanley 2025
Gene Wolf 2025
Jennifer Brubaker 2026
Kathy Shew 2026
Rhonda Orttenburger 2026

ONLINE GIVING 3 easy ways!
*Click the GIVING button on our church website
OR

*Text fpegift to 73256 OR

Download the Abundant Giving app on your
phone. Locate our church name and select.

Follow all prompts to give online. Of course
you can always sign up to give through your
bank site or by mailing a check to:

First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165
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(ReservED)
PARKING

; Please remember to observe :
: handicap parking rules :
iand also leave parking spots ;
' close to church '
for those with impaired
mobility.
Thank you!

PRESBYTERIAN TIDINGS

MEDITATIONS ON THE APOSTLES’ CREED
WHO SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE

“Who suffered under Pontius Pilate”—a Latin relative clause “passus sub Pontio Pilato.” This is the
creed’s third subordinate clause about the life and mission of Christ, and its only reference to an histori-
cally documented political figure: Pontius Pilate, the fifth Roman governor of Judea. Pontius Pilate is the
only person named in the creed for whom we actually have contemporaneous documentation (outside of
Scripture) that verifies the governor’s historicity.

The gospels of the New Testament seem to soften Pilate’s otherwise ruthless character by presenting him
as a man who strove to dismiss the unmerited charges against Jesus. That said, the Gospel of Luke does
recount an incident in which a group of Galilean worshippers were apparently slaughtered at Pilate’s com-
mand. The result of this slaughter was the mingling of the Galilean’s blood with the blood of their sacri-
fices (Luke 13:1). Ostensibly, Luke portrays Pilate as a callous and brutal governor.

So, why is it of such importance that Jesus’ suffering at the hands of Pilate be mentioned as a tenet of the
Apostles’ Creed? If not Pilate, then likely some other Roman official reigning over Judea would have
sentenced Jesus to crucifixion and death. But the simple historical fact is that it was Pilate who tried, con-
victed, and condemned Jesus: the creed affirms it, the gospels bear witness to it, even Jewish historian
Josephus testifies to it.

Because this tenet connects Pilate to Jesus’ suffering, the Apostles’ Creed is grounding the life of Christ
in history. Jesus’ passion is not esoteric or obscure, it is not ethereal or otherworldly, it is not hypotheti-
cal or academic; the passion of Jesus Christ is an historical reality. Whatever else we might believe about
the mission and message of Jesus of Nazareth, his suffering really happened.

The Apostles’ Creed never specifically mentions Jesus’ teachings; and, apart from the resurrection, the
creed never mentions his miracles. So, among all the other aspects of Jesus’ public ministry, why does
the Apostles’ Creed give special attention to his suffering? Was it necessary for Jesus, the Son of God, to
suffer?

What God’s plan requires is not suffering per se. But it does require a human being who can serve as an
exemplar of humankind—a human being who can do what all other human beings have failed to do; that
is, to live righteously, faithfully, lovingly as God’s creation. Accordingly, God’s Son empties himself of
his Godhood and takes on human vesture. He steps out of the heavenly realm of ecstatic bliss and enters
the mortal realm of pain and suffering. Perhaps God requires Christ to suffer under Pontius Pilate, but if
so, it is because human life inexorably involves suffering. Perhaps Christ’s suffering is indeed necessary,
but if so, its necessity stems from its inevitability.

Human life inevitably involves suffering. It entails watching those things that we cherish decay to age or
rust—watching them vanish to theft or loss. It entails witnessing the persons whom we love neglect,
abuse, or abandon us. It entails enduring the agony of the sickness, injury, and death of others and of our-
selves. Indeed, human life entails the anxiety and dread of inexorable pain and loss, and the unassailable
fear of our imminent mortality. This is the suffering that is indicative of human life—the life that the Son
of God lovingly takes on as the person of Jesus Christ.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Christ comes into this world of brokenness and suffering to be the hope of humankind—to become the
humanity that God intended—to live a human life of obedience and faithfulness to God, and of compas-
sion and sacrifice for the world. And he succeeds where all others have previously failed. We human
beings may devote ourselves to God’s justice for the world, we may believe in exhibiting divine compas-
sion for others, we may covet a right relationship with God. But, despite our most sincere intentions to be
what God created us to be, we fall short in every aspect of our lives. Despite our best efforts, we allow
inconvenience, discomfort, pain, and suffering to stifle our efforts and to corrupt our humanity. Whereas
life’s fears and sufferings dissuade us from being the persons whom God calls us to be, Christ did not
yield to such temptations. For the sake of God’s kingdom of justice, mercy, and love, Christ endured re-
jection by the elders, chief priests, and scribes. He bore the betrayal and abandonment of his own disci-
ples. And he underwent great suffering under Pilate.

By prevailing against the suffering that threatened to impede his faithfulness to God and to hinder his
compassion for the world, Jesus Christ becomes our true humanity and thus our Savior. To be clear, how-
ever, Christ saves us from our estrangement from God, but he does not save us from our suffering. He
does not destroy suffering; rather, he redeems it. He takes the very power of suffering that would other-
wise tempt us to shun what is good and transforms it. He transforms the power of suffering into the
power of the cross—the metaphorical cross that his followers are called to take up (Mark 8:34).

As followers of Jesus Christ, we Christians are to do as Christ does. This does not mean that we can suf-
fer a redemptive death for the sins of the world. (We cannot.) It does mean, however, that we too will
likely confront resistance, even painful defiance, whenever we try to do what is loving and just. When-
ever we exhibit the kingdom of God, we are taking up the cross. Whenever we love our neighbors as our-
selves (with a love that is often sacrificial), we are exhibiting the compassion that is indicative of Jesus
Christ. Indeed, the very word “compassion” literally means “to suffer together with others.” When we
love others with a Christ-like love, we compassionately bear their suffering just as Christ bore the suffer-
ing of this world.

All of this, we are avowing when we affirm the tenet that Jesus the Christ suffered under Pontius Pilate.
This tenet of the Apostles’ Creed is declaring so much more than an historical acknowledgement; it is
declaring that Jesus was more than a victim of political brutality at the hands of a Roman governor. It is
calling us to place our faith in the one and only who can make humankind right with God and who can
redeem suffering as a mark of discipleship. And, it is inviting us to bear the cost of that discipleship.

e, , .
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N BLESSINGS
il ON YOUR JULY
; BIRTHDAY
MWBIRTHDAYS
1 Marjorie Noffsinger 13 Nancy Johnson
Lucas Brinegar Jean Roberts 2 John Roberts
2 Amanda Adams Hays Schrader 7 Dana Miller
3 Jeri Allison 17 Nancy Daniel 8 Sandy Dickson
4 Paul Adams 18 John Tucker Lamb 9 Kyle Brubaker
7 Morgan Wolf 19 Levi Toutant 11 Lydia Coleman
8 Courtney Lawrenz 23 Grace Gutekunst 12 Lacey Wolf
Ellen Mitchell 28 Ben Walker 15 David Deaton
9 Jason Smart Marcia Florell 19 Philip Gump
11 Delores Harder 29 Lane Orttenburger 20 Dean Acker
Davy Shew Isabelle White 24 Kay Patrick
12 Judy Young 30 Eric Calkin 25 Brett Lawrenz
Mason Crump 27 Eric Everett

Tuesday Night Study

Join us for our Tuesday night adult study exploring Creative Acts for Curious (and
Faithful) People with applications to Biblical characters and our own lives. We will en-
gage in simple activities to see things in a new way and use a discussion guide to talk
about how this relates to a person or story from the Bible and our own lives. The idea
came from an article in News from the Presbytery of Transylvania last summer. Cindy
Harter is the facilitator, and Joel Stanley has developed the discussion guides.

WHEN: Tuesdays, 6:00-7:00 pm, throughout June and also July 2, 16, and 23 (no
meeting on July 9). You do not need to attend every meeting in order to keep up —
come when you can!

WHERE: We are meeting at APOLLO’S PIZZA on 228 South Second St. in Rich-

mond. Feel free to come early and order pizza! (Note that this is a different place
from last week!)
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Scout Troop 401 Fundraiser
Belk Charity Sale!!

Let us save you money while we raise funds for our scouts!
Tickets are $5 each

Ticket includes:
$5 automatically deducted from purchase no matter what is purchased
Extra 25% off sale items

60% + 25% = 85% off of Belk&Co, Belk Silverworks, Efty, LeVian

50% + 25% = 75% off of Chaps, Crown & Ivy, Biltmore, Izod

40% + 25% = 65% off of Philosphy, Kenneth Cole, Playtex, Weatherproof Vintage

30% + 25% = 55% off of Jessica Simpson, Sur la Table, Nautica, Tommy Hilfiger

20% + 25% = 45% off of Shapermint, Calvin Klein, Carter’s, Betsey Johnson

25% off many other brands

10% off of What Goes Around Comes Around (pre-owned luxury handbags & jewelry
from iconic fashion houses) can be reserved June 4 - 6

Sales Dates: June 7 -9, in store only
Pre-Sale: May 28 — June 6*
*pre-sale = shop early to reserve your styles and pick them up June 7-9

Contact Jennifer Hurt at 859-248-2232 to purchase a ticket!

APRIL LOVE FUND SUMMARY
Category # of families served Amount

Utilities 23 $2,832.05
Rent 10 31,650
Hotel 0
Save A Lot bill (food vouchers) 30 $1,164.31
Gas Bill (Car) No invoice submitted to date
Car repair 1 $200
Gas vouchers distributed 12
Love Cupboard Pantry assisted 4
Total $5,846.36
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Evening Women’s Circle

We will meet twice during the summer for a book club Circle.

== The first meeting will be Thursday, June 13th at 6:30 pm in

the church parlor. The book is The Women by Kristen Han-
nah.

In August we will meet to discuss Horse by Geraldine
Brooks.

Karen Losson will bring refreshments.

Thank you to the Fellowship Committee for plan-
ning the fun square dance in memory of David
Jett. Thanks to Sue Reeves for the photos of
David that were shared. Special thanks to Arleita
and Rob Dirne for making the gym look so bright
and festive for our square dance. The caller and
musicians were fantastic, and there were many
others who helped with food, drinks, and clean
up. Thanks, everyone!

—Cindy Harter

foieier.

B

Meditation Fellowship Hike
Saturday, June 8
8:30 am (weather permitting)
Natural Bridge State Resort Park in Wolf County

This will be an intergenerational hike. We will hike, read scripture,
pray, and afterward eat at a local restaurant. All who wish to par-
ticipate in the hike are to meet at the Church’s back parking lot on
Water Street and we will take the Church Bus to the Natural Bridge
Parking Area. Hiking boots or sturdy shoes, and a bottle of water
are recommended. ALL ARE WELCOME!!!

Invite a Friend!!!




'Burnamwood Montreat!

'We are excited to be sending 5 of our young people out to Burnamwood to be campers

rand or counselors at this year’s Presbytery led Summer Camp. Please keep Will

i Harter, Tim Duncan, Ella Deaton, Ava Stanley, Eden Stanley and Grace Stanley in
your prayers as they head off to what is sure to be a fun and memorable time at camp!
iThere is also still time to sign up to go to camp if you are 3rd-12th grade. Scholarships
E are available through the church for anyone who wants to attend!

It's time to sign up for our annual summer youth trip to Montreat! This is always a great
week with lots of fun, music, spiritual growth and fellowship. This trip is open to any of
our Middle School youth or any High School youth interested in being on the work crew.
We've got 4 youth signed up and ready to go so far, but the more the merrier! Scholar-
ships are available for people interested in going. Contact Joel to come with us

“IVMTHE.

MI» le-

T-A“_X)

MONTREAT MIDDLE
SCHOOL CONFERENCE
July 17-21, 2024
montreat.org/msc-24

3‘ = ‘;Wﬁw COUNSELOR-N TRAINING

june7- 9,2024

Cost: $250/ Farly Bird: $230

(register by M3 )

CamP E
RISE Up Sﬁ:“i“’f:;i:?"

Cost: $250/ Farly Bird: $230
(reglslerbyMav 1)

3RD - 5TH
GRADE WEEK
June10-12, 2024
Cost: $250 / Early Bird: $230
(register by M ay1)

HIGH SCHOOL CAMP
June17.23, 2094

Cost: $400 / Early Bird: $359
(register by May1)
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Teaching With Soul
By Joel

In the Westminster Shorter Catechism, one of the creeds of our church, there is a section that covers
the 10 commandments which I have turned to often in my time as a Christian Educator. If you are
unfamiliar with the Westminster Shorter Catechism, it is a collection of questions and answers his-
torically used to educate young Christians on the basic doctrines of the Reformed church. It is the
original confirmation curriculum for our denomination and it covers a lot of basic reformed theology.
It’s worth checking out and is available for free on-line in any number of places which can be found
with a simple Google search.

The Catechism approaches the topic of the ten commandments with a core set of three ques-
tions, which it asks of each commandment. The first of these questions is used to identify the com-
mandment. The other two questions expressly ask what the commandment forbids and what the com-
mandment requires. This exercise of going through each law and looking at them from the point of
view of restriction and then from the point of view of encouragement has yielded a lot of fruit in
studies I have run and in Sunday School classes I have led. It has also led me to believe that a series
of newsletter articles structured around the ten commandments in this way might be a worthwhile
endeavor. So for the next 10 months, in this space, we will do just that.

Before we take the deep dive into the commandments individually though, let’s start by
looking at the commandments as a whole and ponder the question of why the Ten Commandments
have become as central and important to our faith tradition as they have. There are many rules and
laws in the Old Testament, why are these ten elevated to such a lofty position within the church?

For starters the Ten Commandments were given by God directly to the people of Israel, face
to face (Deut. 5:4). The Ten Commandments are a unique instance of God communicating directly
with Israel without the use of an intermediary like a prophet. The rest of the law of the Old Testa-
ment was communicated to Israel through Moses, but for the Ten Commandments, God speaks to his
chosen people Himself. The Ten Commandments are the only instance in the Bible of God address-
ing Israel as a group directly, en masse and that indicates their importance within the law and cen-
trality to the character of God.

The importance of the Ten Commandments in the Bible can also be seen through their repe-
tition. The Ten Commandments show up in both the book of Exodus (Chapter 20) as well as the
book of Deuteronomy (Chapter 5). This repetition is unique to the Ten Commandments over other
bodies of instruction in the Old Testament which are only recorded once. Their position within the
narrative of Israel’s history also speaks to their importance as they are given in the middle of the de-
sert wandering in Exodus in a time of tumult and uncertainty and they are remembered by Moses just
before Israel enters the promised land in Deuteronomy at a time of victory and hope..

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



MISSION........a body of people sent

CALLING ALL BREAD MAKERS AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH!

The Missions and Worship Committees of the Session are planning for our church to have a booth at the
Millstone Festival to be held in Richmond on Saturday, October 5, 2024. We will be setting up a booth or
tent right out in front of the church near (or even in) the street. As you may recall the report submitted in
May of 2023 by our consultant, Peggy Hinds, suggested we work harder to get the word out in the com-
munity about the activities and worship opportunities which are available at our church. In fact, she sug-
gested we participate in the Millstone Festival in the fall of 2023. However, the members of the Session
did not think we could get ourselves together to do a good job by then, so we committed to participate in
the fall of 2024. We have begun some serious planning.

Another one of Peggy Hinds’ points was that we form an evangelism committee and plan a serious and
comprehensive evangelism campaign. We have not exactly gone that far, but we do have some plans to
engage folks who attend the Millstone Festival and who come over to our booth. Our own Winnie
Mitchell had suggested at a meeting of the Worship Committee that perhaps we could get people’s atten-
tion by handing out loaves of bread at events where we could promote our church. The Millstone Festival
is one such event. We envision homemade loaves of bread of any type which are not too large. They will
be attractively wrapped and will have some informational brochures attached for folks to take home and
ponder. Curtis has been working on the revisions of some of the brochures he created a couple of years
ago as well as a new one on the subject of “inclusiveness”. Other brochures are on subjects like
‘worship’, ‘youth programs’, ‘missions’ as well as other topics. These brochures are available on the rack
outside of Dana’s office if you would like to read some of them. As visitors to our booth pick out a loaf
of bread to take home we hope to chat with them about our church and what it has to offer. As Peggy
Hinds put it, “you need to get the word out about your church and its activities”.

Just how many loaves of bread we will need for this event, we do not know. The Millstone Festival is
very well attended and we will be at the top of the street in front of the church. Maybe folks who stop by
will tell others where they can get a free loaf of bread. For right now, we are going to aim for 35 loaves.
And as an incentive we have a gift for the first six people who volunteer to bake bread. We also have
thick foil loaf pans to hand out for you to use if you so desire. They are 6” by 4”. And we have lots of
packaging material to keep the bread fresh and away from people’s hands. When you bring your bread to
the church on the 4™ or 5™ of October we will add the brochures to the bottom of the packages of wrapped
bread. Maybe it is best if you would put a note on the top of the package as to whether the bread contains
“nuts” or “no nuts”. Other than that, the recipient of the bread will have to be on their guard if they have
to avoid other ingredients. Or feel free to include the entire list of ingredients or even the recipe.

If you would like to commit to baking some bread for this fall event on October 5th, please contact Bon-
nie Gray, Philip Gump or Lucie Nelson and tell us how many loaves you will make. Their email addesses
are bonniegray081947@gmail.com, Philip. Gump@gmail.com, and Lucienelson@gmail.com. Shortly
after you sign up with one of us, we will deliver some foil baking pans in the number you requested, some
packaging materials, and a nice surprise (if you are one of the first six volunteers). Please commit to
however many loaves you want to make but we suggest at least three. Let’s have fun with this activity
and we thank you for sharing your baking talents with us. More information will be provided on this
event in late September as the actual date for the Millstone Festival approaches.

From the Missions and Worship Committees
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Youth Sunday

A big thank you to all of our youth who came out to help put on this year’s youth Sun-
day service! You all did a stupendous job and it all came together wonderfully! If you

missed the service it's available to watch on the church’s Youtube or facebook pages.

ﬂf‘_‘.
Lydia Coleman graduated in May from Eastern a“’. w“) -
Kentucky University with a degree in English. é
She recently completed the management train- ‘,'
ing program for Barnes and Noble Education, ”
and thinks that she might work for that com-
pany for at least a while as she considers her

next steps. L&'{Y\ N}’A
i fiv (C

MADISON CENTRAL GRADS! Congratulations,

GRADUATES

: Model Lab Grad!
|

: Leah Crump will attend Eastern Kentucky University
| and major in Business Management with a focus on

| Human Resources. She is also working at Dutch

| Brothers Coffee and is a lifeguard!

|

: Will Harter will attend The University of Oregon.
|

: Carter Lamb will attend Morehead State University

: and run Track and Cross Country for the Eagles! He is
| majoring in Biology with a focus in Environmental

: Sciences and hopes to minor in Botany.

: Violet Fox will attend Eastern

I Kentucky University and major
: in business management with a
I'minor in livestock management.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

The importance of the Ten Commandments in scripture can also be seen in their primacy.
The Ten Commandments are the first set of laws given to Israel by God. All the laws of the Old Tes-
tament which follow can be seen as interpretative specification and embellishment of the original
decalogue. In this way the Ten Commandments serve as kind of a rough outline for the legal code
which follows them in the Torah, as every other law given fits conveniently under the heading of one
of the original ten.

Finally, the importance of the Ten Commandments can be seen by the reverence given to
their physical manifestation by Israel. The tablets of the Ten Commandments were placed in the Ark
of the Covenant which itself was placed in the Holy of Holies of the Temple. As such, the original
Ten Commandments resided in the literal dwelling place of God Almighty and that is no small state-
ment as to how importantly they were considered by the people of Israel in days past and to how im-
portantly we should consider them today. So I hope you will join me in the coming months as we
work our way through the Decalogue and consider what these Commandments have to say to us to-
day about restriction as well as encouragement.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

J U N E 2024 P O BOX 165 Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323 (fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 Tuesday Crew 9-11 5 6 7 8
Bible Study cancelled Mission Mtg. 7:00 Bible Study 6:30 pm Fellowship Hike
8:30 am
’ Curtis on vacation
9 10 11 Tuesday Crew 9-11 12 13 14 15
5 Cents Per Meal Of- | Bible Study 10:30 am Bible Study 6:30 pm Needle Arts Fellowship 11:30
fering Evening Circle Book Group
Deacon mtg. noon 2Rttt i | 020 17
! Joel at Camp Burnamwood !
16 17 18 Tuesday Crew 9-11 19 Juneteenth—Office Closed 20 21 22
Bible Study 10:30 am Bible Study 6:30 pm
R RO N Joel at Camp Burnamwood i
Dana on vacation
23 24 25 Tuesday Crew 9-11 26 27 28 29
Bible Study 10:30 am Welcome Wednesday 6:00 pm
Dana on vacation
30




