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ONLINE GIVING 3 easy ways!
*Click the GIVING button on our church website
OR

*Text fpegift to 73256 OR

Download the Abundant Giving app on your
phone. Locate our church name and select.

Follow all prompts to give online. Of course
you can always sign up to give through your
bank site or by mailing a check to:

First Presbyterian Church
P O BOX 165
Richmond, KY 40476-0165

WITH

Gratitude <

ELDERS CLASS OF
David Deaton 2024
James Exline 2024
Bonnie Gray 2024
Eric Everett 2025
Lucie Nelson 2025
Jennifer Wilke-Deaton 2025
Philip Gump 2026
Paul Hager 2026
Bill Mitchell 2025
DEACONS CLASS OF
Linda Adams 2024
Donna Cox 2024
Lynn Shearon 2024
Sue Reeves 2025
Julie Stanley 2025
Gene Wolf 2025
Jennifer Brubaker 2026
Kathy Shew 2026
Rhonda Orttenburger 2026
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74" % MEDITATIONS ON THE APOSTLES’ CREED
WHO WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY

I MAY =024

“Who was born of the Virgin Mary”—a Latin relative clause “natus ex Maria Virgine.” This is
the second subordinate clause bearing witness to the mission and message of God’s Messiah.
This second clause establishes the direction and sets the particular pattern that the Apostles’
Creed will follow in conveying its affirmations about the person of Jesus Christ (i.e., its Chris-
tology). The creed is following the chronology of Jesus’ life from his conception and birth,
through his suffering and death, and to his resurrection and glorification.

Much like the previous clause about Jesus’ conception, this one essentially acknowl-
edges the Biblical claim that Jesus, like any other human being, was “born of a
woman” (Galatians 4:4). While Jesus’ birth announcement might not seem all so revelatory, the
fact of the matter is that his birth was quite controversial in the early centuries of Christianity,
but perhaps not for the reason that we might think.

Today, many Christians find great consternation in the witness of Scripture that Jesus
was purportedly born from a virgin. The Gospel of Matthew writes, “All this took place to ful-
fill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall become preg-
nant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, ‘God is with
us’” (Matthew 1:20-23).

Now, in the ancient world, this assertion that Jesus was born of a virgin would not have
been quite so controversial. Indeed, the ancient world was replete with heroic and noble figures
who were purportedly born from virgins. According to legend, Romulus (the founder of Rome),
Alexander the Great of Macedonia, even the Greek philosopher Plato were rumored to have
been virgin-born.

No, the ancient world would not have been so scandalized by reports that Jesus was vir-
gin-born. Rather, what was more likely to outrage some in the early centuries of Christianity is
the claim that Jesus was born at all. Indeed, the adherents of certain early religious groups, such
as the Marcionites and the Gnostics, would have regarded any affirmation that the Son of God
was born to a human mother as heresy. These ancient groups believed that Jesus was not a hu-
man being but merely “seemed” to be human, that he was an incorporeal deity who donned the
appearance of a mortal man, like a palpable apparition. For these religious groups, any declara-
tion that the Christ grew in wisdom and stature (Luke 2:52), that he ate and drank (Mark 14:22-
23), that he bled (Luke 22:44), that he died (Romans 5:8), or that he was even born (Matthew
1:18-25) would be an anathema.

It was in this theologically diverse environment that the fashioners of the Apostles’
Creed dared to challenge the claims of these docetic groups during the early centuries of Christi-
anity. By affirming the Biblical narrative that Jesus was born of Mary, the creed was intention-
ally refuting any religious assertion that Jesus was not fully human.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Continued from page 1
rmﬁ/‘ Y Today, the controversy of this creedal statement continues, but
not for the ancient reasons of the early Christian era. Most modern
(‘/QL Christians, admittedly have difficulty believing that a virgin could con-
€ ceive and bear a son (Matthew 1:23). Indeed, some find this tenet of
the Apostles’ Creed too incredible to affirm. Not only is the virgin
birth of a human messiah seemingly implausible to many of today’s
contemplative Christians, but also a declaration that Christ was virgin-born seems materially
irrelevant to God’s divine plan for humanity’s salvation. Why does the creed (and the New Tes-
tament Scriptures, for that matter) see a need to witness to Mary’s virginity? If the primary pur-
pose of this creedal tenet is to affirm that Jesus was born like every other human being, then
why is it necessary to include a reference to the virginal status of his mother? Does Mary’s vir-
ginity have anything to do with Jesus’ role as God’s Messiah and as the Savior of the world?
Would not Christ still be able to redeem the world from sin even if his mother were not a virgin?
Theologians throughout the two millennia of Christianity have offered their astute rea-
sons as to why Jesus’ virgin birth was integral to humanity’s salvation. Perhaps the most mean-
ingful explanation of the virgin birth for today’s Christians is that, like salvation, the virgin birth
is a proprietary act of God, not of humans. Accordingly, Christ’s miraculous birth signifies the
miraculousness of the plan for the salvation of the world—a plan of salvation that was God’s
doing—God’s alone. In as much as humankind has long desired to be delivered from its sinful-
ness and to be reconciled to God, it lacks the ability and power to do what can only be done by
God. In the nativity story (as told in Luke’s Gospel), the angel Gabriel declared that “nothing
will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). The gospels’ testament to the virgin birth of Jesus
Christ is implicitly meant to be a proclamation that salvation is God’s initiative. No human en-
deavor can instigate God’s salvific plan, not even a feigned effort to generate for itself a Savior.
So, when the Apostles’ Creed echoes the biblical claim that Jesus was born of his
mother Mary, it is calling upon believers to embrace a Messiah who is as human as we are—a
human Savior who can sympathize with us, being burdened with the same weaknesses, tempta-
tions, and mortality as we are. (Hebrews 4:15). And when the creed echoes the gospels’ wit-
ness that Jesus was virgin-born, it is calling us to accept the unenviable truth that we are not the
authors of our own salvation; we are not the lords of our own destiny. To affirm our faith in the
one who comes into the world by God’s ordination is to renounce the hubris we falsely place in
our own wisdom, power, and righteousness; rather, it is to adopt a spirit of utter gratitude for the
righteousness and grace of God’s Son. To affirm our faith in the one who was born of the Vir-
gin Mary, is to renounce our own self-appointed lordship and to accede to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ.

Communion

May 4—Intergenerational Meditation Fellowship Hike:

Cumberland Falls State Park (McCreary County)
Bus will leave lower parking lot at 8:30 am

TOWN HALL CELEBRATION LUNCH! :
REETINGS MY CHRISTIAN FRIENDS: I

G

Remember when we met as a congregation to participate in a needs assessment? Well, it’s been nearly a :
year since then. The Session has been working to address the Action Items that Rev. Peggy Hines as- |
I sessed for our congregation. And one of those items is: “Celebrate every accomplishment, even the small |
: ones. Celebrations and recognition keep morale higher and encourage folks to stay involved.” :
I | So, we want to have a celebration!! Immediately following worship on Sunday, May 19th, the Session is |
| inviting the congregation to gather in the Fellowship Hall for a pot-luck celebration. The Session w111:
I provide the chicken; we invite you to bring a favorite dish to share. Together we will have an opportunity |
| to review what work we have done so far on the Needs Assessment issues, to report on further work to be |
I done, and most importantly to celebrate our life and work together as First Presbyterian Church—as a
: community of faith committed to loving Jesus Christ, and making Christ’s love known.

: We look forward to seeing you there!!!

| M —

= BLESSINGS i} }\L)
E=—=4 ON YOUR 2
BIRTHDAY Q)

MAY

BIRTHDAYS 1 Marjorie Noffsinger 13 Nancy Johnson
Lucas Brinegar Jean Roberts
1 Pi 2 Amanda Adams Hays Schrader
iper Lawrenz o .
10 Alison Underwood 3 Jeri Allison 17 Nancy Daniel
15 Wavne Bowlin 4 Paul Adams 18 John Tucker Lamb
Y 7 Morgan Wolf 19 Levi Toutant
18 Joyce Wolf 8 Courtney Lawrenz 23 Grace Gutekunst
22 Sapdpe Bonar Ellen Mitchell 28 Ben Walker
23 Olivia Florell 9 Jason Smart Marcia Florell
24 Thorpas Crump 11 Delores Harder 29 Lane Orttenburger
29 Jeanie Logue Davy Shew Isabelle White
12 Judy Young 30 Eric Calkin

Mason Crump
11
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E MONTREAT MIDDLE

SCHOOL CONFERENCE
July17-21,2024
montreat.org/msc-24

Burnamwood

Montreat

It's time to sign up for our annual sum-
mer youth trip to Montreat! This is al-
ways a great week with lots of fun, mu-
sic, spiritual growth and fellowship. This
trip is open to any of our Middle school
youth or any high school youth inter-
ested in being on the work crew. We've
got 4 youth signed up and ready to go
so far, but the more the merrier! Schol-
arships are available for people inter-
ested in going.

Contact Joel to sign /"""'_ o
up.

Registration is now open for our Presbytery’s summer camps! Our own Joel Stanley is directing
the camp lineup this year with Martin Carver from Hunter Presbyterian serving as the assistant
director. Scholarships are available. Our church is committed to sending any youth who are in-
terested in attending. The theme for this year’s camps is “Rise Up” and we will be focusing on
resurrection and new life with the curriculum. You can register online at the Burnamwood web-
site (burnamwood.net) or through Joel in the church office.

2024

Camp
Rise Up

y &

3RD - 5TH
GRADE WEE
_IN-TRAINING )
COUNSELO7R_ i GRane ez
: s]::: / E.arv\y Bird: $230 Cost: ssz’ / Early Bird: $230
Cos\-(,eg'\sler by May 1) (regster by b
i HIGH SCHoOL cAmp
June17-22,2024
HOOL CAMP |
SiunelB-lS,ZO‘).-i Cost: $400 / Early Birg: $380
Cost: $250 / Early Bird: $230 iy o
oSt
(register by May 1)

——

o

Evening Women’s Circle

We will meet Tuesday, May 14th, at 6:30 for our Women’s Eve-
ning Circle at Honeysuckle Restaurant in Berea.

During the summer we will meet twice (in June and August) for a
book club circle.

The books are:
The Women by Kristen Hannah (June)
Horse by Geraldine Brooks (August)

May 21
10:30 am

Rebecca Esther Circle

with potluck lunch following! Fund!

Please join us as we will give the
Birthday Offering and Karen May
will lead the last lesson. Please
bring fruit, vegetables, sandwiches
or any finger food. Cupcakes and
water will be provided.

Thank you to the Presbyte-
rian Women Spring Gath-
ering attendees for donat-
ing $629.00 to our Love

We appreciate your giving.

\J
=;h\,‘19
——
Thank you Becky Elam and

Melody Z‘Vhtchell. for helping PRESBYTERIAN
to coordinate this annual WOMEN

event!

Thank you to everyone who helped make this
event successful!

Un-Chol and Hee Young Shin are moving this week. Please make this address change in
your records.

Strath Haven Condominiums
801 Yale Avenue, Unit H901
Swarthmore, PA 19081

Last Month of School!

May 10th no school

Fish,

Y s
PreSchool

This month we will learn about

Birds and celebrating Mothers Day.

End of Year Celebration is May 22nd!

3



Teaching With Soul

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH By Joel

éb The summer months are quickly approaching and that means it’s time for

\ CHURCH CAMPS! That means it’s time for swimming and canoeing and making new friends

Ll S MAY 1 7’ 2024 and developing a deeper relationship with God. Church camp was always a big part of my sum-

i1l mers growing up. When I lived in Georgia we would go to camp Kolomoki each year. That

@ ~ & IPIMI was where I Tie-Dyed my first t-shirt. It was where I learned all the best songs. It was where I

FPC GYM had my first spiritual mountaintop experience and it was where I knew I could go to get my

: ; spiritual battery recharged. I attended first as a camper, then as a junior counselor, then as a sen-

We invite I ior counselor and now, I get the pleasure of serving as director for our Presbytery’s own camp
you to join ‘ , S, Shiiciels Gl Burnamwood.

I remember each year spent at church camp very fondly and I am writing this article in a

us for a fun shameless and unabashed attempt to encourage you parents to send your kids to Burnamwood

evenin 0] I No ‘ 2\/ At will be this summer and to encourage you kids to try to get your parents to let you go and not just be-
Square 78 provided. cause I’'m directing it this year but for these 3 important reasons.

Number one: Spiritual Growth. There is something about getting away from civiliza-
Dance =N : tion that brings you closer to God. It helps you clear your mind. It puts things in perspective. It

gives you time to carefully read and meditate on scripture and it helps you listen to the things
God is trying to say to you. In my experience, these are all things that happen at church camp.
In addition to these things, there is also the opportunity to learn from the experiences of other

ilne eeliilen: YA youth throughout the Presbytery and the guidance in faith of trustworthy counselors as well.

T el e e — Number two: Christian Fellowship. Church camp was a blessing to me grow-
g : : In memory of ing up, because our church in Georgia didn’t really have a lot of youth. For a couple of years,

S|oEEl iiie David Jett who the youth group of that church consisted of me and my two brothers and no one else. There

wasn’t anyone in the congregation who was my age and so I didn’t have a whole lot of friends at

church. Sometimes this made getting up and going to church a struggle for me. Coming out of

the pandemic, I think a lot of churches are probably in this boat. Youth crave and need fellow-

this event into ship with one another, smaller churches rely on Presbytery level events like camp to provide

existence that fellowship. The youth of our home church might have their fellowship needs being taken

care of but that puts them in a unique position to give the gift of youth fellowship to other

young people in the presbytery from smaller churches. I know that this type of connection

meant a whole lot to me as [ was on my faith journey and camp was where a lot of that fellow-

ship building took place. Just having a place to fit in can mean so very much to a young person

> and camp is a place where we all fit in.
: < Number three: It’s just plain fun! Nights spent singing silly songs and telling
FUN FO R ALL AGES W jokes around a campfire, days spent swimming, playing games and making crafts. Camp is
———— AN Eo o nothing if not fun and really, what more could you ask for?

) So I invite you to consider all the benefits that a camp experience at Burnam-

BRING A FRIEND wood has to offer, and to remember them as you make your plans for the summer. There are

funds available from the church so don’t let that keep you from going or sending your children.
You can find registration at the Burnamwood website (burnamwood.net).

directions. was passionate
L e about bringing

4 9



Youth Sunday is scheduled for May 12th (Mother’s Day) and that
date is quickly approaching. We will be dedicating some of our Sunday
school time (9:45 on Sunday mornings in the youth room) and prayer

breakfast time (6:45 at Purdys) towards planning this service. If you’re a

youth who would like to be involved in this process, we invite you to you-llh

join us. There will be plenty of roles for everyone who wants to partici-
pate and the service is always a highlight of the youth calendar!

SUNDAY

News Brief from Session

e Administration has contracted new insurance for the church to cover property and liability.

e Bell tower repairs are now scheduled to be finished around the end of May.

® The Ethan Health men have helped to prepare the Community Garden for spring planting.
Please thank these individuals when they join us for worship on Sunday.

®  Youth Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, May 12. Carter Lamb will be bringing the message.

o  We will be celebrating the progress made from our Needs Assessment of last year on Sunday,
May 19. Lee's Famous Recipe chicken will be provided. Please sign up to bring a salad,
vegetable, or dessert.

e Missions is working on upgrading our audio and live streaming capabilities in the sanctuary and
has contracted for a new website.

e Session is working on scheduling Boundary Training for the congregation.

e Please consider serving as an elder or deacon. Contact Paul Hager with suggestions or with
your intent to serve.

e  We are glad to have Ray Agee back after a broken hip. Let him know how much we appreciate

his work keeping our church clean.
Clerk of Session, Melody Mitchell

| Utilities 37 families $5,374.12
| Rent 8 families $1,288.26
MARCH I Hotel 3 families $585.00
| Food vouchers 32 families $666.12
LOVE FUND I Auto gas (Jan-March) 18 vouchers $825.00
: Auto repair 1 $151.80
SIJMMARY : Love Fund cupboard 8
TOTAL $8,890.30

|
|
|
: 56 unique families served (includes 44 children)
|

MISSION........a body of people sent

GREETINGS FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE

It is so rewarding to work on Missions Projects with this congregation because you are so sup-
portive. There are two successes to report to you today.

You will remember that the One Great Hour of Sharing was taken up on Palm Sunday. The
committee had challenged us to surpass our 2023 amount of about $3000 with the new goal of
$3500. Well, we did it as we collected $3616.86!!! Since this offering goes to the PCUSA in
support of hunger relief and disaster relief, this is a substantial contribution from a small congre-
gation in Richmond, Kentucky to two huge world problems in places such as Gaza and Ukraine.
We must continue to pray for the people in these areas and most especially for the children who
are dying from starvation every day. “When lots of people contribute a little, much can be ac-
complished”.

And we successfully completed our spring Goodie Box project for our eight college students.
We thank everyone who contributed either homemade cookies or Starbucks’ gift cards or both
to this project. And thank you to those who contributed packing supplies and those who helped
with the packing and distribution of these gifts. Each student received two dozen cookies and
$25 worth of gift cards. We hope these gifts communicated our love and best wishes to these
young people as they finish another semester of college courses. May you show your professors
how much you have learned by turning in the best exams, papers, projects and recitals that you
have ever been able to create. Yes, sugar is a wonderful thing and the love and friendship we
hope to communicate to these students are two of the most important values in life. The stu-
dents who received goodie boxes are Serena and Olivia Florell, Chris and Jason Smart, and
Laura Webb from our church. And Ashley Philips, Cameron Carpenter, and Isaac Matlock from
our chancel choir also received what we hope was a nice box of treats during a very stressful
time in the semester. We will be interested in hearing back from the students if they enjoyed
this version of a “Goodie Box” as much as the older versions. Is quality really better than quan-
tity?

May the blessing and peace of God be
upon you all.

According to Peter, at what
time of day did the Holy Spirit
come upon the disciples on
Pentecost?

PENTECOST
OFFERING

A.9am.
B. Noon
C.3:30 p.m.
D.9 p.m.

SUNDAY
MAY 19

("ST:7 510V 99S) Y 1omsuy



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

P O BOX 165 Richmond, KY 40476-0165
859/623-5323 (fax) 859/623-5329
www.richmondfpc.com
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Bible Study 6:30 Hike to Cumberland Falls
8:30 am
5 6 7 Tuesday Crew 9-11 8 9 10 11
Deacon mtg. noon Bible Study 10:30 am Mission mtg. 7:00 pm Bible Study 6:30 Needle arts Fellowship 11:30
12 ‘f’” . 13 14 Tuesday Crew 9-11 15 16 17 18
%‘W Bible Study 10:30 am Evening Circle 6:30 Bible Study 6:30 Square Dance 6:00-8:00
FPC gym
%f/[{'tu
DAY
19 20 21 Tuesday Crew 9-11 22 23 24 25
Pentecost Offering Bible Study 10:30 am Presbyterian Women 10:30 Bible Study 6:30
Town Hall Celebration follow- with potluck lunch following | Preschool end of year celebra-
ing worship tion
26 27 Office Closed 28  Tuesday Crew 9-11 29 30 31
. Welcome Wednesday 6:00
memorial
A = e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e —————
: 1M @ AY ! CURTIS ON VACATION
™ O I S A F N IS
The Lord's Table RNy
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